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!^ CHAP. I. 

r • » 

Forth fteps tlie fpruce philofgphcr, and tetU 

* -Of homogeneal ^nd difcordant fprings 
: And principle? jof jcapfes, how they wprk 

By ncceflary laws their Aire cffefts J • : 

Of a^ion and rea6lion« He has found 

• The fource of the difeafe that nature feels, 
' Arid Mds the world ta3^e heart, aqd banifli fear. 

COWPER* 

\ . . : V . . . 

"Mrs. pKUDEN*riA tioMKPUN^ again 
"begs leave to return thanks to the world 
for its very favourable reception of her 
, Jucubrations. She is now firmly cohv 
Tificctl, that th^ xlamours which arc 
fcirculated againft the ihjuftice and bad 
'tafte of the timesj i«ay be confidered 
•* VOL. I. B cither 
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this life fo limited, that he will never be 
able to «^ wield thcfc elements," to en- 
dow a machine with intclledual powers, 
or to array himfelf with a fclf- inveftcd 
immortality; iPIhe be perfuaded, tfiat the 
filial and conjugal ties are no remnants 
of feudal barbarifm, but happy inftitu- 
tions, calcufeted to promote domcftic 
peace ; if ihe'has been taught, that reli- 
gion is more than fcntimeht*, and female 
virtue fomething ftrongcr than exterior 
decorum s if fhe fhudders at the elo-^ 
quence whieh extenuates impiety, terms 
iedudion an amiable frailty, and gaming 
an eleg&nt amufement condemned by 
die ilifane morality of the law : furely 
Ihc may hope for that celebrity which a 
bold oppoGcion to received opinions gc- 
iicnlly enfures. Nay, fliould (he even 
prefer the Gothic ruff and pinner, as 
better adapted to Briti(h wives and mo^ 
thcTS^ tbap the loofc drapery of Greciaa 

Bacchanals^ 
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Bacchanals, or the more offenfivc ap- 
pearance of uncivilized favages, though 
recommended by the fandiojj of Parifian 
enthufiafts, when, with more than Pa- 
,gan infatuation or cannibal infenfibility, 
they meet to commemorate in their 
feftive dances— not the triumphs of their 
Gods, nor the death of their enemies— 
.but the murder of their parents, their 
hufbands, and their children ; may fhc 
.not plead a clofe attention to the coftumc 
,of manners, and reproach the fenfual 
.copyifts of a Cleopatra or an Afpafia with 
want of energy, who adopt all the cha- 
radlerifts of the archetype, of which 
, they exhibit a degrading .model ? 

Her intention in refiiming the. pen is 

to enforce her opinions. by. argument, 

.and to: illuftratc them by exampk; and 

_lhe reveals . tho(& intentions thiuts eady, 

that the lover of the wonderful, ^and the 

admirer of the hprrific, may not com- 

B J plain 
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plain of having been cheated into the 
perufal of a performance that has not 
only a plan for its conduft, but alfo a 
moral tendency in its defign. Mrs. 
Prudentia intends to lead her rea.ders 
through no other labyrinth than the 
wiles of fyftematic depravity, nor tcr 
prefent any objcft more foul- harrowing 
than a deceived and entangled, but ul- 
timately penitent heart. 

While (he confelles that the ground- 
work of her ftory has a remote analogy 
to fome well-known fafts, (he ftrongly 
reprobates the idea of pcrfonality. The 
^ incidents are all her own^ and it is only 
in one portrait thatfhe has attempted to 
iketch a likenefs from nature* She af- 
fures the cenforiqus, that, even in that 
portrait, (be has (b adjufted the dra- 
pery and varied the colours, that it 
will be impoflible for the moft curious 
eye to difcover who fat for the outline. 

Though 
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Thoughrcgardlefewhcthcrthcfaihion- 
able inftrudlors of the day record her at 
one of their kindred fpirits^ or condemn 
her for being a fcrvile admirer of pre- 
fcribed forms and reprobated reftri(Stion8» 
there is a numerous clafs of readers, 
whofc favour Mrs. Prudentia is anx- 
ioufly folicitous to obtain— the truly 
liberal, and the fincerely good. With 
Candour to forgive fmall faults, thef 
unite difccrnment to difcover good in- 
tentions, and courage to defend the 
caufe of principle againll the farcafms of 
wit, and the cool contempt of piqued 
ipfidelity. To fuch readers, and fuch 
critics, fhe fubmits the following pages; 
and as a proper reprefentativc of the ii- 
iuftrious order, (he entreats 

Mrs- carter 

to accept her public thanks for the in- 
valuable honour of hef approbation of 

B 4 the 
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the Writer's former efforts, and her per* 
miflion to infcribe thefe pages with her 
reipefted name. If the prefeoc attempt 
ihould appear favourable to the cau(e <^ 
morality and religion, (he humbly hopes, 
that the lenity infeparable from fuperior 
talents will pardon thofe errors in the 
compo&tioB, which an accurate tafte 
muft difcover and difapprove. 
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CHAP» ii: 

The faireft aiKcftrv on earthy 

Without dcfert, is poor ; 
And every deed of lofty worth 
. Is but a claim for more. 

Sir Eldred OF THE Bow^K, 

Some reafonS, which arc not neccffary 

to be developed in the following pages, 

•made pe wilh to take a little excurflon 

•from Danbury in the courfe of laft au- 

tunfn, A generous Public having fup- . 

■plied the rfaeans, I hired a onc-horfc 

chaife, and taking with me my whole 

-family, confifting of my maid Betty and 

my favourite old tabby tat, fct out for 

-Brigbtoii. I there heard a narrative 

which made a very deep irtpreflSon upon 

*my mind; and, as the communicativeoefs 

of niy difpofition will not atroiv me to 

conceal qny, thing whicji I imagine ca^ 
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pablc of conveying inftrudioDj or crcn 
innocent amufementy to that worthy fct 
of beings, whonij in common with my 
fitter authors, I term candid readers, I 
have determined to prefer publiOiing the 
Hiftory of the Countefs of Monteith.to a 
particular defcription of my own travels. 
To this refblution I may, perhaps, have 
l)een inSuenced by a culp^ible degree of 
modefty. The public^ no doubt, are 
irery anxious to know how many miles 
A*day Betty and I journeyed i at what 
inns we flopped, and what we bad for 
fupper. Could not a florid defcription 
beftow fome fprigs of fame on the chalky 
cliffs of Dunftable ? Might not the hor- ^ 
9or& of Woburn fands be rendered more 
gbomy by a convenient, whirlwinds hur« 
rying into the air the arid foil? Is 
there no old decayed manor«haufe, whenc 
I could call forth the ^< fheeteddead 
to fqueak and gibber 5'' or, fuppofing we 

14 were 
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Wfirc b<*mghecd on Fihchlcy-common, 
CQUl4 either Rbaetian or Carpathism Alps 
fix a more appropriate ftation for the 
; haunts of a banditti ? ^Though in a former 
publication I have unwarily ahnonnced 
piny age and order, Betty^ for aught the 
.world knows^ may be you^ and beati^ 
tifuli nay> (he may be an orphan found- 
ling, the heirefs of fome diftinguilhed 
'Atntly 1 and I may> if I chi^f afeer a 
Jc^giferi^ of adventures, unite her 
in the hymeneal bond with fome alt*- 
accompUflbcd youtbj who had previou^f 
refcued us from the robbers after a moft 
4>]oody engagement^ I begin to fu^ft 
th^t l;have cbofeft the kfs pro'mifing, or . 
pkkv ^^be k(s lucrative plan ; but I 
f nt^cat my readers to believe, that it ta 
.xK>t becaufe I want powers for the terri-^ 
fiejaod the romaiuic, that I continue cd 
purAiiet the moral and the probable^ 
frlMMthii]^ muft be allowed to my 4efire 

b6 . of 
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^t)f fupporting that charadter of firilinds 
afcribed to my fifterhood, and which, 
though it fimply confifts in chafing to 
have our own way, the wits are apt to 
i caU perdnacity. I will alfo Candidly owrU 
that, fince the fuperior ftadon in this . 
walk is already occupied by real genius, 
J have too much prudence to enter into 
.a compeddon, where I fhall be fure to 
jneet vfith a defeat ; and too much pride 
fo eniiO: among a herd of fef vlie imita- 
Itois,* who ijniftake confiifion for dcfcrijH 
tion, and fancy that what is horribly im« 
poffible, mult be interefting and grand 
But, as my days of dotage are not fat 
diftant, if lady Monteith (hould be unfbr-^ 
tunatc in her appeal for attenrion, I and 
Betty may appear upon the fcene ] e veil 
iioy\:at too may be introduced in an epi« 
fode. I have feen a fubjeA ^equhlty uii* 
pi'omiGng worked up to an aftomi&itig 
tS^&9 [dODid McsHly . admired: l2|y ri;ad6r4 j 

':. * \; : who 
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Imhct had beta fome years, out of the 
•nurfery :— But, inftead of tcrrifyittg the 
EWorld wkh a denunciation of what I may 
uio> ilet^ me haften to fulfil. iny.prcfe«it 
prtfmife. - - . ; ; 

IT. IS now more than 'ten years lince 
Powerfcourt Houlc. exhibited a fccne of 
feftivity and hofpkality unrivalled in 
modern times, aiid which might ferve to 
recal to the mirid of the . fpeftatar thfe 
iplendid fetes of Kenil worth, where thfe 
lady df the lake welcomed the approach 
of majefty, and the cruel diifolute earl 
of I^icefter fought to divert general at* 
tendon - from his vices by a- captivating 
difplay>of degahce^and amufenlcnt; Thfe 
niotivc^* ^f tl^, venerable baronet irho 
Sfibabited Powerfcourt were widely dif- 
ferent fr^m thofe of the haughty favour 
#ite ^ Elizabeth. His life was coo in»> 
^^eat^fe to fear cenf|ire; Ms heart never 

Jp^ttd for <fOtifrt«^fa7dur i Md the prai^ 
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of magmficence or reitned taftc prefcnted 
no attradibos to his unobtrufive and be* 
ncYolent miod. He c^lcd all the 
.country together^ aod itrove to make 
them very happy, becaufe he .was yeiy 
happy himfelf ; and the occafion of .this 
exuberant joy was the union of his only 
daughter and heirefs^ Geraldine Powerf- 
court, with James earl of Monteith^ a 
young Nobleman who had juft attained 
complete majority, and acceded to all 
the iplendld titles and fortune of the 
lioufe of Macdonald. 

* ' . * ' 

. Befide all the beauty and fa(hion of 

North Wales, thefe diftinguiflied nup» 

iials vere honoured . by the pmfence of 

two deities, generally fuppofed to be abr 

folutely inimical to each other. Cupid 

«nd Plutus, forgettipg ancient enmity;, 

Agreed joindy to light the Hymen^ 

torch. It wa8;impoflible to foppofea 

union .contraAed undef a moM p^P^ 

coinci* 
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coincidence of harmonious equality. 
The families on both fides might be faid 
to lofe themfelves in the clouds; for 
their claims to pre-eminence> advancing 
fiir beyond the limit of authentic hiftory^ 
foared into regions which no prudent 
antiquary would dare to explore. The 
lineal honours of thefe illuftrious fami- 
lies refted upon a (urer bafis than mero 
oral tradition. Sir William Powerfcourt 
could point out the fpot of ground where 
his Ordovician anceftor harangued his 
vaflals before he mounted his fcythe- 
armed car^ and led them to join the 
Britiih forces aflembled at Caradoc : and 
an aunt of lord Monteith's preferred the 
beak of the galley, which Conveyed Do- 
nald king of the Ifles from Ilia, when 
he paid a vifit of ceremony to his con- 
•tcmporary Fergus, fome hundred years, 
"prior to the invafibn of the Romans, it is 
true, that fome incredulous critics, whom 

nothing 
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nothing can convince^ doubted whether 
the feudal cuftoms, with which Sir Wil- 
liam embellifhed his narrative, exifted 
at that remote period y and L have 
heard a whifper^ that the venerable relic 
which lady Madelina fo carefully pre- 
ferved was nothing morc*than the re- 
mains of a great gilded dragon, originally 
/ufpended over a Chinefe temple be- 
longing to her ladffliip's maternal greats- 
grandfather, though fo happily executed, 
that, like Hamlet's cloud, you might fay 
it was equally like a '.' camel, oranoufel, 
or a whale." 

But though thefe ycftiges of remote 

Superiority might rather excite the doubts 

than fix the conviftion of the obferver of 

coftumc, the Macdonalds and PowerC- 

courts preferred unqueftinable claims to 

the honours. of antiquity,— extend ve in- 

• ... • ^ 

fluchce and ample poffcffipns* It fomc- 
times happensj that clofe- attention to ad- 

vendtious 
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ventitious orfantaftic appendages induces 
us to overlook inherent permanent qua- 
lities. Lady Madelina's zeal for the dig* 
nity of her family was fo warmly exer- 
cifed in the defence of old Donald*s gal- 
ley, that flie had no leifure to advert to 
the fearlefs intrepidity and the generous 
liberality with which her anceftors de- 
fended the rights of their clan, and fuc- 
<:ourcd their oppreffed dependants during 
the period that the houfe of Stuart fate 
upon the Sfottilh throne. " They 
*fhone the glory of the north*' till after 
the reftoration r but the reign of Charles 
the fecond, fo fatal to principle and mo- 
rality, fifft cofitamlnated the houfe of 
Monteith, and lapped the foundations 
of its feudal greatnefs. In the voluptu- 
ous court of that diffipated monarch, the 
then earl forgot the wild fliores of Loch 
LonfK>nd, and' the' ** flowery borders of 
the ancient Forth s' - and abandoning his 

caftlc 
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cadle to ruliij and his dependants to de« 
ipaio glittered a faint fatellite in the 
train of tinfcl greatnefs. His extrava- 
gance and prodigality were^n fome de- 
gree repaired by the alliance of his fuc« 
ceflbr with the heirefs of a rich Blackwell- 
hall fadlor; but the archives of the family 
are rather filent upon that headj and 
jady Madelina could never relate a (ingle 
anecdote explanatory of the event of 
thofe diigraceful nuptials. Since that 
^period, the Macdonalds Had perfevered 
in the plan of leaving thcYamily eftate^ 
clearfrom incunibrances>to the eldeil fon. 
.The younger fons either fell in the de- 
fence of their councfy^ orftarved in fomc 
obfcure cornefi ^hile the daughters had 
only their high birth to add to the per- 
fonal qualifications of merit and beauty^ 
advantages not always fufficicnt to attraft 
the mercenary heart of man. With no 
other portion lady Madelina herfelf be- 

ilowed 
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(lowed on the fortunate head of the 
houfe of Frazcr, the ineftimable treafurc 
of her hand. He was indeed far advanced 
into the vale of years> and his tide was 
only fimple Sir Simon; but herladyfliip 
preferred him to all the dukes^ marquifTest 
and earhj who> according to the indubi- 
table teftimony of herfelf and her maid 
Peggy, had for more than twenty yeirs 
unremitdngly implored her compaflion. 
The father of the young earl, whofc 
nuptials with the heirefs of Powerfcourt 
have been announced in the beginning 
of this chapter, fell a vi6lim to the de- 
mon of modem honour, about the iame 
time that the pale orgies of diflipatton 
had made a vifible inroad in his lady's 
. health. The Ihock at the dreadful cir« 
ctimftances of his exit hallened the cruel 
attacks of diftafe, and flie expired 4 few 
months after her lord. The noble pair 
had ever found each other's fociety too 

vapid 
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vapid to difpcl the gloom of one domef- 
tic evening ; yet his lordfliip conceived 
himielf obliged to relent the intrufioft 

of a young ofEcer, who entered her lady- 
Ihip's box at the opera at a time when 
the earl was of her party. He fell at the 
.firft fire, and the countefs found it im- 
pofllble 10 furvivc him. The fcandalouJ 
chronicles of the age aflcrtcd, that thfe 
colonel's appearance was neither unex- 
pefted nor unwelcome to any but the 
earl, and that difappointment and the 
necelllty of feclufion and oeconomical 
retrenchment, barbed the mortal dart of 
woe in the bofom of the fair inconfola- 
ble. Till I am convinced that jealoufy 
is the only motive which can direft the 
attention of a hufband to his own wife, 
; and that connubial forrow wants energy 
to; break the. fragile thread of female ex- 
•iftenee, I (hall adhere to my own rcprc* 

. fentation of this cataftrophe. 

Lord 
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* Lord Montcith, following the ex- 
ample of his projgenkors, left his cftatc 
totally unincumbered to his only fon 
James* His beautiful daughter Arabella 
found a proteftrefs in the friendfliip of 
her aunt, lady Madclina, who adopted 
her as her own daughter, and pub- 
licly declared her refolution, in cafe 
ihe fhould produce no heir to the houfe 
of Frazcr, to bequeath to her all the 
^triple pofieOlons with which fir Stmon'Su 
tender gratitude had endowed his be- 
loved iiride. At the age of feventeen, 
after, having experienced the adulation 
and the luxury of two London winters; 
the iovely Arabella fet out for her aunt's 
caftk ficUatcd in the wilds of Lochaber; 
whetcj by the indiljpofition of (ir Simon> 
«ow reduced to a ftate bordering upon 
fecond chtklbood, fhe had the melan- 
choly proijpid of being pcrfcdJy im- 
Jtwred, " ' ' 

Her 
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Her brother's plans were more cligi* 
ble and agreeable. Hb guardians in- 
filled that in his education he fhoiild 
purfue the routine ufually adopted bf 
young men of his elevated rank. He 
had been entered at one of our 
public fchoolsy and thence removed to 
the Univerfity. To countcrafk a dan- 
gerous propenfity to the fetal allure- 
ments of Newmarket^ it was propofcd 
immediately after his fether's death, that 
he Ihould make the tour of Europe. 
He returned when of age> affumed the 
fortunes of his family, and with them 
the reprefentation of the ancient peer- 
age of Scotland m^'the Britifh ParKa- 
meot» an honour which had been for 
ibme time enjoyed by his anceftors. 

Since the forms of his eledlion ren- 
dered his preience neceflary at Holyrood 
Houfe> he could not avoid paying a 
vifit . to the feat . of his family. His 

manners 
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manners were popular^ his countenance 
ftrikingly prepoflefling, and his pcrfon 
dignified^ athletic^ and gr^cefuL The 
Highlanders recognized in the " bonny 
Lad** the true reprefentati ve of the houfe 
of Macdonald ; and the ancient depend* 
antSt who^ fince their lairds had d««» 
ferted Monteith, vegetated on the fpot 
which the attachments of their youth 
rendered eminently dear to them> led 
their young mailer the Hour of his domam^ 
tad pointed out to h|m its local advan* 
tages. They endeavoured to dircft his 
attenttoa to the maiTy grandeur of his 
cafile walk^ the extcafive p/ofpoSt eo<^ 
joyed from its lurre{s» and t^ faded 
tnagniixceiicc of its mouldering furniture. 
They repeatedly affiired him, that in his 
grandfather's time Monteith boaftcd a 
diftinguiihed preference over the abod^ 
of any other Htghknd chieftain. The 
young Noblemaa was not paffionately 

attached 



24 A "fALE Of f RE TIMES. 

attached to ruins j the ftormy. wfnds^ 
howling through the long galleries, dif- 
turbed his repofc, and he wifhcd for no 
nearer acquaintance with the genius of 
the tempeft. He bellowed with a li- 
beral hand fuch relief as would aflford 
poverty a temporary aid ; but, without 
exerting fufficient patience to inveftigatc. 
the caufc of the calamity, or (ufficient 
courage to redrefs the evil* which even 
^ curfory glance difcbvered, he haftened 
to Kinloch Caftle, to pay his dutifol 
refpe£ts to lady Madeline. 

Neither the manners nor the refidencc 
of her ladylhip were calculated to re- 
move the difgtift with which « Scot and 
Scotland had infpired him/' The houfe 
was (ituated on a bare precipice, the 
foot of which was wafhed by the ftormy 
fea that feparated the m^in land from 
the Hebrides! . When its. amiable mif« 
trcfs remoyed .from the deferred walls 
.:: of 
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of Monteith, flie carritd with her all 
her «^ Houfehold Gods/' I mean, the 
venerable inhabitants of the picture 
gallery, and the fcreens, chairs, and 
tapeftry hangings, with which the 
white-armed fpinfters of Macdonald had 
fucceflively decorated their family-feat. 
Sir Simon, doubtlcfs, felt fincere exult- 
ation at this valuable acquidtion ; he 
only ftipulated that the remains of his 
progenitors (hould not yield their places* 
to the new comers. A coalition was 
therefore formed, and every, wall and 
apartment in the caftle was crowded 
with multiplied garniture. Screen cpn- 
cealed fcreen, chair fupported chair i a 
ftripe of Jacob meeting Efau repaired 
the difaftrous rents too vifible in the 
taking of Troy, and puzzled the Ci- 
ceroni who attempted to unravel the 
confufed hiftoryj while Frazers and 
Macdonalds, placed in full oppofition, 
VOL, I. c . frowned 
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frowned fierce defiance upon each other, 
regardlefs of the bond which now united 
the once rival families, and ungrateful 
to lady Madelina's eloquence, who 
gratuitoufly performed the part of eulo- 
gift to them alK 

On the third day after her nephew's 
arrival, when fiic had explained the 
family exploits to the eleventh century, 
he unluckily recoUefted a moft preffing 
engagement which called him inftantly 
to London. The occafion was fo ur- 
gent, that hi could not poflibly ftay to 
hear the fate of fome collateral branches 
which were then divided from the pa- 
rent ftock. Lord Monteith threw him- 
fclf into his poft-chaife, and fo ftrongly 
did the conneftions of his anceftors 
roufe his domeftic feelings, that he 
could think of nothing but getting a 
good hulband for his fitter, to free her 
from her confinement, till difffercnc 
fcenc3 excited gayv ideas* 
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In this calm feat he drew tlie healthful gale^ 

The happy monarch of hps fylvan train j 

HerCi fided by the guardians of his fold » 

He walkM his rounds* and cheer*d his bleft domain f 

His days, the days x)f unftain'd nature, roll*d. 

Replete with peace and joy, like patriarchs of old. 

Thomsoi^* 

In the precccfing Chapter I introduced 
my readers to the family of the* bride* 
groom ; but I muft beftpw fevcral on 
that of the bride. 

Sir William Powerfcourt*s was cer- 

' tainly a moft Angular charafter, and in one 
particidar he widely differed from many 
gentlemen of his rank in fociety. His 
ftrong attachment to the (eat of his an* 
ceftors was mpre the refult of generous 
philanthropy than of any lucrative con- 

. fideration. It is true, he confidered 
J^owericourt-houfe as circumfcribing 

c 2 , within 
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•within its domain all the beauties that 
fancy ever feigned j but, as he rode round 
his eftate; his feelings refembled thofe 
of a confcienti-ous guardian rather than 
of a fclf-accountable owner, and the land- 
lord and mafter were in his beneficent 
bofom ever funk in the milder qualities 

.of the protedlor and the friend. His 
hofpitable doors were open to indigence; 
his delicacy was never hurt by the fim- 
plicity of ruftic manners ; and though 
the indolence of his temper fometimes 
prevented him from taking an aftivc 

' part in reftraining oppreflion, or intro- 
ducing merit to its deferved reward, his 
liberal purfe was always ready to reme- 
dy the defeft. " My good neighbour 
" Jones," faid he one day, " I certainly 
" might write to the lord lieutenant, 
" and get that rogue of an adjutant 
" broke, who would not admit that 
[^ your fon David was of a proper fize 

" for 
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*^ for the militia, though he fwore-in 
*' other fubftitutes two inches (horter ; 
" but perhaps the man has nothing to 
f^ live upon' but his commiflion, and, 
" being very poor, is forced to do dirty 
" adions. Here ; remember me to 

David ; tell him, that I like a lad of 
Tpirit; andi there are the ten guineas he 

was difappointed of/' A little time 
afterward, in confequence of fome ne- 
farious proceedings being difcovered, the 
adjutant waited upon fir William to en- 
treat his interceffion with lord W. in his 
behalf. He pleaded long-fervice and the 
hurry of bufinefs in his defence, and 
hinted at the wants of a large family. 
« Sir,'' faid fir William, " I dare fay that 
^^ what you tell mc is very true j but as it 
" is not my own affair, I don't like to 
« write to my kinfman or trouble him 
*^ aboqt it. But as you feem to have 
" puzzled yourfclf a little in thefe army 

c 3 " matters. 
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^^ matters, I think y ou had better try fome 
'^ other plan of life. lean put you into 
" a farm, and make you gamekeeper 
*' of one of my manors j and 1 hope 
" you won't think it an employ beneath 
^' you, for I fhall always be glad to fee 
*' you at Powerfcourt.'* The offer was 
accepted; and fir William afterwards 
owned, that, befide two years' rent, 
he loft a confidcrable fum with which 
he had entrufted him, to enable him to 
fet up ; but his benevolent heart never 
fuffered him to wifti the deed undone : 
« for,'' faid he, « though I believe the 
" man was no better than a cHeat, his 
" wife appeared to be a very notable 
" woman, and brought up her family 
** very well." 

Sir WilKam did not marry till he was 
much on the wrong fide of forty ; and 
even then that event proceeded from the 
fame principled which governed allhis ac- 
tions. 
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rions. The wife of ^ neighbouring gen* 

tleman delicately hinted, that one of her 

daughters was (b deeply in love with 

him, that death rnuft be the inevitable 

confcquence of his obduracy. The good 

baronet was thunderftruck ; he had no 

predileftion for marriage, and certainly 

no preference for the young lady thus 

obtruded upon his choice. Hh confciencc 

entirely vindicated him from any wicked 

defign of dealing the fair one's affcdions; 

neither his glafs nor his flatterers had 

ever attributed to him the moft diftant 

refemblance to an Adonis, and he 

wondered much that anjr body fhould 

fall in love with his brown bob and Ke« 

venhuller hat j but fince it was fo, (and 

the lady's mother protcfted (he did not 

exaggerate,) he never fhould enjoy any 

peace of mind, if he cogld think himfelf 

the caufe of making a fellow-creature 

mifcrablc (for far William could not 

C4 give 
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give entire credit to the dying part of the 
ftory). Rather than have fuch a weight 
upon his confcience, he would marry. 

Lady Powerfcourt, however, very 
foon after her marriage^ difcovered that 
fhe had made a great miftake, and was 
incautious enough to difclofc the fecret 
to her hufband. It was not from the 
brown bob nor Kevenhuller hat that 
the god of love took aim when he 
pierced her tender bofom, nor was the 
mortal Ihaft barbed by the virtues which 
adoriied the refpedablc character to 
which they were appendages. Like Hu- 
dibras's Cupid^ he certainly 

€t ....^ FixM his ftand 
<< Upon a wealthy jointure land/* 

Powerfcourt-houfe pofleffed irrefiftible 
attra6lions, and (he had heard her papsb 
and mamma frequently aflcrt, that if fir 
William would but marry a woman of 
tafte, it might be made pnc of the 

fwecteft 



A TALE OF T»E TIMES. 33 

iweete^ places in all North Wales. She 
knew that fir Ralph Morgan's lady 
Ipcnt all the .winter at Bath, the fpring 
in London, the fummer at her country- 
feat, and in the autumn took a tour ; 
that fhe drove four in hand, gave balls, 
kept a groom, of the chambers, and a 
French waiting- maid, had tvvelve new 
drefles a-year, and fet the fafliions for 
all the country -, yet fir Ralph's eftater 
was not half fo large as fir William's. 
What heart could refifl: fuch invincible 
attractions ? She immediately fell very 
deeply in love. 

I have in a former publication ven- 
tured to give my opinion, that the two 
faces of Hymen are not exacfl counter- 
parts to each other. The fmiling coun- 
tenance which fronts the long vifta lead- 
ing to his temple, has few traits of 
fimilitude to the auftcre phyfiognomy 
which is dcfcried by thofe who, after 

Q 5 they 
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^y have offered facrificc, retire behind 
his altar. The difcuflSon of prelimina- 
rks might have Ccmvmccd the lady that 
the nt3f>tial cup contained fome drops of 
an acid quality. To. the charms of 
Powcrfcoia-t fhe had annexed one grand 
ingredient, which unhappily did not 
exift, at leaft not in its iuppoled mag- 
nitude, I mean, the uneafinefs of fir Wil- 
fiam's difpofition. Though " gehtle as 
zephyr blowing underneath a violet" 
upon moft oecafions, he had upon othert 
a little of the old bachelor's tenacity 
about him. He would keep lady Pow* 
crfcourt a coach and fix with all his 
heart, but he did not like ladies driving 
four in hand. She might have half a 
dozen EngliJh waiting-women if|flie 
pleafed, and as many Welch ones, but 
he did not approve of French fiUes de 
chambre. He had no objeftion to 
her giving balls to the neighbouring 

young^ 
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young ladies, and Ae might make them a^ 
happy as (he could i but he thoi^ht that 
married ladies ought not to be jigging 
•about themfclves : and as to drefs, flie 
might be clothed every day in filver 
brocade j but his wife (hould never weai: 
feathers and flowers in her head-drefs, 
like a ftage- player. 

The grand point of difpute, however, 
was theoccupationof thefourfcafons. He 
was willing to take her to town for three 
>tnonths, becaufe the country muft be 
rather dull to women in winter, as they 
could neither (hoot nor huntj and if (he 
were not well, he woidd accompany her 
to Bath or any where that would do her 
fervice ; but to Kve at Powerfcourt only 
three months — what would all his neigh- 
bour^ fay, and how would his tenants go 
on without him 1 My lady drove to con- 
vince him • that their opinions were not 
worth regarding ; but fir William was 

c 6 firm. 
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.firm. He had long confidcrcd them as 
rational creatures, and he coiild not haf- 
tjly renounce that opinion ; befide, he 
was fond of farming, and deeply en- 
gaged in fchemes of agricultural im- 
provements and if he flayed fo little at 
home, he muft either be the dupe of 
impofition, or renoynce thofe purfuits. 
Here his obliging confort hinted, that, 
fince he was fo engaged in rural purfuits, 
bufinefs allowed him a fair excufe for ab- 
fence, and ftie would be willing occa- 
lionally to difpenfe with his attendance. 
Sir William was not remarkably quick 
of apprehenfion ; and, certainly, moft 
bridegrooms in his fituation would have 
been inclined to refer the lady's propofal 
rather to the exuberant dcfire of grati- 
fying his peculiar inclination, than to 
any latent wi(h of being deprived of his 
fociety. He faw it quite in that point 
of view i and though he made noanfwcr 

at 
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at the time, yet a retrofpcflive conli- 

deration of the ineffable condefcenfion 
which prompted her. to give up what (h^ 
had repeatedly declared to be the grearcft 
blefling of her exiftence,. his dear conver- 
fation, rather than tear him from fcenes to 
which he was attached, convinced him 
that he ought to make fome facrifice to 
reward fuch felf-denying complacency. 
One journey to Bath was therefore pro- 
mifed, an annual vifit to London had 
been before tacitly agreed to, and I am 
not certain whether the overflowings 
of gratitude might not hav€ compelled 
the good baronet to fubmit to be whirled 
about eighty miles a-day along rough 
roads by way of taking an autumnal tour, 
had not his lady, inftead of rewarding 
his compliance by a gentle fmile, aflfumcd 
fomething of a mortified afpeft when he 
announced his defign of accompanying 
her. He was willing to attribute this 

fudden 
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fuddcn change to her dtCitc of having 
the hiagnificent plans that fhe had juft 
formed for the improvement of Powerf- 
court carried into execution under her 
own infpeftion ; and this hope recon- 
ciled him to fchemes which had at firft 
met with fome oppofition. He had ob- 
jefted to her dcfign of cutting down the 
long avenue of oaks which led to the 
lioufe, and converting the ground into 
a fweeping lawn, dotted with lilacs and 
laburnums, interfperfed with Chincfe 
temples and leaden ftatues. He was 
equally av*rfe to the removal of his 
ftraight yew hedges; for, though all the 
world was againft him, he conceived 
them more natural than the iharp angles 
of that modern embellifhment, a ferpen* 
tine walk. He thought too that the ftag's 
horns and crofs-bows were as proper in- 
ternal ornaments as papier- machec deco- 
rations; and many a bitter figh did ic 

coft 
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coft him, when his lady^s mamma and 
fifters joined in protcfting, that, unlcfs 
the dark Gothic windows and htdeoi» 
tapeftry hangings were removed from the - 
drawing-room, and light fafhcs and India 
paper fubftituted in their ftead, they 
fliould fall into hyfterics every time they 
went into the robm j but his trantport at 
the idea that thefe propofed aiteratiom 
had tended to attach his wife to a Ipot 
which would be honoured with fuch in- 
dubitable proofs of her tailc and genius, 
determined him to be a paflivc fpedator 
of every propofed aheration* 

It was in the month of September that 
fir William was made the happicft of 
men. Two months were allotted to ce- 
remonious vifitings, during which the 
nuptial retinue moved over every moun- 
tain, dale, foreft, and glen, which the 
temerity of the coachman pronounced 
paflable. Sir William had the gallantry 

always 
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always to accompany his lady ; he heardf 
all her wedding paraphernalia univer- 
fally admired, and his own brown and 
gold pronounced immenfely becomings 
while his point ruffles were cried up as the 
very fummit of elegance, Unaccuftomed, 
however,. to the duties of the toilet, he 
grew weary of white gloves and powdered 
perukes j and, recolledling with pleafure 
that all his vifits were paid, he rcfumed 
his drab frock and brown bob with lin- 
gular complacency. He was meditating 
a quiet ride round his farm, when my 
lady, entering, interrupted his agreeable 
reverie by informing him, . that Ihe had 
received a letter from lady Morgan, who 
was then at Bath, and in filled upon it 
that they muft come there immediately. 
The moft divine aftor was juft come 
out, who infinitely tranfcended Garrick 
when in the meridian * of his powers; 
be fide, all the world was there, arid her 

numcrpus 
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numerous acquaintance were anxious to 
be introduced to a lady of whole beauty 
andaccomplilhments they heard fo much. 
To her ladyfhip's intimation that they 
muft fet oflF immediately, fir William 
replied, that it certainly was impoffible ; 
there were more than fifty workmen em- 
ployed in embellifliing the houfe and 
gardens: but the provident forccaft of 
lady Powerfcourt had provided an un- 
anfwerable refutation of this objedlion. 
She had engaged a mod capital improver 
to come down, and find out all the ca- 
pabilities which the houfe and local 
fcenery pofleflcd.- Sir William might 

r 

rely impliciriy upon the tafte and judg- 
ment of this gentleman, who had given 
fatisfaftion to moft of the nobility and 
gentry in the kingdom, by exercifing 
what might almoft be called the magic 
power of turning every place into fome- 
thing exaiSlly oppofite to what it was 

before^ 
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before^ The family archives intimate 
that (ir William was more alarmed than 
delighted at this information; and ic 
is fuppofcd that the journey to Bath 
would have been deferred till after Mr# 
Outline had finilhed Powerfeourt^if my 
lady had not been taken ill with a vio-* 
lent ftomach diforder the next mornings 
for which the phyficians could find no 
remedy but an immediate ufe of thofc 
falubrious waters which King Bladud 
fortunately difcoveredy to the unipeakable 
advantage of all tender huibands and 
indulgent fathers. 



f 
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CHAP. IV, k 

I 

There AfFe6latron wiib a (ickly mien 
Shows in her face the rofes of eighteen! 
Pra^tsM to iif)>/and hang the head afide. 
Faints into airs, and languifhes with pride % 
On the rich quilt finks with becoming woe^ 
Wrapp'd in a gown for ficknefs and for ftiew. 

Rape of the LocXr 

The fpeedy abatement of lady Powerf- 
court's complaint announced the wifdom 
of the prefcription ; but (he was a long 
time extremely languid, out of fpirits, 
and too nervous to bear the fatigue of 
returning home to the " flaky fnow*' 
and '* warping wind/' that were-conco- 
niitant to the mountains furrounding 
Powerfcourt. In proof that her cafe 
required a warmer fituation, the very 
propofal of leaving Bath brought on a 
relapfe, and the extreme delicacy of her 
health would not even fufFcr her to fpare 

iir 
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lir William juft to take a little peep to 
fee how Mr, Outline went on with his 
extenfive projeds. - Profound politicians 
are generally believed to have a real as 
well as an oftenfible reafon for their ac- 

r 

tionsi and though her ladyfliip pleaded, 
that if he did go fhe might probably 
expire without having his dear hand to 
clofe her eyes, it is fufpefted, that, like 
a good wife, fhe wiflied to keep his from 
witneffing fcenes which might irritate 
a more profeffed ftoic. Convinced that 
Mr. Outline's tafte would appear to con- 
iummate advantage if no impediments 
obftrufted his defigns, fhe dragged fir 
William every night to the rooms or the 
theatre, places fhe was abfolutely obliged 
to attend, in order to prevent the low 
fever which attacked her every evening 
that fhe was perfuaded to pafs at home. 
In a little time the penfive languor of 
lady Powerfcourt's countenance, unfor- 
tunately 
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V 

tunately miftaken for the gloom of dif- 
content, and the Angular manners of her 
conftant attendant, excited general ob- 
fervatioh ; and the report that flie was a 
pretty young creature facrificed by her 
mercenary parents to a rich, foolifli, 
jealous, old inamorato, gave an eclat to 
her charafter, which neither conftant 
indifpofition, nor the moft fcrupulous 
attention to the variations of drefs would 
otherwife have excited. Ladies of the 
firft confequence invited her to their . 
whift parties i her box at the play at- 
-traded the moft elegant beaus. The 
former found that ftie loft money with 
the beft grace imaginable, and the latter 
difcovered that (he had an infinitude of 
wit. That mercilcfs complaint enntdy 
which all fir William's long hift'orics 
and ftill longer arguments had rather 
increafed than diminifhed, fled at the 

firft touch of the fafcinating wand of 
* . > public 



46 A TALE OF THE TIMES. 

public admiration. Some iay^ chat the 
tyrant only yielded one vi<5bim to £bcure 
another i it is certain, that while lady 
Powericourt dreflcd, talked^ laughed, and 
ivas confidered as in the higheft ton, fir 
William concluded a long letter to his 
fteward with a complaint, ^* That he 
<^ felt exa<ftly like a fifli out of water/' 

Intoxicated by pleafure and adulation, 
her ladyftiip anxioufly wiftied to extend 
her triumphs beyond the narrow bound 
of a Bath fcafon. The itinerant world, 
at whofe idol Ihrine fhe had refolved 
to facrifice, had now transferred itsiccnc 
of empire to London, and fhe was im- 
patient to (hine a peerlefs ftar in a new 
hemifpheres but fome difficulties flood in 
the way. She had fcen enough of life 
to be. convinced that fir William's ftiff 
drapery, formal manners, and obfolete 
opinions, formed as direct a cohtrafttQ 
the eafy accommodating laws of modern 

9 etiquette. 
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etiquette, as the ftuirdy oak of the foreft 
does to the bending eafe of the plianc 
willow. She had heard obfervations in-^ 
finitely to his difadvantage ; and though 
Ihe could colleft no more than that he was 
a bore and a quiz, (he was very fure that 
thefe cabaliftic terms of fafhion mud im« 
port every thing thatwas horrid and de- 
teftable. Since her evil liars had, previous 
to her entree in the great world, bound her 
for life to fuch a partner, Ihe muft make 
the beft of her hard fate, and endeavour to 
balance the mifery of his fociety for 
one part of $he year againft the advan^ 
tage o(lpending his money during the re- 
mainder. Lady Morgan had afTured her, 
"^ that of all places in the world a hufband 
was leaft wanted at London. The late 
hours and perpetual rputine of engage- 
ments left no leifiire for domeftic conver- 
fation; and,0ie added, fir Ralph was fo en- 
tirely of her mind, that he always devoted 

the 
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the time fhe ipent there to the imufe- 
ments of hunting and fhooting groufc. 

Having received information that the 
improvement of Powerfcourt had ad- 
vanced fo far as to defy the poflibility of 
their being completed, or indeed com- 
prehended, by any perfon but the pro- 
jedor, (he became very anxious that fir 
William fhould look a little after his 
eftate, and at leaft be there in time to 
attend the approaching audit. But the 
worthy baronet was by this time become 
very uneafy about the ftability of poffef- 
fions more fragile than the wide do*- 
mains of which his anceftors had left 
him unrivalled lord. His good fenfe 
taught him the wide diflimilarity between 
his own manners and thofe of the gay 
fantaftic train who conftantly hovered 
round his lady whenever fhe appeared in 
public. He was certain th?LtthQmonkies(for 
he honoured them with that appellation) 

would 
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vroiM be pert enough to laugh at his 
way when his back was turned j and 
he had feen fo many ftrange things in 
this world, that if he returned to Wales 
infteadof accompanying his lady to town, 
they might fill her head with ftranger 
notions than fomehow or other the poor 
thing had already acquired. Her pre- 
fent fituation rendered contradiftion very 
difficulty but if he fhould like her beha- 
viour in town no better than he had 
done at Bath, he refolved, when once 
his Ton and heir was iafe in the world, to 
tell her very plainly, that (he. was wel- 
come to make herfelf as happy as Ihe 
could at Powerfcourt, but that he never 
would agree to any more journies of 
pleafure. Solacing himfelf with this 
fcheme of future rcfiftance, he yielded 
to the prcfcnt torrent j and, afluring her 
that he had no wifli to return to Wales 
VOL, !♦ D without 
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without her, they fct off for Bcrkcley- 
iquare. 

I would not recommend the counte- 
nances of the Powerfcourts on their arr 
rival in London, as models to a painter 
who wilhed to embody the fair idea of 
connubial happinefs. Though the lady'3 
might derive a few lively traits from the 
hope that flic was entering upon a fcenc 
of CQnqueft, yet the apprchcnfion that fir 
William was projefting fccr^et hoftilitie^ 
placed her cxaftly in the fituation of a 
general whofe movements are care- 
fully watched by a ftrong army of ob- 
fervation which it would be imprudent 
openly to attack. Sir William's diflike 
of the journey increafed every ftep he 
took, and he entered London with a 
firm expeftation that the place and the 
people would prove equally difagrccable. 
In lieu of the tafte and elegance with 
which lady Powerfcourt was every where 

fafcinated^ 
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lafcifiatcdi he faw nothing but ifflpcrtij^ 
ncncc and frippery. The late hours 
were infufferable to a m*n ^vho jofe at 
fix> dined at three, and difmiiled his 
houfehold with family prayers dt tciu 
He was fhoeked at the rcfiptmeiit triiich 
baniflied ferious difcujGBon from poliflaed 
circles ; and he never could isMy oxntt^ 
prihcnd the duties of lahoriow idlene& 
the arcana of modern vifuing, the va** 
nity of univerfal acquaintance, or thofe 
Teftraints upon the en^otions of gf^pine 
nature which fafbion prefcribes and ifv- 
fipidity adopts* Every thing fir Wilr 
iiam heard 9nd faw had to him an air of 
the marvellous. He could fear cely believe 
that the admirer of vercd, who piqited 
himfelf upon his knowledge of Greek and 
Roman ruins, might be ignorant of the 
archite&ural magnificence of chie Capital 
.of the Britifti elmplire^ He thought the 
pure honour of a peer or a fcnator muft 

D 2 be 
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he fuliied by condefcending to admit a 
profefled Iharper to be the companion 
t>( his convivial hours. He never could 
reconcile Sunday routs widi his notion 
of a fteady well-regulated femily ; and 
he abfolutely intcrdifted lady Powerf- 
court from alTociating with what was 
then termed the frjt circle, when he 
- came to know that Ibme of its fair mem- 
bers occafionally difpcnfed with the 
ian6lions of female decorum* 

This way of thinking was certainly 
very fingiilar. 5 but Sir William's preju- 
dices in thefe and a variety of other in- 
ftances were not to be vanquiflied by 
the light artillery of raillery, which was 
frequently played off againft him in 
public, or by the more formidable bat- 
tery of fighs, tears, and fain tings, by 
which his gentle lady ftrove to induce 
him to fpeak and look like other people. 
Even the tender argument, that a man 

who 
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who really loved his wife muft adopt all 
her fcntiments, and confirm to all her 
wifties, was inefFcftually oppofed to the 
rigid pertinacity with which fir William 
defended the principles that he had 
ever confidered to be the out-works 
of religion and morality. The circuiii* 
(lances which had induced him to put 
his *' free condition into circumfpcc- 
tion'' did not appear to him to favour 
the claims of female fupremacy; and he 
entertained the very heterodox notion, 
that when a lady falls violently in love, 
the favoured gentleman has a right to 
€xpe£t that fhe will make an obliging 
attentive wife, rather more ftudious of 
his humour, than devoted to the indul- 
gence of her own. This is not the only 
notion in which the lords of the crea* 
tion are mifled by that vanity of which 
nature has given them a preponderant 
ihare* The delicacy of the female mind 

D 3 may 
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may very poffibly be attached to the 
fplendid title$|4arge poITelBons^ or hand-* 
ibmc equipages of a gentleman, when the 
gentleman himfelf, confidered s^att from 
all thefe appendages^ would never Jiriks. 
any body fupecior to his dairy -^ntaid^ 
Would it not .be unjtift to^charjge a 
conntefs with inconfiflency, becaufe (he 
>iegie&ed her noble earl^c when all fh« 
time her heart had been only attracted 
by xlie luftrc of his coronet ? The noble 
carl's chagrin entirely proceeds from the 
delufions of ^fclf- flattery, which whit 
pered that his individual ielf was the afl*- 
potent load-ftone, when in reality the 
m^ntac influence daited from his ele« 
gant villa and liberal fettlement i or per* 
iiaps an enamelled watch and diamond 
hoop-ring, might form the infatuating 
talifman. I hope this explanatory ruk 
will be applied to all matches which pro- 
ceed from the ftrong attachment of a 

« difcrcet 
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^ difcreet young creature*' to a " very 
good fort of a man a few years oldcir 
than herfclf It might prefcrvc, many 
a rcfpcdlable bachelor from the vexation 

of difappointment, and prevent the cen- 
Ibrious from fixing the charge of incoh- 
liftcricy upon many a lady's charaftcr, 
who rather defcrves admiration for un- 
Ihaken conftancy. But to return from 
my digreffion— 

. Faflhion, who in one of her whimficaj 
moments elevated lad^ Powerfcourt into 
a firft-rate toaft at Bathj capricioufly 

denied h«r in Loqdon the eclat to which 
Ihe now conceived herfelf entitled. Th% 
glofs of novelty was pad, and the at- 
traction of the ridiculous was leflcned 
by the appearance of frefh cccentriGitics 
in newer charafters. She* dreflcd wich 
greater taftcj and her repartees poffefled 

fupcrior wit and brilliancy j but the 

D 4 gazer 
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gazer and the Hftener no longer aa- 
nounccd her triumph. 

My matronly friends aflure me, that 
one prime ingredient of marriage felicity 
is, that you always have a helpmate at 
hand, to whom you transfer the burden 
of faults and misfortunes. Lady Powerf- 
court could find no other reafon for her 
going out of falhion, than that fir Wil- 
liam, not content with his own fingula- 
rities, had abfolutely prohibited her from 
dafiiing in a grand ftyle. No entreaties 
would prevail upon him to let lord 
Jehu drive her in his phaeton up the 
park in a morning, though hfs ponies 
were the fweeteft little fpirited creatures 
in the world, and the ride would be of 
infinite {ervice to her health and fpirits. 
Her head was nine inches lower than 
any body's at the opera, and though 
moft ladies wore fruit and vegetables by 
way of aigrette^ and lady Morgan 

fported 
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iported a beautiful bunch of amcthyfl: 
grapes with a little gold chaffinch peck- 
ing at them, fhc hcrfclf muft wear no- 
thing but plain riband and blond. She 
might not even play for gold} nay> fir 
William was fo puritanic^^ and l^h an 
enemy to a Kttle harniilefs mirth, that 
fhe was forced to be as cautious Jn avoid* 
ing a double mtmdre or a witticifm 
upon prieftcraft, as if flic were wife to 
the Archbifhop of Canterbury. What, 
woman of fpiric could brook fuch re-^, 
ftriftions? If fhe muft be moped up,, 
better return and rufticatc at Powcrf^. 
court> than Ht like Tantalus within 
reach of the defired enjoyment which 
fhc was not permitted to fhare* She 

hinted to her hufband Ibmethinff like a 

tj * 

wifti to do fo in a moment of moody dif- 
content, occaGoncd by his peremptory 
declaration that (he (hould not go to a 
mafqucrade,. though the ticket was pro- 

D 5 cured. 
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cured, the ditft befpokc, and the party 
formed for the happy occafion. He for 
once cordially ^cquiefced in her wi(hes> 
by declaring, thatjt was the very plan 
he meant to propofe. ^^ I am fare, my 
*^ dcar,*^ faid he, ^' your health has 
^^ been greatly injured by living in this 
*^ fmoky unwholefome j^ce ; and the 

*^ late hours and conftatit racketing have 
^^ worn your poor nerves all to pieces* 
*• You have quite loft your colour, and 
•* ari not half fo cheerful as you ufcd 
•' to be when galloping over the Wellh 
*' ittountains 5 but a little good country 
'^ air will foon fet all to rights again ; 
*^ and fo take leave of your friends j for, 
*' fince you wifli it, I am determined to 
** fet off for Powerfcourt on Monday^ 
** morning.*' V 

The general tenor of (ir William 
Powerfcouft's charafterwas yielding phi- 
Janthcopyi but he could at times afliime 

a quiet 
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a quicc firmnefs which difcowccrted op*' 
polkion. Hcrkdylhip muft eidkr dif-^ 
jpttte or febity and Ihe diofe the laci€r> 
as'the moft g<ntlewoinanKke fty\t of 
cdQtfradiftion* Sir WiHUm was vtry 
fortfy aijd very affiduous to rcftore her j 
biit rive reviving fair iaw no figns of v 
doiDptind^ioni in bis countenance^ nor 
cH4i he) .by inqpuiring after the cauHe of 
h?^ dUordfr. give hei; w opportunity of 
pQiotiag out ^e only iweaas of prevent* 
iftg a relapfe. - Indeed) he was becottit 
ruber caUous f» £e-away argtimaiitsi 
a^d. though hi& native candour ^umed 
fufpicion^ .their frequent recurrence kd 
him to doubt the exigence of the fto« 
mach ipafms whence this difagree«> 
able excurfion had originated. I mean 
by thefe obfervations to caudon my 
readers to be very Iparing in the ufe 
of thefe <hef'd^csuvres of female general- 
Ihip, becaufc the too great frequency of 

p 6 am 
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ad ambufcade only puts the enerfty ihorcir 
conftantly upon his guard. Violent hyfte- 
ricsj floods of tear s^ and every fign o£ 
gentle defpondency, confirmed fir Wil-. 
liam in the convi^ion that hb ladyV^ 
life depended upon her remoinng imme*^ 
diately from a place where (he was fo* 
dreadfully indifpofed^ and fhe founds 
herfelf on Monday morning on the road' 
to Caernarvonfhtre^ maugre the opinion: 
of all the fine ladies of her acquaintance^, 
united to her own^ that (he Was mucb 
too weak to bear the journey, and would- 
certainly expire before (he got twentjr 
miles out of London. i / 
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With here a fountain, never to be playM ; 

And there a fummer iioure, that knows no (hade^ 
- Here Am'phitrite fails through myrtle bow*rs { 
] .There gladiators fight^ oc<Ue>, in flowVs..- 

Th£ traveller who purfues a road witfe 
which he is unacquainted always findft^ 
unexpe^ed pleafures nringled with un* 
fbrefeen misfortunes. A bright iun« 
beam often diflipates the gloom of a 
dreary country ; the inconvenience ofai 
rugged road is frequently counterba- 
lanced by the magnifitence of the fur* 
rounding fcenery i an occafional com- 
{>totoh relieves fetigue ; and even the 
ihorafication of a bad inn and indifFer- 
ent accommodations generally tends to^ 
heighten' the relifli of future convivial 
chjoyrticntil 

.. The 
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The pilgrim who fpceds along the 

road of life generally encounters a 

fimilar mixture^of ^in andpleafure; not 

merely in the aggregate, but intimately 

blended m every erent; The rofc grows 

fo clqk to the thorn, that you cahoot 

gather it witfaont eneocnttering a painful 

fenfation j while on the other hand our 

atteiition is Averted f\^m the iniwte^ 

woond by the ^s^quiGie fragr^ce of the 

ftowefw The pains and pk^fures of 

man, like the worl4 he inhabitfib part^ 

of fke viciffitudie of his own chara^ei;, 

1 Bfeg pardofi for thefc leemingly iffe-» 

levaort refleAbo^ y h\^ t^e garruiicy of 

old age can feldom refift an opportum^ 

of mor^ifuig* 

Nothing could be more melancholy 
than the fituation^ in which I left Udj 
Powerfcourt in my lafl: Chapiter^ except, 
thatof fome fairdamfel in romaiace^wbom 
a terrible Saracen is carrying away to hia 

enchanted 
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enchanted caftfe. The twentieth cnile« 
ftoiie was paffed, yet Atrqpos> though 
oft invoked^ forebore to extend her mor^ 
uA flieariy when an ismexpe&ed fenrce^ 
of confdatioA fuddenly prefented itfelf 
-f-^not in the fhape of a knight armed 
mp-a- fie WvAi fpear and buckkr^ norm 
the nK>re modern accoutrement of a fine 
gentleman with a brace of piftok ; and, 
to fay the truth, though a rencontre 
with lord Jehu juft at this crifis might be 
a very popular incrdent, I am glad that 
fir WilBam, for whofc charaAcr I cannot 
Help feeling a degree of regard, was not 
drawn into any nrilitary adventures. I 
enjoy the idea of his refpedlable figure, 
perfectly fatisfied with his vidory, riding 
compofedly by the fide of |iis chariot, 
and wondering if he might venture to 
get into it at the next ftage. Lady 
Powcrfcourt's confolaiions were derived 
from the philofophic temperament of her 

own 
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QWft mind* She fccolkftcd that the 
:5iould have it in her power to dilplay 
fuch a wardrobe as had never before 
blazed on the aftonifhed inhabitants of 
CaemarvonQiire : that Powcrfeourt was 
now converted into a perfeft paradife, 
and (he fhould reign the unrivalled. 
Armida of the enchanting region> every 
partof which would announce her dircfl:-. 
ipg tafte. Prudence ftcppcd in alfo to the 
dd of PatiencCj and whiipcred that 
though fhe had been defeated in a con- 
Aid for fuperiorit7> yet, if (he care-; 
fully kept her own (ccrct, fir William 
would never betray her, and (he had 
only to fay that (he was tired of Lon- 
don, which was in reality nearer the truth, 
than (he imagined. Perhaps a degree of 
remaining pique might fuggeft the refo- 
Uition that, as (he now pcrfedly, under- 
ftood her hufband's temper, it was only 
lludying the art of tormenting tnftead 

2 of 
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of the art of cajoling on any future 
occafion ; and then, though ftjc might 
not be able to triumph, fhc would at 
Icaft make good her retreat. 
; Thefe placable ideas fb happily pre- 
yailed, that when they flopped at St. Al- 
ban's for refrefhment, her ladyfhip on 
alighting offered her hand to the baro- 
net with the beft grace in the world, 
and anticipated his inquiries how fhe 
had borne her journey, by declaring that 
he was quite right in fuppofing the 
country air would do her good, for that 
fhe already found hcrfclf much betten 
Sir William was equally delighted with 
the change, and puzzled to guefs at the 
means by which it had been, effcdled. 
Somebody or fomething was very much 
to blame ; but for his lifp he could 
hardly tell where the fault lay, whether 
in the contagious atmofphere of Lon- 
don, in his lady's caprice, or his own 

fufpicions. 
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fufpicions. However, he now found 
himfclf inveftcd with plenitude of power; 
and, like a prudent monarch, he began 
to confidcr in what way he fliould exert 
it ; but his generous heart had been (b 
foftencd by his lady's concclfiohs, that 
he pofitively rcfolved upon no further 
cx^rcife of his prerogative, than that lady 
Powcrfcourt ftiotildpay bcf formalvifits 
by herfelf in ftrtare, and that He would 
ibevcr more wear his wHite and filver. * 
Peace and un^ttinlity pvtv^iicd duriftg 
the fcmainder of the jourhey. It was 
night when they entered the old man- 
ilon, and the examination of its beauties 
was.deferred till the next morning 5 but 
the tranqblHity of the good baronet was 
thcw put to a feverc trial. Thd faloon 
was eertainly fitted up in the moft ele- 
gant manner j^ but the houfekccper re* 
moved every idea of comfort by her 
information that the chimney fmpked fo 

violently. 



A TALfi Of Tttfe Times* 67 

violently, that it was abfolutcly impofli- 
ble to have a fire ; and, confcquently, 
that it muft be ufelers nine months in 
the yean The afpeft of the dining 
apartment was equally dreary j the proC- 
peft indeed was enchanting, but th(i 
faflies ftarted about an inch from tht 
frames; and the warped doors were un-* 
ftvouraMe either to a graceful exit of 
fntfance, as it was only by meads of 
kicking and pufhing that any one could 
either advance or retreat 1 and ik th€ 
chimney^ the windows, and the doors> ' 
were all conftrufted uniformly, any al-^ 
teration was dangerous, periiaps imprao 
ttcable. The ready invention of ladjr 
Powerfcourt difcovered, that, as thefe 
could only be proper for fummtr apirt* 
ments, fome litde fnug parlour coult) 
be fitted up for general refidence } and 
they proceeded to the library. This was 
lofty and extcnfive ^ but Mr. Oudine's 

taftc 
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tafte for decoration feemed to have anni- 
hilated its primary intention j for the 
multitude of bufts, models, and fta- 
tues, left no fpace for bdoks. Sir 
\y illiam continued his moralifing tour 
through the reft of the ftate apartments^ 
ivhich might be truly faid <^ to keep the 
promife to the eye, and break it to the 
fenfe," and concluded his journey in 
the great hall, where, as he fought ia 
vain for the long oaken tables »nd forms 
which uied to adminifter to the regale- 
inent of his tenants at Chriftmas and 
other (eafons of periodical feftivity, her 
ladyfhip reminded him, how charmingly 
k was now appropriated to the purpoi^ 
of Br ball-room or a theatre* She di- 
rected his attention to a light gallery at 
the upper end defigned for an orcheftra, 
and beautifully decorated ; but this ele- 
gant embellifhment was not in a ftate 
to bear infpeflion, it having broken down 

with 
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With old Morgan the blind harper, wh6 
had exhibited in it the preceding evening 
juft by way of hanfel, he faid, while the 
houfemaids and gardeners were footing 
it a little below for recreation becauie 
his Honor was coming home again* 

Sir William left my lady to conftruft 
ways and means for fupporting the tot* 
tering edifice, and, with a deep figh 
and a fecret murmur againft new-fangled 
trumpery, proceeded to examine the 
out-door fcenes. The tafte of Mr* Out- 
line for objefts had induced him to re- 
move feveral ufeful edifices to incon- 
venient fituations, while he occupied 
their places with ereflions of no forni 

nor likelihood, which continually drew 
froni the impatient baronet the excla- 
mations of " What is this for ?" and 
<« What dt>cs this mean ?" The ffews 
were all drained, and their places occu- 
pied by the ruins of a naval amphithea- 
tre, 
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ttc, while the ftream that fupplied them 
was t^Mght to hop from pebble to pebble 
ia dimioutive imitation of old Conway's 
foamiog flo^d, which roared, in proud 
SQfgfd&cunKy ^a licde diftance. The 
windmill bad {^Yen way to a temple dedi- 
4sated ^ .^lus i and the pigeon-houfe 
wa$ fucceeded by an aviary of foreign 
]birdS| 4Kxne Qf which, in fir WiUiam's 
opinion^ wf re fo b^amiful as the gold^ 
ii^ch^ or fung like the nightingale* 
A% walls were unpifturcfque, tbcy, and 
the fruit-trees which they fupported, 
werccvcry where mctan^orphofcd into ha* 
faa*s ! A fine grove of oaks, which fcreencd 
jthe houfc from the north winds, was cut 
down to admit the profpedt of a bleak 
mountain ; and the place of the hardy 
foreftcrs was occupied by the tender 
magnolio and frail accacia, at leaft by 
jheir remains, for the beautiful exotics 
had been already kiUed by the frofts, or 

broken 



A TAtE OF THE TIMESt Jf 

broken by vernal ftorms, . In fl|ort, ti> 
adopt the owner's dcfcriptipn of (he 
houfe ^d gardens, " The forgier ,wa§ 
" very tafty and very incppve^iei^t 5 ao^ 
f* .ip the latter there was Ji^othing that 
" ypu' wAated, bpt there wei:e rwas fin4 
^^ bearljen god^ in abundance.^'^ 

Sir William's difguft did i%ot pifiv<ait 
l^dy Ppwecfcpurt froiji exlu;bit|qg hcr- 

^Jf tp ia6(ri|e.a4vant^ in icqffice Of 
pjcjpro^i, ^rvrf ibe contin.ued to point 
put. the bcjaqties of the new ipiprove'^ 
iBeniSj till her neighbours h^4 cxh^pftc4 
ev^ry topic of adulation, and her owtx 
•tongue grew weary of- the p^leafing tale. 
It is fuggefted, that the inconvenienqies 
I have enumerated afterwards ftruck her 
more forcibly than ^any one elfe j and 
that, her reafon for hating Powerfcourt 
was, that no hufpan creature could be 
well or comfortable in fuch a cold 
dreary wildcrnefs. fort qf a place. Nor 

' ' ■ did 
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did her fplendid attire afford a more 
permanent fatisfa£Hon : in fome articles 
of drefs (he was anticipated, in others 
out(hone s land none excited alloniihment 
after their firft exhibition. Alas! if 
happineis be not feated in the mind, even 
the gratification of our wifhes will not 
enfure its poiTefHon. 

" A few months after her ladylhip's 
return to Powerfcourt, iny Heroine. firft 
iaw the light ; and though fir Wilfiam 
had rather it had been a boy, he received 
the little ftranger with all the enthufi* 
aftic joy of the fondeft parental tender- 
hefs. He thought the winning ways of 
the dear little chertib muft communicate 
that happinefs to the maternal bofom, 
which fomchow or other (a favourite 
cxpreflion of fir William's) it had hitherto 
failed to experience. But while the exu- 
berance of his own joy was difplaying it- 
fclf in the ufual fl:ile of overflowing be- 
nevolence 
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nevolence and h^fpital^ty,^ his lady was 
ruminatiog on the pofiibility of being at 
Chefter races; and, contrary to the 
opimoa of her matronly friends, 6m 
refolved on the hazardous expedient of 
▲ too early appearance in public. A 
tcvtn coki was the imoiediate con(e~ 
quenee ; and the negied of the firft ma^ 
ternal duty, joined £o inattention to her 
own hicty, was fqon obferved to have 
bccafioned a total change in her confti'^ 
tution* Years of ill health, confined 
ment, and fis^ere ^fiiffering, proved th< 
meianchply forerunner of f^emature 
death. 

From i^'Arou^iI have already 
gtvfeA of iMy Powerfcourt, the reader will 
not fuppo(ethatpatiehte temper<:d thebit- 
ter cup of woe with its lenient (Weetfe. Her 
fQtnd was defticut^ of fiatural Hrength, 
her len^r pafiefied no native gentle^ 
pc&ii her edikcation taught her rather 

VOL. u B to 
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to conceal tban tj^fubduc the irritability 
of her diipofition; and^ being folely 
coofincd to the acquirement of a few 
external accomplifliments, no mental 
treafures were laid up in ftore againft 
the bitter day of ad verfity. The lofs o^ 
health and beauty at five-and-twenty may 
certainly be confidcred as a fcverc de- 
privation ; and when to thofe evils lame- 
Defs and occafionally fevere fuffering 
were addfd^ it could only be a com- 
pofed and^evated mind that could pa-< 
tiently fupport the fevere conflid. Lady 
Powerfcourt*s ideas of pleafure had been 
adjufted to the limited model which 
fafhipn and fort^|gpre#it to their nar- 
row-minded vota^^: what confol2||ons 
could they provide to mitigate the hor- 
rors of a fick chamber, when the foql 
can only divert the prefent gloom by 
conibUtory retrofpefts of its paft con- 
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dudj pr exhilamting^ttcipations of its 
foture re ward ? 

The paffivc fpirit of intereftcd dc- 
pchdance could fcarccly fupport the wca- 
rifome petulance ol> the unhappy fuf- 
fercr J and though fir William's philan-^ 
tbropy and habitual eafinels made him 
€xert more forbearance than generally 
belongs^ to the charailer of a hufband; ' 
his gentlern^fs fometiraes proved unequal 
to the arduous con6i<St> ^r he felt a 
depreffing inquietude wbiW even the 
fmiles of his little gW could* not con- 
ftandy diverts .Though calamity ren- 
ders the felBfh mind ftili more callous 
to the forrov%of^d)ers^ it ftimulates 
bo^vol^e tojncrealedexertions. Lady 
Powcrfcaurc was juft relievcil from onti 
of her fc verc(t attacks;, when her ferVant 
brought her a letter, which, after x 
flight pcrufal, (he tpflfed contcmptuoufly 
upon the lable^ : r ' r« 

E 2 . *^ You 
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, ** You fcem difturoed» my dear," &id ' 
fir William, who nappendd to be prc-^ 

« No wonder/* returned her ladyfiiip^ 

*' furcly I have trdlbles enbtigh of my 
** own withdut being peftcred with 
^^ other people ^s; but it is like the ufual 
^' kiconfiftency of that thoughtle& crea« 
** ture*s charafter." 

*' Whom do you mean ?" faid the 
behevoleinVaronec, whole attention- was 
roufed at tm idea of fomebody being in 
diftrefs: 

," I mean a very imprudent, but a 
•* very diftant relation of mine, who 
<< flung herfelf a|pr in^^Ynarriage with 
^' lord Milford's tutor, a litde bcfdf^ I 
*^ became lady Powerfcourt j and ihe is 
'< now, as (he might havt forefeen, 
^ ftarving/' 

*^ Poor foul!" faid fir William, reach* 
ing the letter s when finding by the pe*^ 

rulal 
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rufal that it contained an appeal not only 
to the humanky biit alfo to the honoair 
of his lady, he fixed his eyes upon her 
^ith fbme degree: t>f refentment, and 
cxclaioied, *^ Hovr came yoo to forget 
" the poor wooian? \/Vhy> you pro*- 
*' miftd to do fonKtbing ior hfer huf- 

** She interprets general exprcfllons 
** too largely," refumed her ladyfliip^ 
'' I have done her a great many fa«- 
<« voursj and fliould have done her 
^^ many more; but i found out that fhb 
*' vfzs bafe, ^ingrateftd, and not worthy 
** of my notice," 

• «« I am forry for it with all my heart,'* 
replied fir William j " flie really 
•^* writes like a fenfible woman and a 
^ good Chriftian." 

" Moft people with whom I haj5pcn 
«' to difagrce, are fo in your opinion.*^ 

X 3 *' My 
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'* :My dear, I am forry to find you 
^< difturhed ; your fide is in pain again 
" I am afraid/' 

" It was- a great deal better i but 

this woman's impertinence brings or 

all my old complaints." 

*' No, no, it won't; only keep your- 
** fclf quiet i but pray, as I am quite ii 
** ftranger to the ftory, will you tell 
*' me what this Mrs. Evans did, tO 
" make you fo very angry with her ?"' 

« I told you, fir William, flie fell 
" in love with a. nobleman's tutor, and 
5* married .him contrary to the advice 
*' of all her friends. My father was 
*^< fo inccnfcd, that he declared if (he 
.« ftarved, he would never take the feait 
/'notice of her any more. But I was 
" very kind to her, and I fent her fonjyc 
" of jmy caft-ofF clothes when I mar- 
" ried, which, I fuppofe, cncourageji 
f^ her to the unheard-of impudence 

" which 



" which. (he has been guilty of. Bei 
•' caufe (he . had been a fort of humble 
** friend when we were quite girls, fhq 
^* had the eJfFrontery to beg me to iffltro-* 
" duce her hufb^nd to you; a fellow^ 
5* whofe grandfather was nothing but a 
^^ travelling pedlar. Did you ever know 
*^ fuch audacity ?'! 

Doubtlefs fir William would have feh 
very angry, ifoneof his own relations 
had contaminated the blood of PowerA 

court by mixing it with the *' puddle of 
a pedlar,"^ and his refentment might 
have continued,^ till he difcovered thatt 
he had it. in his power to do the dif- 
graced couple an a6t of fervice ; but ho 
thought it very ridiculous that a family 
of ycfterday Ihould in this inftance pre- 
tend to the fame delicacy with oner 
that could be traced through untold 
centuries. Her ladyfliip, perceiving that 
the glow of refentment did not kindly 

£ 4 ' in 
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in his countenance fo fad lis Ihe tn*^ 
pe6bed9 ^ded by way of dktMXy •' And 
" flic fent the letter the very day when 
«• fee knew I intended to receive com- 
ft pany i— ^only think of endeavouring 

^ to occut>y rtiy attemion at iuch a 
y time." 

" I think/* faid fir ^Yi«iam empha^ 
ticallyj <* that f^oof Mrs. Evans has been 
^ rery tmforcuti&te in a|iplying when 
^ you were either tob much eRgag;ed 
^< h}^ t^ieafure 6r {)atn to attend het. But 
'^ a |)rocmfe i« a promife^ tet people 
« tlaim it wh*n they will*" 
- Lady^Powcrfico«rt*s confciends hete 
gave }ier a fevbrb pang, and Ihe con- 
fufediy anfwered, that fhe wa* fime ft)6 
Rtv^r ttieant to tnake any eDgagem^tf 
ftit duvft fwear that flie nevef .feid fos at 
leaft> if fl&t had, (he had ^uite forgotten i<^. 

*• Veiry Rkely, Vfcf-y lfttiy>" replied 
thfc^6odmans " you neV^r teciht vvhat 

" you 
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*^ you faidj and fo forgot alt about it. 
•* But you fee fhc has remembered it, and 
** perhaps the world may think that it is 
•^ owing to me that you have not kept 
*[ your wprcj. At kaft ^ccordirjg to Mfs* 
^' Evans's account x)f the matter s how* 
^ ever, I will try to clear up the mif- 
y t^ti :an^ as fhc is .your friend, a^d 
." .relation, they 4balt not be left de- 

* •' ,ftitute." 

^\ S\v Williaoi h^rc rofc ,and hurri^^ 
out of .the room> while Jady Powerfcpurt 
loudly difckimed the yfotd.relafm^ pro- 
jtei^ifig Mrs. Evans, could j>ot be nearer 
ih^n a fecopd.coqfiii^xwhicn (he counted 
AoriiipgataiU . 
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- CHAP. VI. 

' One felf-appr6ving hour whole years <)utweight 
' Of Aupid Haro'f^ and of loud knitsk't. 

. . PpPI. 

* ■ , ' 

The benevolence of fir William Pow- 
crfcourt was not cotifined within the 

narrow limits of relations and friends. 

• • • 

It was not annihilated by the fuppofition 
of ingratitude^ nor did its delicate fen* 
fibiiicy fhrink from the contact of hu« 
man infirmity. It feemed a ray of that 
beneficence which caufes the fun to rife 
upon the evil and the good^ and the 
rain to fall upon the juft and the unj^ft. 
Nor was his idea of charity limited 
to the virtue of beneficence. Combin- 
ing with his natural placability of tern* 
per, it produced the moft cordial defire 
of being at peace with all mankind^ and 

made 
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ihidc ready forgivenefs' almoft outftcp 
offence. He 'mounted his horfc, and 
rode to Llangollen* Oh the road he 
meditated not on the faults of lady 
Powerfcourt, for perhaps his imagina- 

.tion was afraid of venturing .into fuch 
an ample fields but on the fpeedieft means 
of alleviating the evils which her ncgleft 
had caufed* Having heard an excellent 

: character of the Evans's from ibmc 
neighbouring gtntkmen> he haftened to 
the cottage which fhcltercd niodeft 
worth. He found the wife engaged in 

, the humble offices of domeftic bufme^^ 
while the hufband was^ rocking a little 
baby to {kep> and pennkig. his Sond^ 
difcourfe*. However inekgant thcfe oc- 
cupations might, be, fir William Powerf- 
court fancied that they both looked like 

-very fenfiWe people, and very ^^od 
Chriftians* : - 

z6 The 
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' The bofinefs of introda£ti6rt w^ IbVh^ 

adjufted. J^bvJettjr had erffccblcd btit 

:tioc cxtinguifhed the light of >kcieFiil 

icjende and polilhed IMiiolbps '^\Mk 

formerly irradiared the Evdn^^^ ^dtid be« 

hcvolencc had erftitcly baniffcfcd iiU cc- 

riemonious refcrvc from their rei][jc'<5hible 

gueft. He infoTtn^A -i/Lrs. Evatus thit 

he had a Kt«Ie girl as .pretty las that 

which lay afleep in the cradle^ but tteu: 

h<jr poor coufin lady Powerfcoiirt had 

fcarcely enjoyed a day*s health fince U 

l^as born. At the inembn of lady 

. Fowerfcourt a deep blufli fufFufed Mr6» 

Evans's face, which, though itib reality 

^'proceeded from her anxiety to kiiow the 

effeift of a letter which Ihe had fecredy 

difpatched without her huiband's con* 

ient^ahd contrary to his known opinion> 

fiinVilliain nriftook for the glow of re- 

lentmentj and very much diflikkg to 

lee any body angry^ be attempted a con* 

ctUatory 
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-fciKatoi-y ^^cpJanation 0f his wifd^s con- 
duft. His defence, indeed^ ^moanted 
to flittlt fttore 'fhan thstt, when people 
'^Wtfrc ttiych cf^r^agcd either Jby plcafurc or 
pkin, -they were very apt lorily to think 
^f thcnftfclvcs': yet fo powerful was his 
rhetoric, th^t ^thc burning blufhes en 
Mrs. !Evans*s chetfk were foOn quehched 
'by a fiboddf tears ; and though fir Wil- 
liam wasnot atifoldtely unacquainted with 
tears of anger 'and difdain, he was con- 
vinced that thcfe were of a milder quality, 
Mrs. '^Evans's grief wa^ accompanied by 
•the livelieft exprtffions of regret for lady 
l^oweirfcourt*s fuflferihgs, and die mbft 
anxious wiflies for her ^recovery. Sir 
■^Wiifiam'seyes fliont with kindred fea-^ 
fibllity, he drew his chair dofer to the 
fire, preffed hcriiand with the frccdofti 
ibf long intimacy, and cheerfully partook 
of tht homcly&rc with^which .the hof^ 

pitality 
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pitality of Mr. Evans had covered the 
little deal table. 

He then took occafion to afk the par- 
ticulars of their (ituation> and fboA 
found that it was penurious in the e3c<* 
treme* Every refource had been tried^ 
every friend applied to; but refources 
are not inexhauftible, and even friends 
do not always anfwer the calls of indi- 
gence with prompt relief. The favour 
. which had been folicited of lady Powerf- 
court was only her recommendation to 
a neighbouring clergyman^ who allowed 
his curates the fplendid (Upend of fif^ 
pounds per annum. This circumftance> 
unintentionally difcoveredj drew from 

• 

fir William a deep ligh, and the excla- 
mation of, " Well, I could not think 
<* that poffible !" 

The little girl now awake, and the 
good bat onet, who was become a great 

con-* 
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connoifTcur in nurfery tranfadions, fccnr- 
ed much attrafted by its infantine charms. ^ 
Finding that the difficulty o^ procuring 
iponfors had hitherto caufed the chri(^ 
tening ceremony to be delayed, he 
offered himfelf to undertake the office> 
adding a few words expreffive of his 
fenfe of its folemn importances andy 
having prcfcnted the mother with what 
he called his ufual offering on fuch oc- 
caSons, a bank-note of fifty pounds, he 
took leave of the enraptured pair with 

many kind affurances that they (hould 

,. # ■ 

foon hear of him again* 
. Providence feemcd to afllft fir WiL- 
liam*s generous refolution of making 
ample provifion for opprefTed merit. 
His domcftic chaplain, on receiving the 
preferitation to a valuable prebend, with 
noble moderation, vacated the living of 
Powerfcourt^ worth near four hundred 
pounds per annum. The charafter and 

abilities 
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abilities of Mr. Evans feemed to point 
him out iis an eligible fucceflbr ; but it 
^{^eared to bean infuper^ble difficulty 
tO;gain.Iady Powedcouri's approbatioo 
x>( fuch a pUn. Luckily* however, the 
lady was not quite inexorable. The ho* 
mane concern . which .Mrs- Evans ex- 
jprcfTcd for her iUnels had been placed 
in the ftrongcft point of view, and if it 
had not wrought upon her gratitqde^ it 
at leaft^ by recalling to her memory the 
obliging companion and the attentive 
Tricnd of her younger years, pe^fiiadcd 
'lady Towcrfcourt to acknowledge, that 
in her prcfent ficuatfon Tuch a neighbour 
would be a defirablc acquifirion. Her 
'apprchcrifion of bciijg diigraced h^y the 
recognition of her couHn was relieved by 
the fortunate communications of fome 
morning vifitors, who, having heard 
ithat fir William bad p;ublic|y announced 
fhis inteniionNofprovidi{)g:for MtvEvans^ 

flew 
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flew to inform ffiy lady that he was the 
*« cbarmingeji and fnoft deltghtfukft 
preacher in the world j that Mrs. Evan» 
too, though an excellent manager, was 
an amiable agreeable creature, qpite the 
gentlewoman both in manner and ap^ 
peiarance/' 

Sir William had purpofcd ufliering in 
his intended diipofal of the living of 

Powerfcourt, by observations on the 
lofs they Ihould fuilain by Mr. Jones's 

removal, and how highly defirable it 
was to have an agreeable neighbour at 
the reftory. He intended next to 
allude to Mr» Evans's reputed fkill at 
back-gammon, and to inquire if his 
wife was not a very chatty conver'lable 
woman i but my lady flopped his ex- 
ordium in the midfl: by one of thole 
fweet furprifals in which the reader will 
perceive flie abounded, and begged him ^ 
as a Favour to ^rompfimcnt her coufins 

with 
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with the pre^entation^ — a requcft which 
was granted with equal aftonilhment and 

joy- 

Thofe who have been accuftomed to 
dread the cenfures of their own hearts, 
and to fuppofe that an unwarrantable 
indulgence of the irritable paflions muft 
produce fclf-condemhation, will proba- 
bly wonder that lady Powerfcourt Ihould 
wi(h for the fociety of a perfon whofc 
prefcnce muft adminiftcr perpetual re- 
proach to her confcious mind; but her 
moral creed was formed upon different 
principles. She thought it as much im- 
poffible for a perfon of fortune to behave 
ill to an inferior, as for a beauty to be 
capricious, or a wit fatirical. Each of 
thefe characters had a privilege to be 
rude, tyrannical, and cenforiousj and 
as their faults required no atonement^ 
every body was bound, upon the fmallcft 

change of behaviour on their parts, to 

lofc 
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lofe the remembrance of paft dorms in 

favi(hingadmiracion of the prefentgencle 
breeze. Though endued he rfclf with 
that trembling Icnlibility which bleeds 
at every pore, flic doubted the exiftence 
of feeling in the fubordinatc orders of 
mankind ; and though flie had left her 
friend finking in all the horrors of want, 
without ftretching forth her hand ta 
fupport her, flie would have thought 
that friend the moft ungrateful being in 
the world, if ftie had refufed to dedicate 
her time to the talk of endeavouring to 
alleviate. her real or fancied forrows, 

Mrs. Evans certainly could feel, but 
ihe could alfo;forgiye.' In her behaviour 

to lady Powerfcourt flie appeared to re- 

« 

member nothing but that flie was the 
friend of her early youth, and the wife 
of her revered benefaftor. " It is my 
'^ duty,*' flie ufcd to fay to her huf- 
band, when he kiadiy reproved her for 

devoting 
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dcvotuig To much time to the painftil 
and unwhokfome cofifiriement of a fick 
chamber : ^ Confider/* (he cdntinucdy 
** how much we owe to fir William*^ 
** bounty, and how much it befits m to 
^ try 'to diminiih thofe troubles wkh 
'* which Providence thinkl fit to prove 
** the worthicft of human hearts." fe 
this opinion Mr. Evans acquiefced, and 
only cautioned her not to injrure her io- 
taluabk health. ^ 

Ten years fucceffively rolled away 
without producing any remark^Ie 

change at Powerftourt. The Evans's 
continued to devote their chief attention 
to the duties whidi gratitude, fytapa- 
tljy, and pity required. Soothed by 
theif focicty, enraptured by the attrac- 
tive fwectncfs of his enchanting daugh- 
ter, and fuftaincd by the exalting con- 
ItiOufncfs of a life of ufefulncfs and rcc- 
titudcji fir WiHiam endured the hourljr 

vexations 
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venations by which the increafed irrlta-* 
bility of lady Powcrfcourt's temper con- 
trived to cloud every enjoyment in which 
ihe could no longer partake. It Teemed 
as if her example was intended as 'an 
awful warning to the pride of beauty 
and the pride of wealth. She lived to 
be difgufling and dependant, but (he 
did not live to feel and acknowledge 
that her faults required the righteous 
chaftifcment. 

Sir William's deportment at her death 
was marked by that decent propriety 
which charaAcrtzed all his anions. He 
did n5t affeA to be inconfolable, but he 
treated her memory with becoming 
rcfpeft. He fubmittcd to the inconve*- 
nience of the little partoucand the fum- 
mer apart men ts> becaufe it ^ould look 
like iinkindncfs to his poor wi& to re- 
(lore things to their old ftate again. 
From the fame motive he kept the 

temples 
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temples and ftatues in good repair^ 
though he either forgot their names or 
miftook their (ituations ; and though he 
rather difliked dogs, he permitted an 
old black fpaniel to be his conftanc 
companion, bccaufe it fcemed to be the 
only thing to which (he fhewed any at- 
tachment. Yet bitter remembrance 
would fometimes extort from him, in 
the company of very particular friends, 
the confcffion, " that the poor woman 
*' had very odd ways, but people who 
*' are always ill are apt to be whim- 
« fical." 

It was the general opinion of the coun- 
try, that the. good baronet would 
never more engage in a matrimo/iial 
conne<ftion, and this feemed to be the 
more extraordinary, as it was known 
he ardently wiftied to tranfmit his 
fortune and honours to a lineal defcend*^ 
ant of his own name. Whether m- 

flucnced 
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fluenced by delicacy arifing from paft 
happincfs, or corroded by the recollec- 
tion of paft forrows, it is certain he 
never appeared pcrfcdlly at eafe when 
love or marriage was the topic of con- 
vcrfation; and though remarkable for 
uniform civility, the words, " fine feel- 
ing,'* and " acute fenfibility," when 
ufed in their general import, always 
drew from him an emphatical " Non- 

Mer 
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CHAP. vn. 

■■ She wit fair beyond your brighteft bloonif 
(Thit Envy owns, 'fmce now htr bloom is Acd,) 

fmr as thefornvs fbar, wove in FMicy*s looiBt 
Float in light Tiiion round the poet*s head* 

Whene'er wirh foft ferenity ihe ftnWd, 

Or caugit the orient blufli of quick furprice^ 

How fweetly mutable, bow brightly wijd 
The liquid luftre darted from her eyes ! * 

Each lookt each motion, wak*d a neyv«born grace^ 
That oVr her forn\ its tranfient glory cad s 

Some lovely wonder foon ufurpM the place, 
Chks*d by a charm ftill lofelier thap the laft. 

Masoit* 

My readers, whom I introduced in the 
beginning of my iecond Chapter to the 
marriage of Gcraldine Powerfcourt with 
the earl of Montcith, will perhaps com- 
plain of the intervening circumftances 
which retard my account of the events 

immediately fubfequent to thofe- aufpi- 

9 cious 
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ciaus nuptials* They will probably 
blame me £br b^ini^ng in the , middle, 
and then going back to the firfl: part i 
but I have not even yet iquite unravelled 
the clue which led to that event, and 
muft entreat their patience a Kttlc longer. 
Nothing is fo impofing upon the gene- 
rality of the world as an air of fuperior 
information and felf^confidenoe % I ifaall 
therefore, inltead of acknowledging myr 
&lf to have been in an error^ proceed cd 
ftate, that this apparent inconfiftency ii^ 
the eflFeft of defign, and fanftioned by 
authority. 

I can plead the example of many in- 
genious luminaries, m^o iblely owe their 
jreputation to a ikilful generaHhip in the 
arrangement of their plans. Some have 
cholen to make a fecond Volume take 
precedence of the firfl: ; others have ob- 
jefted to the formality of a beginning 5 
and a third fet have difdaihed the pe^ 

VOL. I. p dantry 



98 A TALE OP THE TIMES. 

dantry of a concluGon. Several of 
the wits of the laft age wrote pages 
on their own pre-exiftent ftate$ and 
many writers of our times have penned 
vcdumeS) which, if they have any 
meaning, tend to prove that it would 
}\SLVC been better had they not exifled at 
all. Some fuppofe the road to fame lies 
through the labyrinth of inexplicable 
paradoxes -, while others, who publith 
one book to difprove what they have 
written in another, fecm to think that, 
in order to advance, it is neceiTary to 
move backward like a crab. In vain 
does Criticifm attempt to rcftrain thcfc 
excurfive ffights:— the modern Pegafus is 
too reftive to endure the rein, and too 
volatile to attend to the lafti ; and mod 
writers hav/c fucceeded, who have at- 
tempted to /ound their reputadon on 
the broad bads of (ingularity -, for what 
greater .proof of originality and fpirit 

can 



<an[,^:given t^^n by dp^g or fay- 
]f)g (omethjiig w}^kh;fiup:ires or terrifies 

?Ycrybp(Jy?i • ..ry: -,.],:[. . ;: ' ,r 
-^B«t though thcfa.lra^ iLcviathahi 
thajj'tfiw . t0& dhd .^DT I'as .'chey:pl£:a&^ 
hi'the. greatideips*iQ&J&£djraiD6]Fei .the lefier 
frja of antBors jijiifefisbfrik to feme' prc^ 
fcautiom^ far endure, itto! bandar ^Kffl%Ti 
^vex)£:aninhil2ti(MA I Qur:nM>i:of^;:taQjr' 
maftdrs vio^ 6nty;Jtngc>ftrUpon .MSi^.the 

fiern ila5vsLof:bsivfto^3flxtgk^(ii)g> .^ t9f4^ 
dfei and aa^ieod';! b'm fheyfiUtl^ ctbe (le- 
cefficy of unity of dftfiglib ^ad an ^attca- 
tipd t(j c.o(lj^iBe4a^^q^^pfec€, .^i^a- 
]^ai£lcr- iA$ I-pufpqfpd, :thercfore> . to 
trea$:Qf,fth^ fiff«(^\arif^9gif^ mar^ 
riage ofjla^y i Mppfcitlv jit ib^atne^ up- 
cefiary for tne , to h\irry iptprphc inidft 
Q{.lth€;k^&^y ft) bring forxh Pow^rf-/ 
cosMt-hiHife in " hi^ fotpp.jqbilpt^-' 
aod, Mite: JJo^i^r^; Virgil, and :Milton> 
tja.',a^ft ^la^tjv^ circ^jmftances in an 
:.;;: Fa. cpifodical 



cpifodical manner. In one Tt()pe6Vl 
difFer from thtk high authorkies, bf 
making myfclf the relator j but €vcn here 
I have an ingemaus fiSlion ready t» ob- 
viate critical afperif;^. ; it is tnly itippoi^ 
iDg me the aW JNcffior of the -fable, or 
the chorus of the ibene, aid I may tefl 
as many long ftoddi as I pieale> and 
moralife whenever I hav^an inciinstiDiv 
without ofl^ncfing dgainft any of the 
ftatutes of ParndrQ$ in that cafe made 
and {M'ovided. 1 will now introduce my 
Heroine upon the ftage. 

The conneftloh between a lively fen- 
fiblc girl and a (ickly petuJaftt parei^t 
could be butfleader ; the concern, there*, 
fore, which Geraldtnc fdt for 3ady 
Powcrlcourt's death was foon over* 
come. She had k)ng conftdered Mrsw^ 
Evans as moft truly fulfilling the -fifRi* 
cernal charaftcr; andJhe felt for her. 
judicious, firm, but afFeflionatt reproofs,, 

. i that 
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that filiri deference which the eternal 
whine of her nfiocher^s compISimhg ccn- 
fttres failed to infpire. Under the cafe 
of an experienced govemcfs and cele- 
brated matters, profcnrcd at unfparing 
cxpence, fhe rapidly acquired every fe- 
malegrace and fuitable a'ccomplifhmcnt ; 
but ic was to the inftruftions of Mrs. 
Evansy and to the tender friendlhip of 
her daughter Lucy, that her mind" was 
indebted for its richcft treafures. 

At the age of ftventeen (he appeared 
zn enchanting bcaifty s. polite, fenfible, 
accompli (bed, alfable, and generous ^ 
the idol of her fitfer, ^ Ac delight of her 
friends and dependants, the envy of the 
neighbourhood, arid^^the objcA to which 
every min of fortune irt the county fe- 
cretly afpircd : ^ - 

." ^Slic ws^s indeed tbe glafs 
«< Wherthi the rt^ighbtitnlng youth did drcft Oicm- 

F 3 Mifs 
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« Mifft, Powjcrfcourt'a example 'woiiId>r 
fan^tioo ^ &^1 (at)ror4ity 3. and .^r <n*, 
chaotiog lusnnfrs .excited a herd of 
awkwardimi^tor^^,. They forgqt, haw-. 
ever, that it.wg§^J^if' wit which fuj^ort^. 
cd her opinion,, ai^fi.her graceful beauty,, 
that gave elegance to the form of a bon- 
net> or adjuftcd the drapery of a robe. 

Some rfa(\idioQ$ observers, who, cold 
to the: fafcins^jion of ^captivating loveli* 
ncfs," contemplate *' the, human form 
divine" with the fame cautious difcri- 
xnination with which they would ana- 
lyze the merits of; a piftorej poifited- 
out fomc fhades in thJLJ^jportraity. :.Thcy 
obfcrved, that her ^ vivacity at jimfi$ 
approached to Itvity/, that,, under the 
form of eafy noffcbalance^ her eye wa;^ 
on the watch for adulation j and that the 
perfe6lions which nature had fo libe- 
rally beftowcd loft their moft delicate 

attraflions 
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attractions in the confcioufncfs of pof- 
fcffion. 

To thcfc obfcrvations Candour replied, 
that even levity was pardonable in youth 
and beauty, when it appeared to be the 
artlefs offspring of a happy innocent 
heart; that inexperience would apolo- 
gize for the faults which proceeded 
from an exuberajM: flow of animal fpi* 
rits, a ftrong dcfirc to pleafc,,and a dif- 
ppfition uncommonly prone to the moft 
generous difinterefted con&dence; that 
it was impoffible for her to efcape the 
knowledge of her own perfedions, when 
every tongue was loud in her praife, and 
there were none to difpute her claim to 
pre-eminence; and ths^t it wias even 
amiable in her to wi(h to difplay t\\of^ 
excellencies which feemed ever to com* 
tnunicate delight to others. I have 
dated the debates which were caufed by 
the appearance and mannem of Mifs 
* F 4 Powerf- 
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Pawerfcourc, anc^ ihall only obfervci that 
in point of numbers the applauders 
had it. 

Many were the |detra<5tors and imita^^ 
tors which the fair Geraldine excited; 
but one young lady> who ti^as neither her 
rival nor her copyift, loved her with un* 
aflFcfted tendcrnefs. The charadcr of 
Lucy Evans was perfectly her own y it 
was caft in nature's mod artlefs mould> 
and ftni(hed by the unremitting atten* 
tton of an intelligent mother and an ex^ 
emplary father. Inferior to her friend 
in perfonal charms and expenfive accomi* 
plifhments^ fhc was yet very pretty, very 
fenfible> very amiible, and as well ediH 
cated as the daughter of a country cler- 
gyman need wi(h to be. Early taught 
the difference between a young woman 
whofe fortune muft arife from the favings 
of four hundred pounds per annumj and 
the hcir«f«f twic^ as many thQufands^lh? 

ncvcF 
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never made the irK]iilgenccs of Mila 
Pbwcffcourf Che model for the regula- 
tion of her own enjoyments add defircs.^ 
She had read much, flbc had thought 
jtiore I her leifure for ffudy and rcftcc* 
tion was greater thairj hrr frlend^s, arid 
her mind imperceptibly acquired fope- 
rior energy. Her knowledge of did 
world was confined to-thc manfcfr-houfe 
aiKl the re^ory ; at the form** (he fotrie- 
xirnes met mixed charafters; her f^nfi- 
fiilky nffad!e h^r ftrbrfgly feel thw k»- 
propricfies, and her fincerity generally 
betrayed thofc emotions. 
• The facfics were friends in the ftriftcft 
fenfe of the word ; but when I own that 
rifere was no other young perfon within 
•fevcral miles with whom Mifs Powfjrfcourt 
Coirlrf properly form an intimacy, my 
readers will probably condemn ih* for 
afcribing tfic term friendflfip to an Uittr^ 
courlc which rather 'proceeded frofft 

F 5 chance 
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chance and locality than from taile and 
fclcftionrand will probably, prcdift that 
IF was. very likdy to be annihilated in 
the rude changes of the joftUng .world. 
The following pages will difcover how 
&r they, arc right ; k /hall fuffice for 
me at prefent to affirm^ that at the time 
I am treating of the attachment was 
mutual aiid ^ncefe. 

While the iair Geraldiae b<etnt pver. 
the harp with the grace of a Calliope 
and the execution of a Cecilia> Luc^ 
iat quietly at her plain work in a corner 
of the room> and eqjoyed the applaufe 
which her friend's maderly perform^ice 
ever excited. But when Mi($ Powerf^ 
court's (kill in mufic, drawing em-* 
broidery, fill^grecj and evjcry other* 
faihipn^Ie acquirement^ had been dif«» 
play^cd^ Mifs Evans could not wholly 
^icape obfervation, at lead if any perfons 
ki coippany were fufficiently liberal to 

turn 



A TALE OF THE TIATES, IO7 

turn their eyes from the dazzling fplcn- 
dor of fortune to the mild luftre of ma- 
deft independence. Though her obfer- 
vations did not proceed from a mouth 
cx<juifitcly formed, nor were enforctd 
by eyes of peculiar brilliancy, they be- 
jpoke a corredt intelligent mind, and 
were accompanied by an arch naivete^ 
or an Jngenuoua earneftneii^ which 
fccmcd at once to devclope the fpeaker's 
artlei$ amiable charafter. Exulting ac 
the attention which her Lucy's remarks 
obtained, Mifs Powerfcourt ever de- 
lighted to lead the converfatton to topics 
on which (he knew her ta excel » and^ 
when the party was large, modeft diffi«-. 
dence was pften charmed out of its in- 
tended filence by the aficdtionate arti-> 
ftces of the miftreis of the feaft. 

Without attributing too much to the 
allurements of wealth, it may readily be' 
believed, that Mifs Powcrfcourt*s hand^ 

F 6 ' was. 
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w^ an object of general Gontention. 
After having, in the fpace of two yearsi 
refufed more unexceptiooahk offers than 
the mod invincible heroine of niodern 
romance; can boaft^ fhcr was introduced 
%o the earl of Montetth at Chefter racc-» 
ballj and at her chs^ron's requeft ac-* 
ccpted him ^r a partner. Their fimi- 
litudc in graceful beauty> age, fortune, 
and cdnnedtion^ pointed them out ta 
the whole comply a&amofl: fuitable* 
jpatch ; and a Utde policy was admitted, 
th^t the peerleis pair m^ht not be fe* 
p^^ted the whole evenings The next 
a^oi^ning his lordfhip appeared early upon 
the courie, where difmounting without 
once difcuffing the merits of the race« 
horfcs, or attendkig to the weighing of 
the riders, he took his feat in the ftanfi 
)[ifxt to Mifs Fowerfcoiirt, and during 
the whole morning feemed to forget 
that he had feyeral thousands depending 

14 upon 
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Upon the iflue of die courfe* In the 
evening he wa5 again at the balli again 
requeued the hand of his former partner> 
and, without once, fpraintng his ancle or 
complaining of infuHerabk heat, danced 
till three o'clock the nexf morning. Everf 
bod^ was now fure that he was captin 
vated, and the whole county were on 
the tiptoe of eicpeAation. 

On the very day of her return to 
Powerfcourt, Gerald ine fct out in fearch 
of her Lucy, ^nd entreated that (he 
would come and ^nd a Ittde time with 
her at the manor. It wa{ impoffible for 
Mifs Evans to avoid obfcpving, that her 
friend's account of the ball, the dreflcs, 
and the manners of the company, was- 
very much embarraiftd,and deftituteof its 
dual vivacity. On entering the drefling- 
rdom Gerakiine locked the door, and, 
throwing her arms -around her Lucy's 
neck, told her Die had a fecret to di« 

vulge 
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vulge which was of the greatefl: im- 
portance. On receiving a promtfe of 
inviolable fccrccy, Mifs Powerfcourt en- 
deavoured to explain ; but after feverai 
ineSedtual att<:nipcs to begin the difco^^ 
very, (he faw fome company coming 
over the lawn, and, promiGng her friend 
to be more explicit at another time^ (he 
unlocked the door and haftened to re- 
ceive her gucfts. 

It was more than a week before Mifs 
Evans could find leifure from her do- 
meftic occupations to vifit Powerfcourt* 
houfe, in order that ihe might receive 
the facred truft. She now found her 
friend's lively fpirits (liil more fubdued ;. 
file was abfent,. frequently (ighed, played 
with her mother's pi^ure, which hung 
fufpended Iby a pearl chain oa her bo« 
fom, flcet9hed figures upon the uble 
with her netting needle, and, though 
unufually aiTedionate in her expreflions^ 

fcemcd 



A TALE OF THE TIME^ 1 1 1 

feemedlefs inclined to confide €he ftorv of 
hertsoiables than at their /fbrm^r inter- 
view. Neither Mi& -£ tans's di^ofition 
nor^ducation were in the leaft romantic ; 
ibe could only perceive that her friend had 
met with fome great vexation^ and (he 
was too delicate to endeavour to pierce 
« the veil which concealed tbofe forrows ; 
Ihe therefone contented herfelf with fe* 
cretly wifbing the painful anxiety ipeed*-' 
Hy removed. 

But^ though Mffs Evans was thus fhort-^ 
fighted, my readers have probably dif- 
covered enough of the> diforder to ac- 
quit me of introducing extraneous 
matter> though I Aould inftandy revert 
to lord Monteith. On dancing with 
Mils Powerfcourt the firft night, he 
publicly declared that Ihe was the fineft 
girl he had ever feea: the converiacion 
in the (land convinced him that ihe was 
uncommonly ckvers and at the inter- 
: - view 
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vieiiv tbe iecond evening flue appeared 
wich fttcii capcivating grace^ that .ht 
loudiy proteib^ (he was die mod ek^ 
gafic woman in the world $ and that Go* 
taldbe fowerfcourt w^s abnoft enovgh 
to induce any man to fubn^ic to the yoke 
of .marriagff. The friends to whom be 
uttered theie ra^jturous ex.c)an»tions • 
reported them to their snotbeii and 
G^^t wbQ repeated them to tbek acw 
quaintance; but the rough maiculitier 
featlmenty when filtered thpo^ghi 'the 
organs of fen^e delicacy^ fpoke in a 
much fofter and more inliiamtiiig tone^ 
AH ^ ladies pcoteftedt tha£ the.eaci of 
Monbeuh was deeply enamoured, inch 
Mil^ Powerfconr&i that he thougiM: her 
the divined creature tkat ever exifted; 
that he was* dying for an opporttmity of 
throwing himfelfat her^feet; and that 
his- whole earthly happineft depended 
upon her. This high-flown language, re- 
peated 
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pcated by every vifitor, certainly vibrated 
on riie c^r of the fair Geraldinc with a 
pleafing found. She confidered the ab-- 
furdity of the exprcffion to be entirely 
chargeable on the relater, but that the 
fentiment was undoubtedly his lord(hip*s. 
She only anfwercd by the words " How 
ridiculous ! How infinitelv abfurd V* but 
fhe blufliedand fmiled while (he reproved, 
and made no effort ta' change the con- 
vcrfetion to a mortfenjihle fubjedt. Every 
body obfcrved, that Ihe fighed frequently^ 
talked left, knd could remember none 
but plaintive tunes. The lovely pair 
were therefore certainly mutually fmit- 
ren j and it was carneftly hoped that fir 
William would not waywardly attempt 
to interdift their union. 

A month clapfcd, yet the enamoured 
fwain had neither fiung himlelf at thtf 
feet of his dulcinea, nor taken any other 
ftep to fecure the prize upon whrch his 

whole 
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whole earthly happincfs depended. This 
delay, though it cofl: the lady a little 
chagrin, was yet upon the whole li^neficial 
to his lordfhip's caufe. She had time to 
refledb upon all he had faid, and all he 
had looked at their former interviews ; 
and though her own knowledge of his 
charafter was limited to the obfervation 
of uncommon elegance of figure and a 
gentlemanlike addrefs, the whole world 
(I mean that part of it with which Mift 
Powcrfcourt was acquainted) protefted 
that he was a mod amiable and ac« 
cpmplilhed nobleman. Thefc vague in- 
definite terms may be compared to the 
outline which travellers frequently pre- 
fentof newly-difcovered countries, leav- 
ing fpace for fucceeding adventurers to 
embellifh the chart by placing rivers^ 
bays, and mountains where they fup- 
pofe they may be found. Mifs Powcrf- 
court cxercifed all her inventive powers 

to 
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to fin up the (ketch of lord Montcith's 
charafter. She mar/hailed all the vir- 
tues and agreeable q|ualitieS| and placed 
them in the propercft ftations. Wit was 
fupported by tafte and learning, gene- 
rofity was circumfcribed by prudence, 
and heroifm was tempered by the moft 
meltingfenfibility. In fine, the portrait 
was enchanting, but the likenefs was 
ideal ; the fair defigner however, like 
Pygmalion, became deeply enamoured 
with the creature of her own imagina- 
tion. ' " 
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CHAP. VIII. 

. s Of ten timet feller Ve»u8.* ]Mgf on$ fly 

To feal love*8 bonds new- made, than tbey are wont 
To keep obliged faith unforfeited.» 

Loves be moderate, allay thy ecftafy $ 
In meafure raia thy jay, fcant this exceft i 

1 feel too much thy blefling* make it lefs* ^ 
For fearlfurfelt! 

SKAKEtPBARI. 

Lord Monteith was quite a Bene- 
dict, and had determined not to encuni- 
ber himfelf with a wife, unlefs he found 
i( impoflible to be happy without one. 
He haftened from the rural (hade and 
moping folitude, which, if not the mo- 
ther, is certainly the nurfe of Love, He 
plunged into the diffipation of London^ 
vifitcd the court, the opera, the pan- 
theon mafquerades ; but the lovely form 
of the Cambrian enchantrefs purfued 
him to every retreat.. Nay, even at 

the 



file igMttltig-^riii^/ when .hundreds were 
Ade^ttdiitg upeii^eodd trick, (he rtik 
to bis'iiiew in all the ip^ador of her 
be^tootn ornambstti ; : bendiiog her wav- 
t»g plcrmqs, Hkjgmily fia^uck hkti wkh 
tHeriimigic^n, and, Jx^ggmg htm tK> be 
atf^iiitiyef i^ the- ^deiigkibl dance* which 
was juii: begun/ ttade him kie the 
gamer • 

" If my finiked obferwrion of the pialk 
t}izti6^mf^bt frufted, the difference 
of ibtil Si' (hfe two fcKcs is no where 
more phtnty leen thfim in their manner 
bf*et!iiourttcfing vexation. A hdy in 
ibi^ 'MoAc^i^'^ circamftances, upon 
fending%et%eiit irrecoverably loQ:,woiiki 
likve devote<i htr time to woods and 
^rOres, srnd, ^n)y. breathing her paffioh 
io fbme' dear confidante. wouU have 
^tind a luxurious indulgence in com<> 
plaining of her ruthlefs ^rs^ but his 
Ibrdffi ip> when be discovered that even 

cards 
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cards and dice ocmldojoJongcr octupy 
his mind, ordered poftt^horfc^t and in 
lefs than forty-eigiit hours amired at the 
ftat of his friend, lord W, inrCaerluirr 
vonfhire, to confulton^he.propcrafb^mer 
thod of nialdc^; propiQ^als.to the Udy 
who had caufed fuch truel dejiraftapon* 

It was agreed tfaac a very gdlant ad?> 
drefs to Mifs Powcrfcourt fhoi}^ be 
xhclofed in. a refpf ^uljetfer ^o fir Wil- 
liam ; and, to give thfi pgo^^^ifig? more 
weight, lord W. offcr^to be qoijrierf 

He found the father and, daug^rtcte^ra-* 
tete i the ' latter rojK: on his apnoui^:ing 
particular bufineftj but <m i^isaddyig^ 
with a fignificantlook,:th4^it.c9ncenie4 

« 

lord Montcith, ihe i^med r^tjier. to 
loiter in her attempt to. loa^e the. room* 
** Stay, my dear love, if you like it 
better," faid fir WiUiam, " for 1 have 
no fecrets from you." The perrmi^on 
was very agreeable > ihe. walked %a the 

oppofite 
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oppofite window, and fcemcd only oc- 
cupied in playing with her favourite 
Italian greyhound, while her father was 
circumfpedly .examining the feal of the 
packet, and decyphering the armorial 
honours of the Macdonalds. 

" Here is a letter too for you, Geral- 
dinc,** (aid fir William. She turned to 
receive it 5 but encountering the eyes of 
lord W. the livelicft confufion was im- 
printed on her countenance. She would 
have given the world to efcape the ex- 
planation, which, but a moment befbre, 
flic was impatient to hear. Luckily a 
fcrvant announced the arrival of Mils 
Evans, and (he haftened to receive her 
friend, while lord W* as he attended 
her to the door, politely whifpcred that 
her triumph was complete, and entreated 
her to*be as merciful as (he was invin- 
cible. 

Sir 
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Sir William had bythis time pcrufcd 
his letter, and funk into a profound re- 
verie, ffom which he was roufed bjr the 
^ulogium which lord W. pronounced 
on the rank, talents, fortune, and con- 
nexions of his noble friend, the warmth 
of bis attachment, and the uncommon 
excellencies of Mifs Powerfcouit, 

Though fir William Kftened with the 
Ihoft delighted attention to the pane- 
gyric on his daughter, he difcovered 
great uneafinefs during the difcription 
of lord Monteith's paffion ; and as foon 
a» lot-d W. had ended his harangue, he 
exprcfled his hopes that the account was 
not quite true. His noble gueft took 
fire at the imputation of exaggeration, 
and confirmed every thing he had before 
aflTertcd with violent protcftations. 

" Then I beg your lordfhip's par- 
*' don," faid fir William 5 ^* and I do 
^* affurc you, that I had not the fmalleft 

" defign 



/ 
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«* defign of offending ; for, I dare fay, 
^^ you never told me more thw what 
*? yoii thought was truth i and very pbfr 
** fibly lord Monteith may think fo too. 
*^ Young men and women. are apt to 
*5 fiippofe thfmfelvcs in love^ and I. 
** hope it is no more in the prcfcnt cafe; 
« for I fhould be very forry.to have 
" my girl I make a worthy gentleman 

« miierable.'' ' 

♦ 

Lord W, pleaded that his npble friend 
was/certainly one of the iirft matches in 
the kingdom^ 

:, " Undoubtedly/* replied fir Williamr 
*f aQd yet,'jQO difparagementtothe Mic- 
*5 donalds, the Powerfcoiirts are quite 
*f aS; ancient and refpeftable. But, to teli 
" you the truth, I am not very fond of 
«^ lords, ac ieaft noj for fons-ihr law. Ge- 
" raldine will have enough if herhufbancj' 
♦^ hasiipt a fhillirtg, and I would rather 
'! I (he Ibould bcftp w herfclf jq^on fome 
. yoL, I. G " worthy 
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•<« worthy man who would keep up tnjc 
^ faimly^ than fink my name and fortune 
<^ in that of any pttr m the three king- 
'* donis." 

Lord W^ obferwd^ that by a fuitablc' 
arrangement in the marriage--writing$ 
Ae family name might be preferved. 

Sir William rather fretted at thcfe 
expedients. " I have told you, my 
** lord," faid he, ** that I think very well' 
*^ of the Macdonalds ; it is an antient 
^ name, an<5 an honourable family ; it 
^' has given birth to a great many true 
** lovers of their tountry i but Ihopc 
'^ lord Montffitfa will not be offended' 
" with me, if I fay that I prefer my own. 
^* In fhort, my lord, there is a young man 
*^ whom I think of for Geraldine 5 and 
« a great blefling, let me tell you, Ihe 
« will be to him.'* 

Lord W. recollected a young man of 
ihc max of Powcrfcourti whofc educa*. 

don 
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lion bad btfen defrayied at fir' Witliam's 
cxpence, and who occafionalJy vifitcd 
at the njranor ; but as he was known to 
be entirely dependent upon hrs patron** 
bounty, no one fuppofcd him the dfef- 
tincd hufband for the heirefe of Pow* 
erfcourt. His lordlfci|i's aftonUhihenC 
was fo great that he codd not help afk- 
ing, whether the . lady aflented to this 
extraordinary. dii|>ofai of eharffii whicK 
might add bondur' to a duktdonlv ' ' * 

« I have not yet told her Tn;^^t)fens,^^ 
(aid fir William; " flie is vely^fi^^ at 
^« prefent, and I wouli ndt Vtli?ffioW4icr 
« happictf d^s* Shfe- ii'lomfchfed to 
«* ifle, that I am fure it ^ili'hh '^riioft 
" death^ for her to leav^ tht ; blit as ^e 
'« is my only childj^ I iftiifl? marty her 
** to keep up-my femity: -^f afliii*feybuf 
^* lord(hip, (he is a ve*ry rertGBfc girt, 
'« and will have no noft46h^boutduke- 
' . G a " doms. 



124 A 7AL£ OF THE TIMES. 

** domSf uhlefs other people put it in 
« her head." 

Lord W. alkcd if the hapj^ youth 
knew his envied deftination. 

« 

Sir William did not like to J>e thus 
catechifed \ he, however, anfwcred in 
the negative. " I don't think it right," 
faid he, " to have young men made 
f' vain. He is a modeft good lad now, 
*' and will enjoy his for|une better, and 
*^ know how to do more good with it^ 
M ior having been without one when he 
5' was young. 1 affurc you, my lord> 
you are the firft perfon to whom I ever 
mentioned my plap, though I formed 
" it as foon as my wife died, never in** 
^' tending to marry again. It is out of 
*« rcipc£i: to lord M^jnteith that I men- 
** ticn it, becauie I woukl not have him 
^ think that I refufe his addreffes In an 
^' uncivil manner. But had I not better 

** write 
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•' write a few lines to his lordfhip, as 
" he was fo polite as to write to me ?"^ 

Lord W. promifcd to be a faithful 
reporter of what had pafltd, and they 
icparated mutualfy drflatisfied, lord W. 
conceiving fir William to be the moft 
extraordinary did quiz he ever converfcd 
wkhi and fir William wi(hing the fiafhy 
young men Would let his daughter alorej 
beihg certain that (he was perfedly happy 
if they would not torment her. 

While this fcene pafled m the break- 
faft-pariour> Geraldine was perufing her 
letter in the drefling-roorhj comment- 
ing on its pafldonate but refpe^ful con* 
tents, and owning to her dear Lucy 
that it was impoflible to deny lord Mon« 
teith's merits. She could now repeat ali 
the adventures of Chefter races j hef 
account was lively and interefting, yet 
fufiiciently fcntimental to explain to Mifs 
Evans the reafbn of her abfence and her 

G 3^ fighs,. 
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fighs. She waited her father's fummons 
yfith impatience^ and fiew to dinner with 
fo light a foot as would fcarcely have 
prcflcd. dowtt 

•« TJfe goflamer 
" That idlet in the fummer's |iooB*lide ur :'*" 

but it was ob&rvabte^ tbdt flic cctumed 

with 

'^ Even dep and fluafing gait^. 
*1 Sobefi lledfaft, aad doipiifC*'' 

i'lteed' not;, account in diffufe cerm^ 
for the change. 5ir William had in* 
formed, her of his abfolut« rejection oC 
lord Monteith,' in a manner which evi- 
den tly proved that fee expc^edihc would- 
be a^ well fatisfied with his condudl \x% 
thlis ^jarticuhr, as Ihe had been in every 
preceding inftanccj, it never occurring 
to fir 'VV'^Uiam that (he could be at all 
iotprefted in the addrc&s of a ft ranger, 
' Though Mife Powerfcourt had cer-^ 
tainly. adlcd y^, giriiflx precipitancy \?^ 

attaching 
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attaching herfclf to the idol of her owi* 
imaginatian y and fihough, with the com- 
OTQin philofophy of ninetcfcri, flie fiip^ 
pofcd nothing fo irretrievable as a wan- 
derir\g heart^ (he really wa$ what fir 
• William eftcemed her to be, a very arnia^ 
blc wA very fenfible girL She ttotr 
only ioved her father's t>erfoh, but fhe 
alfo venerated his charafter. The em- 
phafis that he laid on the word fir anger 
induced her to refledt on the hazard of 
beftowihg her hand upon a perfon Nvitli 
whom (he was fo (lightly acquainted;, 
and though (he continued to believe that 
ford Monteith poftc(rcd all the real vir- 
tues of which (he had conjured up the 
refemblance, yet (he thought there wbuld 
be no impropriety in letting the latent 
excellencies expand. In fi/ie^ fhe was 
too refpedful as a daughter to eftabKlh an 
open oppofition to her father's intention^» 
and Qoo delicate as a female &o think of 

04 encou- 
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encouraging an addrcfs which wanted 
the folemn &nftion of paternal appro- 
bation If lord Monteith's paflion was 
fincere, it would not be reprcffcd bf 
difficulties f and if ic ftood the trials (he 
knew the warmth of fir William's affec- 
tion to her too well to fear his final re-* 
]c&ionr when he fhould know that her 
happinefs depended upon his.afient. 

If my readers think tfacle relblutions^ 
too magnanimous to correfpond with 
the charaifter of a young lady accui^ 
tomcdeven to that felicitous indulgence 
which prevents our wifhesj who ncvcc 
viewed the world but on its brightefb 
fide^ and who never law 

«* Hard uokindncfs' alter'd eye 
" Meek the tear it forc*d to flow*** 

let it be remembered, that (he had hr 
Nits. Evans a friend of a fupcrior caft 
to what moft heireffcs can ever hope 
to poflclsi a friend who, having na 

fintder 
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iinifter viewsj had no oteafion for (ervt« 
lity or flattery ;— *a friend^ who to an 
exalted turn of mind uni^d the courage 
to enforce unpleafant truths^ and gene-* 
rofity to overlook cafual errors. 

We have fecn that gratitude to fir Wil- 
liam reconciled Mrs. Evans to the painful 
talk of attending lady Powerfcourt dur- 
ing her long illnefs. When death tcr- ' 
minated what (he conceived to be her 
duty in that plsirticular, fhe confide red 
the fituation of his daughter. Young> 
amiable, idolized^ po(fi:fifed of fuperior 
beauty and uncommon vivacity, by what • 
more noble method could (he evince her 
gratitude to the father^ than by fliowing 
the unwary girl the (hoals and qiiick- « 
fands which abound in the voyage of 

life? ; . 

Mrs.£vans's early knowkidgis of wHat- 
is called the great world con^inctd her, 
that though refinemept may. interp^ff 

G 5 its 
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its flhnfy v<Hi tive; liid^i^hle paffioos 
prevail in ttie higher circles, as much n 
in tbc cotc^gei ancl thgt the pilgrim 
\vho wilhe^ to ^w^W a fafe courie nnifl: 
unite the ferpcm with the dove. Wbilc> 
therefore^ (he ftroxigly recooimended to 
Mifs Powerfcourt the cxtirpatio0j noc 
the. concealment, of every ungenerous^ 
viplent, and felfifh principle, as the bap«^ 
pieft mieans of enfuring intexnal peace, 
ihe tat^ht her to apprehend e»:ernal 
danger froip the vtolehcc and ielfifiineis 
of others, however qpncealed rby the 
fair appeaj*ax)ce of poli(hed manners, or 
even by proff ffibxls of attachment. But, 
above all, ihe ftrongly impFinted on her 
pi^iPs niind a veneration for her faither's ' 
chara^en She not oi^ty pointed out his 
aflive benevolence, patient gentlenefe,* 
and firm . tntegrity, but led her to 
cpnfidiec the: literal propriety of bis 
<^i{iiQn& U|;on. atiy. fub^^k wi^ whichi 

he 



Ik Wfts thorough]^ acquatmed ; and 
ilK)tigh his reclufe habks had caft an air 
of fingdiarity over his natural good' 
ftfiife^ yet his plain Hrm ftile of think-^ 
ing was not only better but wiftr than 
that flexible judgment n^hich bendsi 
eontra£h> or expands^ as the worlds 
that is, as eaprice determines. Nothing 
could be more judicious than thefe in- 
firuftions. Mifs Powcrfcouft's parts 
were lively and brilliant, quick in difco- 
rerihg the ridiculous^ and powerful in 
expofing it. Though virtue, bcnevo- 
lence> and fond indulgence, mufthave 
Gibeained the warm affeftidn of her grate- 
ful heart, her refpcdk for fuch a father 
could only be founded on the perfuafion 
which Ihc had imbibed in her fearfy youtH 
of the natural fupefiority of his unculti*^ 
vated' underftandihg* 

The (jonfcioufncfs oi yielding td^^* 
iveakncfs which Mrs. Evans would dif- 

06 approve. 
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fpprovcy had kept her from informing 
Lucy of the ftatc of her heart prior to 
lordMonceith's declaration^ and the fame 
ientiment forbade her difcovering . any 
ftrong uneafinefs at her father'^ rejeftioa 
of his addrefles. In relating the affair 
ihe only obfervedwith a fupprefled figh, 
that ihe thought his lordfliip infinicely 
the moft amiable and deierving of any 
of her fuitors j but fince her father dif- 
approved the connexion^ Ihe fliould ac- 
quiefce in bis deciflon^ and heartily wifli 
the earl happy with fome other lady : in 
which wifti, however, it may be qucf- 
tioned whether fhe did not make a little 
ufe of the long bow. 

The enamoured earl was not at this 
time in fo quiefctnt a ftate. He was 
quite in a humour for 

<' Moving accidents by flood and Jeld^'* 

Or, . 

•• For hair breadth 'fcapet in th' imminent 
<' deadly breach." 

One 



1 
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One time h$ rejblved to dorm the 
caftle and free the lady from durance^ ^ 
another time decided to ftretch his rival 
in the bloody dufr« The probability o( 
the fair one's being offended by the firlt 
projeA foon made him abandon thatj, 
and there (eemed fo much cruelty la 
killing a man who did not even knovr 
that he was an impediment to his hap^ 
pinefsj that his lordfhip's cooler judg-* 
ment pronounced that the latter would| 
be too' fanguinary. Afrer cpnddering 
all the plans which antient and modern 
romance fupplies^ the old fcheme of Ju- 
piter, and the fhower of gold was pre-> 
ferred. But it was not to Danae that the 
Caledonian Jupiter defcendcd in that 
form i it was to Danae's waicing maid. ^ 
The very evening after this phenome- 
non had taken place> Mifs ]?owerfcpurt 
faw a letter upon her dreiling-tablej 
fuperfcribed in characters which fhe 

perfeftly 
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ptvkAiy recolle£kcd. The Cambcian 
Abigail was not an adept in her profei^ 
fion; for on being ijueftioncd how it 
came thcf e, fhc neither affirmed that IJie 

• • • • 

&w a Cupid fly in with it at the window, 
Bor even hinted that it might be eonveycd 
tiierc by fairies, or rife out of the 'tabic 
by the power of enchantment; She 
ficither invoked goblin nor witch, biit! 
fimply owned that • lord Monteiiih 
begged her to deliver it, and (he though* 
there could be no harm in complyiri]^ 
witb the requeft of *f«ch an agrerable 
gemieman. - <^ 

*' If you do not know your duty to 
^ my father, Bridget, I knoW mine r 
« return it immecliately to ' his lord- 
«« (hip i but. ftay 5 ' I think I WiH ad(J a 

« few words/* , " ^ 

... » , . 

Mrs. Bridget ; bjeflcd her ^podnefs; 

and began an,harangw oa his 16jrdftiip*5 
' ^ ' " ' '--* Virtues, 
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virtacs, which her miftrcfs filenced with 
a look, and fhe retired. 

The openf r of Pandora^s box was a 
gentleman* Let the geodemen there- 
fore behold one of the fex whom they 
brand with the ftigixia of curioGiy, jit* 
ting wkh a Pandora*s box fealed before 
her, yfct forbearing to lift the interduSed 
lid. She wrote a few lines which ex- 
prcflitd her aJahorrencc of a elandeftine 
correfpoisdence, without kitizaadiig per* 
pecyal enmity agaiitft the correfpoodent,^ 
and|>, inplofiing his lordfltip'si kttcry rung, 
her bell, dxui ordeced it to ise delivered 
by the very fixft opportunity. . She re- 
futed Mrs, Brtdgetfs attendance that 
eyeniog, and betook hcvMi ta the repofe 
which coEtfctous ireffitude and&lf-poffef* 
Qon cut aloQO ci^oy. . ^ 



' . • 
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CHAP. IX 

-A pradent fathei-, 
By nature charg'd to guide and rule her choice, 
Kefigils his daughter to a hu(band*8 power» 
- Who, with fuperior dignity* with reafon, 
And manly tendcmefsy will ever Iotc her j 
Not firft a kneeling flare^ and then a tyrant, . 

Thomson- 
Lord MoNTEiTH and his fiiend were 
forced to projeft frefh meafures; for 
Mrs. Bridget was fo unwilling to offend 
her dear generous young kdy^ that 
file re&fed to appear any more upon the 
ftage, and yet her gratitude to the dear 
generous young gentleman induced her 
to confent fiill to take a part behind the 
fcenes. She fuggefted that her lady 
would (bon pay a vifit to a neighbouring 
family; that Ihe would go on horfeback^ 
only accompanied by Mr. John the 
groom i that the road lay through a 

neigh- 
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fteighbouritug fcdppice, but thaC lord W, 
as well as fir William had keys, of th« 
. ridings j and (he concluded wich obferv- 
hig ftgnifkantly, that Mr. John was a 
very well* behaved mart, no liftener, and 
too difcnet to fay any thing. 

The excurfion was undertaken at the 
appointed time; but the inftant Mifs 
Powerfcourt entered the wood, Ihc faw 
a gepdeman on horieback approaching^ 
whom, in aifother inftant, ihe knew td 
be lord Monteith. Her firft intention 
was to turn back, but ftie was prevented 
.by John's having dropped the key iri 
the long grafs, ju(i as he had lotked 
the gate. Anger was ufdcfs, indeed 
uni'eafonable ; for the poor man wa^ 
endeavouring to repair his earelefnefsf 
by looking for it very anxioufly. Thought 
fhe could not but fufped that the rcn-^ 
contre was coficert^d, ihe had fufH- 
cient confidence in her own dignity m 

overcome 
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overcome her firft agitation. Retreat 
was impoffiblej and (he advanced fiowly 
to the dreaded interviev^rr 

On the gewkroan's , it<k there was 
exprefied ao infinitude of love> adnura^A 
tion> and (^fpair> blended with fbmc 
degree of refentful fenfibilicy at the 
fdea of being compelled {M^ivately to (b^ 
Vick a bleiling to whi^h he h9d thought 
himielf entitled publicly to afpite* 
pn the lady's there appeared a JAft 
knk of fctnsik decorum^ and a ft<ad]f 
reiolution to reprcfs any aqrimo^ioua 
pbfervadons on heir father's condii^r 
But the moft intercfting pan of the ct^* 
yer&tion took place afcer lord Montekb 
kad explained. fir William's reafons for 
rej.e£liag bis addrefie^^ catid aiked.her if 
ihe would accept the lover he defigncd 
topropofe. 

^' Affuredly I wiil not," was : her 
♦nfwcr,. "Should my father .ever .ex- 

" prcfe 
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•* prcls fuch intentions to mc, 1 muft 
^' be as^firm in refufing my hand where 
** I cannot beftow my heart, as I now 
*' am in reje£ling your addrefles while 
^* he difapprovcs of them." 

^^ Moft admirable of all human crea* 
V tures 1" exclaimed Monteith, « I will 
^ patiently commit my dcftiny to the 
*^ care of a lady whofc exalted ideas in- 
•* creafc my eftcem for her at every in- 
**t€rview5 yet permrt tne to add one 
** more inquiry. Might I venture, ma- 
" dam, to hope, fliouM J have been too. 
^ prefumptuoos in hoping, that if I had 
*« been honoured by fir WilfianfiS ap^ 
** probation, I ftorfd not hav« encoun- 
^ tered the terrors of your rcfufal ?*' 

Mifs Power fcourt^s reply was con- 
fofcd and inarticulate lyet the deep crirti- 
C)fv which fluflied her half- averted face, 
M& the (bftnefs of her accentji did noit 
reduce him to defpair* She perceived 

^ It 
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it did not J and as foon as fhe had rccol- 
lc6tcd hcrfrlf, (he added, ♦' I know the 
*' goodnefsof my father^s heart i I know 
*• his unbounded affcdion for me j and I 
"am confident that he will perfift in no 
•' plan that would make me mifcrablc. 
•' But let me entreat you, my lord, not 
*' to pOrfue a method of arfdreflS^ng me 
*' which muft either make me mean 
** in my awn eyes, or diminHh my 
*' refpcd: for your charaftcr/* His 
lordihip bowed> and, protefting invioIa«* 
ble obedience and unaltered love, rode 
off ju(t at the inftant that John found 
the key which enabled Mife Powcrf*^ 
court to purfue her expedition. Her 
condudfc in this interview did not 
leflen her in her lover's 'affefldons,^ 
for he vowed to lord W. that fhk 
was an angel in a human form> and. th^t 
he was determined either to die. or 
obtain her. 

Nor 
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Nor did the Evanses, to whom Mifs 
Powerfcourt impartially related this in-^ 
cident and that of the.lettcri feel any 
diminution of the love and efteem whicH 
the many amiable qualities of their 
charming young friend had long excited. 
On the contrary, Mrs. Evans bellowed 
warm encomiums on the marked pro- 
priety of her conduQ, and Lucy's eyes 
flione with that humid luftre which the 
praifes of her dear Geraldine always 
called forth. Sir William's fchcme for 
the intended difpofal of his daughter's 
hand excited general furprife, mingled 
with fome fhare of difapprobation i and^. 
though uniform refpcft for his charafter 
prevented Mrs. Evans from exprelfing 
any doubt of the propriety or praftica- 
feility of the projcft, the heartlefs open- 
hearted Lucy was fo ftrongly perfuaded 
of its impropriety, that the moment Mifs 
Powerfcourt retired, Ihe could not avoid 

reprobating 
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reprobating the abfurdity of allowing her 
friend fb litde infiuence in an affair ib 
infinitely momentous to her own hap-* 
pinefe. , 

. " It is certainly wrongj" replied Mr$# 
Evans, <^ and may be added to the 
*' inftances I have frequendy repeated 
•* to convince you of the neceflity of 
^^ conforming a little to the nodons of 
" other people ; for I have often ob-^ 
*' fcrved, my dear girl, that you have 
" more tenacity of opinion than one ge* 
*' nerally meets with in a young woman 
** of nineteen^ Do not fuffcr fingula* 
** rity to creep upon you; for though 
',** it only now appears in wearing your 
*.* hair fmooth, while all your acquaint- 
•* ance have theirs curled, or in ex- 
prelfing your diflike to mufic when all 
the world is mufical^ it may twenty 
or thirty years hence induce you to 
^ lay more abfurd fchcmcs for the 

" marriage 
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^ marriage of my grand thildren than 
-** even fir William's fo much reprobated 
"plan*". . 

Lupf' replied laughing, ** I will put 
*^. my hair in rollers thi$ very evening, 
" which will, I truft, remove your ap- 
^^ptehenfiona rclpeding the prepofter- 
^* oua matches of your grandchildren/* 

" If you, my dcap," continued Mrs.' 
Evans, ♦< recoiled the circiimftanoetf 
^< of fir William's life, and analyze hisf 
** charafter, his prefcnt defigawiH ap- 
*^ pear the natural refult of both. ThC' 
^* virtues which ipread pcofpcrity and 
" joy ^1 around him are not the rcfiflt 
^ of thofe refined feelihgs^ thofe elegant 
^ fufeeptibilities, which uiurp the place 
" of folid virtues in the eftimation of 
" too many. They are the effcdt of 
"reflection, of principle, of chriftian 
^ principle, my dear, that firmeft found- 
" ation for all that i^ truly excellent 
. , 4 "in 
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<^ in man. But though his idea^ that 
*' the gifts of fortune arc only an ac- 
*' countable ftewardfliip, makes binr 
^ uniformly and perfeverihgly ppright 

V and generous, it does not fupply thofe 
*.' nicer touches of the heart which na- 
*rture never originally beftowed. Ex- 
*' dufiye of what he feels for . GcraF- 

V dine, I qucftion whether his heart 
^ ever acknowleged any fentimem: live- 
^ Bcr than univerial benevolence." 

• •* How came he to marry then ?" in- 
quired , Lucy. The air of muvete 
with -which flie fpoke would have di- 
verted Mrs, Evans: at ariatber tifjEje j but 
when applied to the preient fubjed it 
recalled painful fcnfations. " It was not 
** a love-matcb,*' faid (he, after a long 
paufc J " and I fear lady Powerfcoort 
". did not ftudy to eiccitc thofc fenti- 
« merits of cfteem . and attachment in 
**,fir William's mind, which. her en- 

" gaging 
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'* gaging attentions would have in- 
" fpircd. Though 1 believe he ^ never 
" felt a ftronger tic than what arofe 
^< from habit and compaiIion> his na« 
•* tural goodnefs made him behave ta 
" her, during the trial of a long fick- 
" nefs, with fo much tendemefs, that 
** he was univcrfally accounted a moft 
'^ excellent hufband. You know, Lucy, 

" he is not apt to make obfervations On 
** people or incidents which do ribt 
*^ immediately-affeft himfclf. The world 
" Aides by unnoticed^ if it do not el- 
" bow himi and though this^ may con-'' 
duce ta the tranquillity of his mind, 
it prevents him from enlarging His 
" ftock of information. Can you,^ 
*' however, wonder, from what he has 
" felt and from what he has obfcrved, 
« that he (hould fuppofe mutual attach- 
**, ment unneceffary in a union between ' 
<< two worthy people i and you will zU 
VOL. I. H *< low 
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'^ low Mifs Powerfcourt and her cqufin 
*' anfwer that dcfcriprion/' 

" Moft certainly they have the bcft 
^\ hearts in the world j but is nqt lord 
*' Montcith too a moft worthy cha^ac- 
" ter, and in point of rank and for- 
*' tune a more defirable match ?" 

" Fortune, my dear, though in moft 
«' marriages a very ncceflary ingredient, 
^' is of little confequence in the difpofal 
*' of Mifs Powerfcourt i for her here- 
*« ditary affluence is fo great, that Ihc 
*' may poflefs every indulgence fhe can 
V wifli for, without the - ncceffity of 
«^ her huiband's adding any thing to 
*^ the paternal ftock. I am nqt one of 
«* thofe who flight the advantages of 
'< rank ; I aUqw it to be defirable ; but 
'< if you balance againii: it the apparent 
<' juftice of beftowing a rich heirefs on 
". h6t fether's neareft male relation, 
<< IH^ho is educated in the fame princi- 

3 . " pics. 
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" pies, and will rtfidfc upon the fame 
" fpot where his aoceftors have flou- 
*^ rUhed^ who will moft probably con- 
^^ tjnue CO di^uiq the fanie noble beae-^ 
voknce and patriarchal hoipicaltty \ \ 
protefty when T think of thefe advan«t 
tages, I can condemn nothing hut fir 
^< William's ch^raAerUlicM i^diffiurenee 
^* to the ftate of his daughter's caflSec^ 
lions. But I obferye> L\2cy>: thtfo 6f 
late you always feem uneafy and Merit 
when we talk of Henry PoK^rfcburt i 
are not you and your old friend and 
^ playfellow upon as good lerms as 
«' ufual?" ^ - ' 

" Yes, quite fo." 

" Then Ihould you not rejoice at the 
*^ profpcd of his good fortune ?'* 

" Soldoj but poor lord Montcith*— 
'* \ cannot help juft now thinking oif 
** him. I am ibrry at my very heart 

Ha- - : . «i that 
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«* that he fliould be left unhappy, he is 
" fo uncommonly amiable/- 

*' Pray," faid Mrs. Evans, «* how 
" came you to know that he is fo un- 
" commonly amiable and excellent?" 
MHs Evans confefled that her infornunt 
was Geraldine. 

• " Ah poor Geraldine r* faid Mrs, 
Evans, " the eye I fee has outftcpped 
' ^* the judgment; I hope it has not 
f* inifled it. What very amiable qua- 
y luies could (he difcover in a ball- 
** room ? Does the indiredl mode of his 
f^ purging your friend, fince he? faf- 
« ther's rejeftion, argue any. exalted 
*' excellence?'* 

" No,'' faid Lucy, *' indeed it does 
** not 5 but do, my dear mother, make 
f* allowances for his very ftrong attach- 
■*' ment. I am afraid too my fweet 
** friend's heart is irrevocably his, and 
f « ought flic to marty Henry Powerf- 

^ court. 
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" court, all worthy and good as be is> 

<^ whrlc her affeftions arc another's ?" ' 

" Your mother's condud,'* replied 

Mrs. EvaDs, " has fhew» her decided 

^* opinion upon fuch a qucftion, nor 

** has Ihe ever found reafon to regret 

"the preference which has made her 

" the wife of the worthieft of men, 

• « Yet, if in the prefent conflia of Mifs 

c<* Powerfcourt's paffions I could hope 

-*^ that my warning voice might be heard, 

** I would entreat her to cgnfider, whc- 

^V ther, fincc her attachment is not the 

• * 

** refult of long acquaintance arid irii- 
'** partial obfervatidn, but the tranfieht 
<« ftart of (lidden preference, it be not 
<* at Icaft poffiblc that her father's plan 
^ for her happincfs may be the moflreli-- 
** gibte ? She can never now have an 
*« opportunity of knowing lord Mbii- 
" teith's real difpofition previous to the 
«* marriage ceremony. The cautious 

H 3 "' lover 



€€ 
€€ 
€€ 
tfC 
At 



150 A TALE OF THE TIMES. 

*' lover will difclofe nothing which is 
" difagreeable^ where he ftudics to re- 
" commend himfelf to favour; and what 
" can fht learn from the vague or per- 
haps intereiled Communicatidns of 
others ? Charge her then> my deiir 
Lucy, in your moments of endear- 
ment and privacy } if your Geraldine's 
happinefs be <k^r to ybu^ charge ber 
/< to rtBiUt on Ifenry's known vimies^ 
^< his modeft diffidence^ i^enuous gr»» 
^< dtudci andgentle^ yet generous diC- 
^* poiition. Alk ber^ if tbe& are not 
/< the qualities ^hich mud infure hap- 
^' pinefs> and warn her Mt to miftake 
*< a tranfient liking for ain infurmount- 
«' able attachnwnt." 

Mifs Evans burft into tears at her 
mother's pathetic. injund^ion, and pro- 
miied obcdienpe. : 



. ;-| 
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CHAP. X. 

True cBgqity ig his, whofe tranquil mind 
Virtue*ha8 raisM above the things below $ 

Wboy every hope and fear to heaven reiignM^ 
Shrinlui iiot» tbouglv Fortiute aim her deadlieft 

blow. fiEATTlt. 

WfTiLi Youth with democratic violence 
pulls down Rcafon from her fpveVeign 
feat, and commits the helm to a rebel 
rout of paffions ; Age, finding thefc rio- 
tous principles quiet and manageable in 
his own jmrticular territories, foppofcs 
it eafy for others' to keep them in equal 
fubjeftion, and affirms that the abfolute 
unlimited monarchy of the ci-devant 
J>rincefs is not only the bed modj: ot 
government, but adtually the mod fea» ' 
fible. It is not wonderful that Youtii 
ifhould deny the power of thofe reftric- 
tive principles which time atid experi- 

H 4 cncc 
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ence gradually introduce i but certainly. 
Age might remember the fentiinefits that 
it once fclt. ,, c * I J 

The above obfe'rvatibn, though pro- 
foundly true in ■ generaJ,' is> 1 confiTfs, 
irrelevant to the cafe before us- forjir 
-WilKwo-Jpoiffcrfcourt iwd- exadjy^the 
fame opinion of love at th« time I am 
treating of> as he had forty years be- 
'?ore i and Mrs/ Evans was of fo lingu- 
lar a taftc, and had fo thorough a con- 
■ 'fe'mpt f6i""a^ ftt of features and-cota- 
plexion," that, tike Dcftlcmona, (he faw 
hfr hu£band!s " features in his mindj" 
for when ihe felc6lcd Mr. Evans, who 
no perfonaJ graces to boaft of, flic 
only encountered cmbarrafTed cir- 
iftanccs, but difpleafed her relations 
rejet^ing a rich and handfome, but 
ndoned admirer. 

i. few days after the events related 

my preceding Chapter had taken 

place. 
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placci fir William's bailiff begged his 
Honor's leave to tell Him fomething that 
made him unhappy, k was, that he had 
twice fcen a very fine gentleman whif- 
pering with :Mrs, Bridget in Ellis's 
temple in the dark hour. The groom, 
he added, feemcd to know fomething 
about iti for he^ laughed, and faid Bridget 
bad gota London fweetheart 5 but Rqger 
fomchow thought, though he knew that 
fccond-handed gcnttemcn' in London 
drclTcd as fine as- their rtiafters, that this 
looked to be another guifc kind.of bi^dy; 
Sir William thanked Roger fbr4iis fide* 
lity, . (hook his head, axid obferVed that 
the world grew worfe and worfe every 
hour J to which obfcrvation Roger, who 
was of the. fame age with his mailer,^ 
cordially agreed;. 

Previous to thefe- communications of 
faithful Roger, Gr William had feh a 
confiderable fliare of uneafinefs. He 

H 5, recol* 
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recoIle£M that hd^ Pbwcrfcdurt iras 
. very fond of rdating long narratives of 
rcfiftlefs beauties^ who, Jby their iinrc*- 
kntiag cruelty, bad compslkd their def« 
«ptrate lovers tp carry dteik) oflF in cbaiiots 
and fix, furrounded by armed footmetii 
maugre all their t^ar^ and cries s and 
though fir William had always confidered 
diefe tales to be entided tx> an equal de-* 
gree of credibility with thofe of Mother 
Goofe, his anxiety for Geraldine re« 
inihded him, that if lord Monceith had 
ever happened to hear any of thefe fto* 
ries, they might have put fomething in 
his head which he would not oth^rWife 
have ihoughr of. He determined there- 
fore to inform Heliry Powericourt of 
his defigns in his favour, and to confign 
his daughter to a hufband's protection 
fome years fooner thai^ he bad in- 
tended. 

That 



^ Thatyoting gciftleman pi^ffda' thfc eol- 

^^regc vatatioiis ait Povverfci^Airt, »ri^eft- 

ciftd the €ftecm of every intrffeg^W 6B- 

fcrvef by Ms ii^emi^us'dlffidencei to- 

afifcaed gentlehds, and ^ thbtifand Hart- 
equivocal proofs of a generoiSs, grate- 
ful heart. His c'ountenance was op<:ii, 
jrnd his features agreeable^ 't1ioiigK;*^ 
; had no pretcnfions to beauty; 'hisfigute 
was naturally good, blithe feeih'cd quite 
at a lofs how to manage it to the belt 
advantage. He was faid to poffefs yc^ 
rcfpcftable literary talents, but the per- 
^ , petual raiHery of the lively Gi&raldine 
againft pedants tnade him profoundfy 
filent upon topics which he was belt 
qualifiecj to difcufs. Of the worrd he 
was totally ignorant; and he: fceinca, 
like his refpeaabl'c kinfman, to be n9t 
very anxious to be ' initiated into its 
myfteries. Afraid of being abfurd, he 
never ventured to trifle; ignorant of 

H 6 the 
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- the fittall talk of the day, too fiudiQUS 
.and' retired during his college refidence 
.to enrich his mind with aloia-mater 
anecdote, or to learn the art of prafti- 
.cal joking ; confcious of his dependant 
.fituation ; folicitous to avoid intrufion ; 
and ever fearful of offending j he cer- 
tainly appeared with a referve and gra- 
vity unufual at his age ; and he might 
in a mixed company juftify Geraidine's 
obfervations, that he looked like per- 
petual prefident of the club of the hum- 
drums. 

Mifs Powerfcourt's vivacity found 
continual employment during her cou- 
. fin's vifits in what fhe called teaching 
him the graces, and rubbing off college 
rail. But though an exuberant flow of 
youthful fpirits made her fomctimes pur- 
fue thefe topics further than her good 
nature would have permitted, had fhe 
known that it gave pain to the objed 

of 
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.of her raiBery, Ihc felt for him. the 
tenderoefs of a fifter^ and treated him 
with the confidence of a friend. Her 
, heart was truly generous : I do not 
, fpeak of that light, tranfient, and fome- 
timetafFefteddifregard for money which 
young people, who have never expcri*- 
enced its utility, often carelefsly difplay ; 
but of that real liberality which, could .cir- 
cumfcribe its own defires to inqreafe the 
comforts of thofe around it. Far there- 
fore from regretting the fums which 
fir William expended in Henry's edu- 
cation and fupport, or viewing the;pro- 
-grefs which he made in the good baro- 
net's affedions with envy or jealoufy, 
fkt continually urged him immediately 
to bedow upon th^ valuable oddity, 
as (he ftiled him, that independence 
.which his noble mind richly deferved. 
> I even tell him,'* (he would fgiy to her 
Lucy, <' that in fo doing he will make 

"me 
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«' TM happiet % for I cannot help 
'' feeling that I was thrown in the "oray 
«< moft utffeafonably to mar that dear 
^» fcHow's ex?pedations. But for me, 
'** fou knoiV) Lucy, he would have been 
"heir to all my fathers princdy &r- 
« tunc." 

Such folicitude for Henry's intei^ft 
had convinced fir William that his 
fcheme wias in the moft prafperous way ; 
and when, deeming the golden harveft 
of hope to be fully ripe, he informed 
dis daughter with a fignifibant fmtle that 
he had fcnt for her coufm, ro Pow- 
trlcourt upbtt bufmefs ' in whip h Ac 
was materially concerned, he certainly 
thought that he was communicating wd- 
comc intelligence. Far different weit 
^titt agoniz^ feelings of Geraldine, feet* 
jmgs which her <anxkty to fa;ve her elated 
father from the {>afigs of flidd^ di&i!r'- 
pointment cdutd icarcely itftrab. She 

flew 
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fie*^ to Lucy, and, throwing herfe?f into 
her arms, conjured her by all their in- 
fehtfeie t€fndefhefs> if fte cve^r loVed, 
ever fikied her, to do fonrcthing to fiivfe 
ktt frotn 'tht **^dfiil alternative «fi 
ettufkcd marriage, or oifFending an ai- 
moft adored father* - 

Lucy mingled her tears with Geral- 
dinc's with inorc^thfian the common fen- 
fibilitf' of friendihip* She could recot- 
IcQl nothing but her mother's folcmn 
adjuration, and fhe repeated her argu- 
ments with fidelity j but the moment of 
ftrong p^on was urtfevourable to cool 
^onfideratiort. ^* O^ceafc, ^itiy deareft 
''gii^l!" interrupted Mife Po^^erfcourt, 
*' ceafe to urge the only pK)po(al lb 
" which I cannot accede. Even yout- 
^^ mother, all prudent, all 'felf.t)o(reffcd 
** as Ae is, would ftrongly reprobate fo^ 
"lemn ptxjmyi Had this linTon ndt 
** been propofed, xny rtgard fer lord 

" Mon- 
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^^ Monteith ihould never have induced 
*^ me to have taken any ftep contrary 
y to mv father's wilh, nor ^fliould he 
" have difcovered that the faerifice I 
^* made to filial duty was at the expence 
." of my happincfs. Bpt to bind my- 
" fclf for ever to anotberj when my 
^* heart is irrevocably his j to fliut out 
** every hope that time might! remove 
♦' my fatbcr^s rcJuftahcc -,. honour, dc* 
** licacy, affedion, nay, even my cfteem 
" for Henry Powerfcourt* all . ftrongly 
" forbid fuch an unhallowed bond!:' 

Lucy was quite a cpnvcrt to tbcfe 
arguments s but when Geraldine again 
called upon her to fuggcft feme plan of 
conduct that might obviate thefe threat- 
ejiedeyils, the artlefs weeping, girl could 
form no other fcheme than that ihe 
Ihould throw herfclf ?t fir William's 
feet and own a pre-engagement. Mils 
Powerfcourt feemed npt to haye fufHr 

cicnt 
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cient courage for a difcovcry which (hfc 
apprehended niuft produce difagreeable 
events; but while deprelTed and unrcr 
folVed, IhcJecmed firm in nothing- but 
: that. .Ihc. would likitnsttely rejcft her 
coufin's hand. The important eclaif- 
•ciffcmcnt came from another quartcn 

I (hair pafs' over many unimportant 
converfarions to give a fuller account of 
the interview in which fir William un- 
equivocally, and in fure expectation of a 
joyful acceptance, informed his kinfman 
of his defign to make him the heir of 
his fortunes, and the depofitary of his 
daughter's happiriefs. But when he 
expedtedto fee the highly- favoured youth 
break out in a ft rain of grateful rap- 
ture, (for even his phlegmatic temper 
expefted rapt^urous acceptance when 
•Geraldine was the gift,) how cruelly 
was he difappointed to fee his counte- 
nance betray diftrefs almoft bordering 

upon 
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upon deipair; and to hear him in grate- 
i&il, refpedlful^ but decifivc terms, rc- 
jt& the radiant, the alluring prize* Sir 
William ftbod motibnlefs with aftonifh* 
mentto fee the ** cloud^capt toiwer" he 
Jiad been fo many years eredting prove 
in one moment to be only ^' the bafe^ 
lela fabric of a vifioni" land as I con^ 
ceive my readbrs cnuft be equally jdaneN 
iiruck, I cannot hdp afktog them, in^ » 
tone of exultation, w^hetber I have not 
attained the grand climax of improba- 
bility ? whether the legends of modern 
romance, modern poetry, or the modern 
drama, can produce a iituation fo navel 
and ftriking i 

That a prudent^ diffident young mani^ 
who, withoi^t having abiblucely laid a 
plan to make hia fortune, was anxioufly 
ibiicitoua to be relieved from a depend^ 
ance which he feverely felt ; that fuch a 
<Uie, I &y, withoat any preconcerted 

dcfign 
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defign upon lady Bridget Autumn's 
eftate, or the jointure of the duchefe 
dtiwager of Wkhcrington, fhould refufc 
the young, lovely, -fafdnating Gcraldine, 
when offered to him by her father, with 
the immediate pofleffion of three thot*- 
fand a year, aad a certain aflfurahct ^ 
an additional five thoufand per annum 
on jii$ death s^^I think I have been too 
diffident in only challenging my cdn« 
Tfctnporarics in the circle of the Belles 
Lettres to rii^^l me in the non- natural; 
I might alfocatliipon tht pbilojopbers cff 
the new fchool, and alk the iHuftrioife 
<fophifts if they can form a paradox mbtt 
perfedlly inoomprehenfiWe. 

But, notwithftandrng tny paflionate 
love of fame compels tne to adopt 
the moift fafliionable, riiat is, the cer- 
tain method of obtainihg it; I cafrnot 
<j<MCe cGfnqOer the corfimon foible of old 
people, that of looking back to the 

times 
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times I have feen^ and thinking them 
fomewhat better than the prefent days* 
Indeed now and then I am rude enough 
to eonjedurc thgt the modern Parnaffue 
is feated very near th^t^ " windy fea pf 

Jandi'' which Milton na^^es tjie Linabo 

*;of Vanity, the refid^ncc of ^^ 

^ AH th^ unaccomplilh'd workt of Nature's hind 
'^ Abortive^ 'monftrousj or imitindly raix'd." ^ 

. , ... i 

HegrettiQg that (imple^ elegance and ra- 
tional ao^ufeipent (hould be facrificed to 
high founding phrafes and inconceivable 
wonders, figmfying nothing, I forac- 
'times invoke- the fhades of Addifon^ 
Goldfmith, and Fielding; and, after 
having contemplated the formes of na- 
ture or morality which their antiquated 
.pages prefent, I in vain endeavour to be 
amufed with ghpfts and. dungeons,, in-^ 
xident without char^dker,. or charafter 
without effcdl* Xhefc lafl; . fentenccs 

recal 
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recal my wandering petti by fuggcllixig to 
mc that cricicifm fiuy be as jejune and 
irrelative as i;hc hovel or popm which it 
condcHinsi and tha; tlit fatirift of the 
tafte and morals of ptbers mqft frqn^ 
prudence avoid exhibiting any thing rt^ 
prchenfible in her own. 
. Taught by that ".warning voice'* to 
^un the rock of digrcffion, I muft in'* 
form my Readers, that .the abfurdityof 
my pJan may^, be . rather, apf^arcni^ than 
real. Henry Powerfcourt might have 
fomc private reafons for his extraordinary 
condudt. He might have a pre-engage- 
mept i and jio lover under twenty would 
hefltate to offer a few annual thoufands 
on the (hrine of Cupid, He might be 
enamoured of academic (hades, and 
think, like Sha[kefpcare's Henry VI. 

•* Marriage 1 alas, my years are yet too young, 
^^ And fitter is my fludy and my books :'' 

Or 
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» 

Or the vivacity of Gerakiine might in- 
timidate him as much as Beatrice's did 
Benedi6l^ and induce him taoflfcr «^to 
** go on an embaffy to Prefter John or 
** the Antipodes^ rather than encounter 
**that lady's tongue."— What his real 
rcafons were muft not now be developed j 
but, knowing the pain of curiofity, I can- 
ftot help owning, notwithftanding my 
ufualreferve, tltatl know them, and that 
ihey (hall be exj)laincd in their proper 
place. 

The reader muft remember that I 
have left fir William in rather an awk-* 
ward fituation. Some little hope that 
there might be a mutual mifundcrftand- 
ing induced him to repeat the offer; and, 
in a tone that indicated not only furpri^e 
butdifpleafure, he aflced Henry if this 
was what he meant to re fufe ? The em- 
barrafled youth gave a hefitatang <* Yes;'* 

and 
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and turned afide to conceal the ftrong 
emotion of his agitated heart. " You 
** arc not ignorant^ Henry/' faid fir 
William, *^ that my fortune is entirely 
" at my o^yn difpofal, and that all your 
** inheritance is an eftate of your father's, 
** fomewhat under a hundred a year/*^ 

^* I know it, fir," anfwerpd Henry in 
a voice fcarcely audible i ^^ I know too 
** how infinitely I am beholden to ypur 
^ bounty, and that I could facrificc my 
*' life to prove my gratitude." 

«Pho! pho!" faid fir William,/' a 
<^ fiddle- ft ick about gratitude and fuch. 
^^nonfenfe; talking about thefe things 
^' is not to the {>urpoie ; I meant t<^ 
'* have been a greater friend to you than 
^* I have been ; but I fuppofe you have 
" fomc reafons for your behaviour, and 
^^ fo I (hall only add that I wiih you a 
« better ofFer/' 

He 
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, He then left the room, while the af- 
fli£kcd Henrjr, wretched at the idea that 
he had oflFcnded the perfon whom of 
all others he mofl: revered and eiteemed 
funk upon a ibfa, and fell into a pain* 
full .reverie on his paft conduft. His 
motives appeared fo laudable, that he 
could not upon retrofpeftion wifli the 
aeed undone; he only- feared that his 
voice, his looks, his words, or his man- 
rier, • had not fufficiently indicated the 
deep veneration which he felt in his 
heart. 

" in a converfation which took place 
the fame morning between fir William 
^nd his daughter, the former animad- 
i^erted on Henry's unaccountable con- 
du£l ih terms more acrimonious than he 
had ever before ufed. As a proof of the 
iJncQrpmon fwectncfs of Mifs Powerf- 
court's difpofition, Ihc appeared not 
only tQ forgive the affront, but fhc even 

pleaded 
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pleaded for the bold^efufer with HI that 
enchanting eloquence by which (he had 
ever been accuftomed to inlluenee her 
father's mind, . 

" I cannot, my dear fir,'' faid (he, 

** condemn Henry's behaviour f on the 
*' contrary, 1 think it proceeded from 
'^ that inviolable regard for honour and 
*^ fincerity which you tell me has been 
** from time immemorial the charadler- 
*' iftic of our family. A mean inte- 
refted perfon would have thought that 
your prcdilcdion in his favour gave 
" him an abfolute right to treat me ashe 
" plealedi he would never have confi* 

*^ dered whether I was the wife he would 

• 

** voluntarily have preferred. Looking 
" only at the greatnefe of my dowry, 
" he would at all times have filenced 
** the compunftions of his confciencc^ 
** by remembering that I was obtruded 
** upon his choice, when perhaps his 
voL.j, I *• heart 






«« heart fek a fccrct prefcFeace for an- 
«' other/' 

While Mifs Powerfcourt fJ>oke, her 
look^ voice, and manner, were uncom- 
tnonly beautiful and impreffive. Sir Wil- 
Ham gazed upon her within expreflible 
delight ; and when fhe flopped, he only 
obferved, that he thought there were 
few young men in\he kingdom who 
would not have, been overjoyed at fuch 
a propofal. 

'* Parental partiality," refumed Ge- 
raldine, " muft not decide on fuch an 
*' important point i but let not my dear- 
^^ eft father, throiigh; his fondncfs for 
*' me, fwerve from that noble integrity 
«« which has ever been the rule of his 
<^ aftions. From motives of delicacy to 
^' myfein muft entreat that the events 
^* of this morning may make no dif- 
^ fcrenc^ in your opinion of Hej^ry. 
*« Indeed I; (hould think that a^. the 

. ". highly- 



/ 
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" hfghly*liberal plan you had formed inf 

^' his favour is now fruftratcd, this is 

** the propcreft time to give him the in- 

^^ dependence youdefign for him. Sup- 

^' pofe you immediately refign the Me- 

^ rionethftiire eftate. It is but five hun-^ 

" dred a-year you know ; and if fuch a 

" defalcation in your revenue fliould any 

*^ way derange your cuftomary charities, 

" permit me, my dear father, to furren- 

" der part of that very ample allojvance 

" >s^hich you give me. It really is much 

*' more than I know how to fpend ; it 

only makes me thoughtlefs and extra-* 

vagant J and lam fure that abrFdging 

" it would be a good moral Icffon.'* 

" Speak; no more, child, upon this fub- 

jecft,*' replied fir William ;^ "nobody 

(hall fay that I brought a young fcl* 

. " low up, arid then let him ftarvc be-, 

" caufe he was not willing to mdrry 

" my daughter j but there is no necef-> 

I a " fity 
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fity for choofing the very time of his 

difobliging mc to make him inde- 
« pendent, as you call it, I have been 

put out of humour this morning, and I 
^ will take a ride round my farm ta 

get myfelf comfortable again. I 

*' don*t fee that Henry's (laying here 

•« longer is of any ufe, and I (hall tell 

*^ him that he may as well fet off for 

** Oxford when I come home.'* 

» 

Henry was roufed from his ftupor by 
a letter from Gcraldinc, which I (hall 
tranfcribe : 

" To Henry Powerscourt, E(q. 

«* Your condufl, my noble coufm, 
" during the trying incidents of this 
^ morning, fupcradds to the efteem 
«' and confidence which I have ever 
*^ felt for you, the indelible tie of fer- 
« vent gratitude. If I ever appear to 
** forget your generous behaviour, add 
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" to the lift of thofe iafamous women 
" of antiquity whom you have often 
" reprobated, the more infamous name 
" of Geraldinc Powerfcourt, who bafcly 
" neglefted the difintcrefted friend who 

*' rilked all his faireft hopes to alleviate 
** her forrows, 

" Be not grieved, my ever-refpedted 
" Henry, at the apprehenfion of my 
«* father's anger. It muft not, it (hall 
** not continue. His own excellent 
•* heart will not permit the difappoint- 
" mcnt of a favourite plan to infpirc 
*• lafting refentment againft the worthy 
" youth who is an honour to his name. 
"Perhaps, under the prefent circum- 
" ftances, it will be better for you not 
" to meet, at leaft till * he can fee you 
" without too keenly regretting that 
you cannot be his fon, I have heard 
you cxprefs a wifli to vifit Italy-, does 
" that wilh continue, or has it been 

13 "fup- 
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" fupplantcd by fomc other dcfirc? Say, 
" in what way can I prove that niine is 
" not a mere wordy gratitude y write to 
" me as foon as you get to Oxford, for 
" I can taftc no true fatisfaftion unlels 
•* I bear that you are happy. 

" GSRALDINB PoWERSQOURT/' 

I hope it will not be deemed an impu-^ 
tation on Mr. Powerfcourt's fortitude, 
if I fhould afiirmj that on reading this 
letter his eyes were obftrved to be fuf* 
fu^cd with tears. With a faltering 
voice ,he ordered his horfcs. He at-» 
tempted to write a few lines> but his 
hand was too tremulous^ and his thoughts 
too confufed to perform the talk. The 
deftined heir of fir William Powerfcourt, 
renouncing all thofe fplendid profpeds 
which had opened upon hjfn^ returned 
to the academic fhades.which^ warm with 
the mod ianguine hopesi he had \tk the 

week 
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week before. He returned poor in every 
worldly poffeflipn, dejeded, and dif- 
mayed; but rich in integrity, ricK in 

the noble confcioafnefs ©f approving 
virtue. 



*4 
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CHAP. XI. 



'Here, before Heaven, 



I ratify this my rich gifr. O Ferdinand I 
Do not fmile at me that 1 boaft her off; 
For thou wih find ihe will outftrip all praife. 
And make it hah behmd her. 

8HAKE8PEARB* 

The carl of Montcith was too ar- 
dcrit a votary of Cupid, to hear with 
indifference of his rival's proceedings. 
On the firft intelligence that Henry was 
arrived at Powcrfcourt, his lordfliip's 
valet received orders to examine and 
clean the locks of his filver-mounted 
piftols, and to have a fufficient quantity 

of powder and ball ready at the fhorteft 
notice. Alarmed fol* his lord's life, 
Beaufoy inftantly informed lord W. of 

this bloody preparation, who again pre-* 

vailed 
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vailed upon his young friend to wait 
patiently for the efFeft of Mifs Powerf- 
court's evident predileftion in his fa- 
vour. 

Meantime the '* tall lohg-fided dame" 
whom Hudibras charafterifcs as a 
" tattling goflip," having received fomc 
hint of what was really intended at 
Powerfcourt-houfc, blazoned it with all 
her powers ; and, knowing that the in- 
telligence muft be particularly intercfting 
at W. park, Ihe put her fwifteft winged 
cmiffarits into motion. Thcfe, gentle 
reader, were not aerial fylphs> or " Iris 
gliding down her painted bow:" modern 
profe is feverely reftrrfted from the ufc 
of fuch ornamental machinery. I can 
only introduce a lame dowager of cori- 
fummate prudence and known candour, 
who had her old horfes driven ten miles 
through the dirt to wonder with lady 
W. that any young Jady could rejeft 

15 loird 
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lord Mbatcith, and accq>t Henry 
Powerfcourt, and to reprobafic the ex- 
travagant demand of eight hundred 
a-ycar for pin money, on which the in* 
tended bxidc had pofitiveJy infilled. 
Another of Fame's bufy mefliingers was 
a gentleman fox-hunter, a man of ex- 
treme caution and undoubted veracity^ 
M/^ho affirmed at lord W*'s public din- 
ner, that he had nr>ct two barriftcrs Hftd 
A ferjeant at law riding poft to fir Wil- 
liam*s that very day* On one of the 
company obferving,. that three lawyers 
confulting upon a fettlemcnt was rather 
unufual, fquirc Weftern affirmed with 
an oath, that one of his neighbours told 
him fir William would have it fo: 
*« Thcfe lawyers," faid he, "are fad 
" quarrelfome fellows, and if two of 
** them (hould difagrce, I will have the 
" third ready to be umpire 5 for the 
«* wedding Ihall take place next week." 

Nobody 



*Ndbody how cdmA doubt his tcftimony, 
the words were fo very like what 'fir 
; Witibte wwild fay. 

Whcri the gciidtfmen adjourned to 
thedriWirig*W)dtti, the biiif (i)ritc I haVc 
^bfefore aJluded to had taken poflelSon of 
that goodly field, and inftigated a lady> 
^t the hteard of engrofling too tnuch of 
the converfation, to enumerate all thfe 
b!*id*'^ parapfc[*hialiak One t)art oT the 
cofftpany iridd«d^ affirmed, that they 
#«i>e toW MUs Powerfcottrt fecredy dif- 
approved of the match ; but three young 
Is^its, influenced by the fame fuperha^ 
tural agehcy, protefted that they fcne^ 
IbetWr. They were, they faid, her very 
ihtim^tc friends, and were entrufted by 
her with the fccret of he r attachment tO» 

« 

her coufin, wbrch had fubfiftied frorA 
their eariieft years. During thefe nir^ 
4^tiVes>;the countenance 6f Monteithi 
varied from the criilifon glow'of rage ta 

i 6 the 
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the livid hac of jealoufy j and, as he 
was not fu£5cicntly vcrfcd in the fcience 
of ffclf- command to conceal his ftroi^ 
•emotions, the. ladies .were aU highly en- 
terdamed with the idea that he really 
was very much in lov^ ftillj forgetting, 
or perhaps having never read in the 
fable, that what is fport to one may be 
death to another. ' 

, r It was only by r^peat^d obfervations, 
that all thofe reports could hot be true, 
and that the lady's word dcfcrved con^ 
fidence, that lord W. could prevail upon 
his noble gucft to fufpcnd the execution 
.of his fanguinary defigns* At this cri(k 
the unexpedcd, the tranfporting intel- 
ligence arrived, that Henry was cer- 
tainly gone in difgrace from Powerf- 
■ ^ court 5 but neither the lame dowager, 
the cautious , fox-hunter, the C[iticifing 
fedy, nor even the intimate friends of 
Cfcr^ldine, could tell why. 

The 
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The ftatc of affairs, both at the paric 

and at fir William's, foon underwent 

ia furprifing revolution. .The; lovely 

Gcraldine, with.fteps odce^more light 

-as the wood-nyiiiph's, flew to commu- 

-nicate to her dear Lucy the intciligence 
which her fparkling eyes, and the fmilcs 
that played afound her fafcinatirig face> 
„had already anticipated. Lprd Mon- 
itcith had renewed his addrcflcs in the 
moft paflionatc but refpedful rernasi 
and fir William, contrafting fuch ftrong 
attachment with Henry's cold rcfufal, 
had declared, that as his own plans 
were fruftrated, he fhould have no 
longer any objedipn to his lordlhip, 
provided fome peculiar conditions were 
granted, with which Montcith joyfully 
complied. " Felicitate me, Lucy," added 
Mifs Powcrfcourt, " upon the happy 
'* change in my fituation. I fcorn the 
« mcM affeftation of keeping a ge- 

^* nerou& 



** neroas heart in fufpenfe. I have 
« owned to my father, that I regr^ed 
<' his rqeaion df lord Mont^ith. Nfty/* 
added fhe^ leaning her blulhing fa^e 
on Mife Evans's ffioulder, *« I have ^o«- 
** (tiled that my affefttons are irrpvoca- 
*^ bly fixed upon the moft conftant^ the 
^^ moft generous of men/* 

I will truft that the aftive imagina- 
tions of my readers will delineate ^1 
the fccnes of joyotis congratulatit^h, 
courtihip, and preparation, which intef*- 
vened between fir William's acttptaftce 
t)f lord Monteith*s offers, and the rtupw 
tial folemnity j and will only premife^ 
that, as the principal figures on the can*, 
vafs were people of etevated rank and 
deeply in love, the execution Ikould be 
mafterly. An enamoured tarl muft 
certainly exprefs his fcntiment^ in more 
dignified periods than an cnamoutcci 
vifcount i and if this obfervatiOn be ex- 

tended 
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tended throi^h all the « {privileged or- 

ders>*' my prudence in flirinking frofti 
the hazardous attempt of recording the 
lo&ier flights of heroic love is Worthy 
of fome credits particularly in thefe 
iMcs^ when every novelift permits his 
plain Williams and Richards to ftddrefs 
their miftreffes in terms that woufd for- 
merly have been allowed only to an 
Archduke or a Ctiunt PalatitiCj, Except 
indeed the hero was a profcffed Iknight- 
errant) to whom the uft of extravagant 
hyperbole has belonged from time im- 
memorial. 

Let it then be fuppofed, that -after 
the noble lover had many times repeated 
his injunftions to Phcebus to " gallop 
apace his fiery-footed ftceds,'* and had 
chided creeping Time fornot " feeding 
on the lagging hours/* the aufpicious 
morning at laft arrived^ and the lovely 
pair, attended by many of the neigh- 

7 bouring 
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bouring gentry/ and a numerous ca^ 
vatcade, compofed of fir WilHam's te- 
nants^ proceeded to the parifh churchy 

where Mr, Evans joined their hands, 
amid the acclamations of hundreds, 
ivhom the unrefined but liberal hd^^ 

tality of the worthy baronet had aflfem- 
bled on this joyful occafion. 

Though female delicacy would gladly . 

have cfcaped the oppreffivc (late of 

« 

public celebration, yet Gcraldine was 
determined not to oppofe her Father's 
known prcdileftion for "all tjiofc anti* 
quated cuftoms which were derived from 
the feudal barons, whom ht gloried in 
imitating. Gratified in the objeA of 
her choice, lady Montcith prefided with 
vnaSedted fweetnefs and polifhed grace 
at thofe feftal entertainments by which 
fir William ftrove to difFufe on all around 
him the overflowing fatisfadtion of his 

own heart. 

I (halt 
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I Ihall here perhaps be afkcd, how his 
general diflike to lofds and love-matches, 
his plans in favour of Henry, and his 
wilhcs to perpetuate his own name and 
family, could be fo foon forgotten. This 
laft objection is anfwered by obfcrving, 
that a claufe in the marriage-fetrlemcnt 
Tecured the inheritonce of fir William's 
fortune to the fecond fon of this mar- 
riage, who was exprefsly enjoined to 
receive the name of his maternal grand- 
father; or, in cafe of no fecond fon, 
the eldeft daughter was to convey the 
Powerfcourt honours to her hufband, 
A difpofition like fir William's, though 
prone to purfuc a favourite fpeculation 
with eagernefs, will not renounce every 
future good, becaufe its primary wifh 
has proved impradicable, but will 
fpeedily return to that harmonized tran- 
quillity which befl accords with its na-* 
turul feelings. When the doating fa- 
ther 
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ther faw-that lord Monteith beheld His 
Gcraldine with nearly the fame idolizing 
preference as he did himfclf, he forgot 
that he w^s a peer, and he almofl: be- 
came a convef t to the opin^ion, that a 
love-match was welf enough now and 
then. 

Befide the claufe already mentioned, 
the deed of fcttlemcnt contained another 
of a very extraordinary nature. It was, 
Aat Oft kdy Momtcith's futeeeding to 

htt ihhdritantt, two thoufand pootids 
af-^year Ihotild W fokly apprtpnatetl ttt 
hcfi thtit is to fay, not merely^ the in- 
tottte, but the abfolute power of giving 
6r bequeathing it to whomfofcVer flie 
diofe. Lord Montcith's lawyer dated 
this demand to be extremely advcrfe to 
the interefts of his noble client, whofc 
^horle fortune t^as entailed Upon the 
Jflue of this marriage J and even fir 
William thought that his dear girl was 

a little 
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a little unaccountable, in aiking for a 
power injurious to the intcrcfts of her 
own children. The lady, however, 
perfifted in the requeft^ which was in- 
deed the only one fhe urged ; and the 

. matter being referred to lord Monteith, 
he, with lover-like complacency, infifted 
that all oppofition oft the part of his 

, counfel fhould be immediately with- 
drawn. 

« 

It was alfo ftipulatedy that fir Wil- 
liam fhould be gratified with the com^ 
pany of his daughter and Ion* in-law 
for three months every year at Powcrf- 
court. The good baronet, on pro- 
' poling this condition, explained the mo- 
tives to lord Monteith: « I do not 
" doubt, my lord, but that as you will 
" foon have a pretty large cpncern in 
*' thefc parts, you will be anxious to 
'* get acquainted with the neighbour- 
" hood, and to know the charadlers of 

" your 
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your dependants. I am now, my 
lord, very old, and every thing muft 
f ' foon be yours and Geraldine's. It 
gives me plcafurc to think that I (hall 
leave, you a fet of upright worthy tc- 
" nants i and I truft you will aft a fa- 
** ther's part by them, as I and my an- 
*' ceftors always have done. I will in- 
*' troducc thern all to you before you 
** leave us. Poor fouls 1 they have been 
" ufcd to have their landlords live 
<* among them on free and fociablc 
*' terms, and it will grieve them not 
*^ to fee the chimnies of Powerfcourt 
** fmoke as they ufed to do. However, 
** I (ball not expedt that your lordfhip 
** can live here more than four montis 
•*' in the year when it comes to be your 
^' own ; I know you have a feat in Par- 
«* liament, and when very particular 
** bufinefs is going on, you muft cer- 
^^ tainly be in London i for the affairs of 

" the 
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** the narion arc of more confcquencc 
*^ than the intcrcfts of fifty or fixty 
** country yeomen. You have a very 
*' fine caftle too of your own near Loch 
^« Lomond, falling quite to decay, I 
^^ hear, your anceftors having neglefted 
** it for fevcral years. That is a fad pity, 
" I think : doubtlcfs, my lord, you will 
** wifh to go down there and fit it up 
** again. Geraldine will be very happy 
«* to affift you in beautifying it, and 
" making it a comfortable rcfidence/* 

It will not be very furprifing that 
fome local rcfkftions fhould induce fir 
William to lay a particular ftrefs on the 
word comfortable. Lord Monteith, dart- 
ing from a reverie, exclaimed, " O, un- 
" doubtcdly !" Sir William, who dif- 
covered that he had been totally abfent 
during his whole harangue, perceiving 
the object which had fixed his attention, 

fmikd. 
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fmik4j and forgave him. Nor will my 
readers be inexorable> when I tell them 
th^t the obje6t was the beaupful Geral- 
dinei who, with her ** loofc hair fJoat- 
|ng in the wind," unconfcious that flie 
attraded any obfcrvation, fwept the 
foft firings of her harp in a neigh- 
bouring alcove, and chaunted, with 
her melodious voice, the following 
air : 

Coxne» Cupid, with ambroital flowersj 
Reared in thy own IdaHan bowers. 

My ngptial wreath adorn ; 
Here let the purple fiin'ranth bloom, 
Mix'd with the lily'a.ch^e pcrfanic, ' 

And a rofe without thorn. 

O! hade, each clafficTymbolchoofe, 
The laurel facred to the Mufe 

Of elegance and tafle ; 
With thefc t^hy Mother's myrtle bind. 
Bed emblem of a placid mind. 

With gifts perennial grac'd ! 

Id© 
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I do not a& thy froUc hi,nd 
To weave the perifhable band 

That fades on fafhion's broiv ; 
Afy conAant foul x tie requiref , 
firm as the virtue which iaffif eA ' 

And dignifies iny vow. 

Give me the mild perfuafive art. 
Which holds the captivated heart 

In unregretted toils ; 
Shed thy own luftre o'er my face. 
When beauty mourns each ravi(hM grace. 

And youth no longei' fmiles. 

Perplexing doubts my. bofom tear ; 
Oh I let me fan with veflal care 

The Hymeneal fire ; 
Guard it from paffion's wild extreme. 
And bid its falutary beam 

With life alone expire • ! 

Having 



• Mrs. Prudentia is very forry that fhe has not 
abfolutely conformed to the opinion of the Re- 
viewers, who beftowed fuch liberal praifc upon 
her profe, by entirely banifhing the vagrant Mufe. 
She has a moii unkcky knack of '< hitching into 

rhyme;" 
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Having now gradually led my readers 
to that point where 1 at firft rather 
abruptly introduced them, I (hall ea- 
deavour to proceed ftrait forward during 
the remainder of my narrative. 



rhyme ;" and when the bantlings are prodaced, 
ihe had rather that they ftuck on the top (helf of 
a book-cafe, than that they fhould be immediately 
committed to the flames. With regard to their 
advice of publiihbg her poetical produdiions fe- 
parately, ihe can only anfwer, that (he has re- 
peatedly made the unfortanate experiment. Her 
bookfellers all agree in one fentimentj '« Poetry 
will not go off." 
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CHAP. XII. 

As hiimorous as Winter, andas fu(S4en 
As flaws congealed in the fpring of day* 
His temper, therefore, muft be well obfervM* 
Chide hrm for faults, but do it reverently. 

S»AK£SPMit£* 

Lord Mowteith was one 'of thofe 
common charaders which the world 
every day produces, and which a very 
little penetration will cafily unravel. 
His abilities were not confpicuous, and 
bis application to the improvement of 
them had been as great as a' rich heir, 
early become his own matter, ufually 
bcftows. He poflefled a great deal of 
g<)od temper, and that open-hearted 
eafy generofity which always fucceeds 
in fccuring general good opinion. His 
paflions were naturally very ftrongi and 
never having been taught the neceffity 

VOL. !• K of 
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of rcftraining them, they were increafed 
by continual gratification, till they fome* 
what refcmblcd the impetuous torrent. 
Nature iotended hirti to be humane and 
beneBcent i but a negle<ft of difoiplinc 
and conftant indulgence had introduced 
an indolent fclfiflincfs. Yet ftill, if a 
good deed required no great exertion, 
or if an objeft in diftrefs luckily pre- 
fcnted itfelf at a moment when he was 
difengagcd from any favourite purfuit, 
he would not only ihew anoble liberality, 
but alfo enjoyed a nobk pleafure from 
the benevolent deed. 

A character like lord Monteith's ra^ 
ther fitted its poffcflbr to follow others, 
than to be a leader. Unhappily for 
him, his birth and fortune obtruded 
him into notice, and placed him in fitu* 
ations to which his natural talents were 
unequal. Th€ fplendor of his rank 
and his reputed munificence furrounded 

hipi 
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him with parafitesi and the impe- 
tuofity of his temper prevented him 
from having any directing friend. Lord 
W., at whofe hou/e he lately refided, 
was a man of the world, very folicitous 
that his noWe gueft fliould form a pro- 
per matrimonial conneftion; but extend- 
ing the idea of propriety 'no farther than 
to the fortune, the family, or perhaps 
the perfonal graces of the lady j and 
though the young earl, during his pa- 
roxyfms of love, added to thcfc allure- 
ments every angelic quality, he did not 
accurately define what thofe angelic 
qualities really were. Such was the 
man whom the purblind god, in one 
of his . capricious moments, felefted to 
be the hufband of the beautiful, ani- 
mated, intelligent Geraldinc Powcrf- 
couft; whofe feelings cxquifitely fuf- 
ceptible, had been accuftomed to the 
regular tenor of gentle manners, uni- 

K a form 
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form confident goodnefs, and every fond 
'ifidtilgence and mild endearment thit 
parental tendernefs could beftow. 

The fentiments with which the young 
couple approached the altar of Hymen 
were as diffimilar as their characters. 
The bridegroom thought no further of 
the awful ceremony, than as it was the 
means of putting him in pofTefllon of an 
elegant and beautiful woman, upori 
whofe account he had felt a great deal 
of uneafinefs. He fuppofed that this 
event would of courfe greatly incrcafe 
his (lock of happinefs ; but as to any 
abridgment of his former pleafures, or 
any fcrious duties impofcd by the cha- 
raftcr of a hulband, he had nof'the leaft 
idea of fuch difagrceable reftriftions. 
He was, indeed, firmly of opinion, that 
iiaclination would in future ftrohgly at- 
tach him to home, and that he ihoutd 
find the fociety of his beloved '* a per- 
petual 
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petual fountain of domcftic fwcetsj" 
but (hould that expectation be difap- 
pointed,. (and feme of his married friends 
had complained that they had been 
taken-in on a fimilar occafion,) would 
^ny body pretend to fay that he had no 
right to make himfclf as comfortable as 
was in his power ? He had already a 
finef houfe^ elegant carriages, and a nu- 
merous rctimic ; he was very feldom ac 
home, to be fure, btit he believed that 
the houfekeeper and the fteward went 
on very well; and (hould he (which was 
jbarcely poflible) find no more attrac- 
tions in his awn fire- fide when graced 
l>y the prefence of a charming wifoj he 
iaw nothing in the marriage ceremony 
which forbade his making himfelf happy 
clfewhere. 

The more corrcft principles and re- 
find imagination of lady Monteitk 
taught her to confider the man whom 

K 3 ffic 
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ihc vowed to love, honoyr, and obey, 
as the partner of all her joys and for- 
rows, the lord of her deftiny, the guar- 
dian of her charafter, and the guide of 
her conduA. Confcious that death 
alone could di Solve the folemn bond 
into which flic had juft entered, her 
tnort anxious wifhes were pointed to one 
end, that of being for €ver amiable iii 
her hulband's eyes. She determined to 
ftudy his difpofition with the moft afE* 
duous cArc, to comply with his pecu- 
liarities, and by imperceptible, beca^ 
gentle means, gradually to infpite that 
delicacy of tafte and fentiment which 
even her partial judgment difcovered i^ 
be wahting in his charadten Had her 
obfervations been more profound, fli&de 
after ftiade muft have appeared j yet, 
perhaps, had flie even feen the whole 
portrait in its true colours, her ftrong 
predileftion, and the fanguine hopes 

which 
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which inexperienced youth (and I muft 
add youthful vanity too) had tempted 
her to hrtti of being able to make a 
complete pevolurion in his charafter^ 
would have encouraged her to attempt 
the hazardous experiment. She never 
reflefted, that the tender indulgence to 
which (He had been accuftomed mull: 
.tender the perpcttaal renunciation o£ 
her own defires a painful talk ; nor was 
sber experience fufficient to teach feer^ 
that the refinements which flie meant t^ 
HUrodpcej like delicate exotics^ could 
wily fioUfifli in a congenial foil. 

The firit inftance that the btidegroon^ 
gav^ of that habitual relf-indulgence> 
and difregard to the wifhes of others,, 
which might be &id to be the predomi^ 
nant feature in his mind^ was an impa- 
tience to leave Powerfcourt long before 
fir William bad fini,(hed half his plans of 
fcftal glee. His lordlhip had,^ with vi- 

K.4. fibl» 
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fiblc ennui, endured the tcdioufneft 
of a public dayi and given fuch balf- 
civil anfwers to the exclamation of 
•* I heartily wilh you joy, my lord l** 
which burft upon him from every 
quarter, as to excite a doubt in the 
congratulators, whether he really was 
or was' not glad that he was mar* 
tied. At dinner, he was only amuied. 
by dbferving the indifcriminating appe- 
tites of country gentlemen ; and when 
the cloth was removed, as he found 
'kimfelf the objefl: of general attention, 
he determined to give no vexatious prc^ 
ference ; and therefore confining all coa« 
Xideration to his own reveries, he con- 
tinued drawing lines upon the table with 
the madeira or claret, and proceeded 
no further in the way of difcourfe than 
by a hum or a fmile. While his right- 
hand neighbour was defcribing the bed: 
method of improving land» bis left ex* 

plained 



« 
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^ined the advantages of inland navi^ 
gation^ and the gentleoian oppofite ad- 
dreiled to him a long narrative expla- 
natory of the difEculties attending a law-* 
fuit which had been*^ awarded to him at 
the laft Caernarvon affizes. Their 
imnner was verbofe, and they talked all 
together : his lordftiip, therefore, con- 
cluded that they faid nothing, worthy of 
attention^, and that the chagrin* he felt 
arafe from the want of fuperior fociety. 
. He feizcd the firft opportunity of with*^ 
drawing from the compauy to the 
countefe's drcffingTroonl> and on enter- 
ing flung himfelf upon, a fofa, with, fo 
loud a yawn as to alarm her ladyftiip 
and Mifs Evans with fcrious apprehen* 
lions that he was taken ill. " Are not 
**^ yjouwcll ?" exclaimed the former with 
tender anxiety. ** It is. impoffible to 
i ** be well among fuch boors," returned 

I. bis lordlhip. " I have becja talk'd-at 

K5 *^all. 
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^'ail the afcernoQiii and cannot ferihy 
«* foul remeniber one itng^e feii^nce 
<^ that lias been uftei^d. I am deter* 
^' mined to go to London the firft op« 
" portunity: living here three months 
^' would be the deadi of me, I proteft, 
** my charming Geraldine^ that you put 
« me .in mind of a rofe growing in the 
*^ middle of a wilderncfs." 

Lady Montcich could fcarcely enjoy a 
compliment which conveyed fuch ftrong 
contempt for what flie had ever -been 
accuftomcd to view with affcdionate re* 
gard. She fmothered a fighj and af- 
fumed a faint fmile. But the fmile and 
the figh were alike difregarded. Her 
iord*s attention was now engroflcd by a 
favourite fpanicl i with that he amufed 
himfelf for sl few moments, and then 
dropped afleep upon the fofa. 

Another incident a few days after this 

difplaycd his humour in a ftill ftronger 

... light. 
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light. Sir Ralph and lady Morgan fcnt 
an invitation in form, requcfting the 
honour of the bride and bridegroomV 
xompany at their feat to a dinner and^a 
ball given in honour of their nuptials^ 
The invitation was written on an ele- 
gant card, decorated by her ladyfhip^Sv 

own pencil with Lilliputian Cup^s light- 
ing tlwir tiny torches* Twenty ycatts 
ago the Morgans were people in higfc 
•lifei and even the gaUant Monteith 
would not then have bluJhed to ha^e 
appeared at her lady/hip's partie$>r 
but twenty years are fufficient to ahni- 
hilate mighry empires, and muft un^ 
queftionably caufc great revolutions in a 
•private family. Juil before hrs affairs 
were irretrievable,. fir Ralph difcovercd, 
that to be one of the very firfl: people is 
a preliminary ftep to becoming nobody j. 
and his lady rcflefled on the danger of 
coquetry and diflipation before the la(t 

K.6. felfc 
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falft ftep had entirely ruined her charac« 
ter. They had fufficient good fenfe to 
refolve on mutual amendment; plans 
of retirement and ceconomy were im- 
mediately adopted^ and regular perfcvec- 
ance. in thefe falutary meafures had 
enabled them to refume their old family 

^lender a little before lady Monteith's 
marriage. Certainly at this period nO'- 
body knew the Morgans ; and her lady- 
Slip's knowledge of the fa(bionabIe 
world was fo antedated^ that the very 
card (kt intended fliould announce her 
indifputable claim to fuperior elegance^ 
convinced lord Montekh that flie mud 
be a mere fal-lal^ and that the vific 
would prove a bore : as a natural conf> 
lequence^ he determined not to go. 

On the day appointed^ the counteis^ 
attired in all her bridal fplendor, in com- 
pliment to her father's old friend^ waited 
for her lord's approach to. lead hex to 

her 
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her chariot. Her lord appeared in his 
morning dt(habille> and in a half-whifper 
announced his refolution not to go. 
" I hate ftate vifits/* faid he, "and I 
never could endure counxry balk in aU 
my life."—" Rut this/' returned the 
countefs> railing her pleading eyes, "^ is ab- 
" folutely given in compliment to us/'— * 
" Never mind, never mind/' continued 
hislordIhip> hurrying her to the carriage» 
and at the fame time holding a handker^ 
chief to his mouth ; " You can make 
'^ an apology* You fee I have got 9 
"terrible tooth-ach; upon my foul, I 
^ would not go for a thouiand pounds* 
" Come, your father waits j. you will 
" be too late." At thefe words he 
lifted her into the chaife, and then, with 
the voice of one in extreme pain, exr 
claimed, " Bcft compliments— forry I 
« can't do myfelf the honour— make 

"haftc. 



%0$ A TAW OT TKE TIMIS^ 

** hafte, my love j if you are too late, I 
« (hall be mifcrablc." 

Lady Montekh had now, for the firft 
time in her life, the painful taflc of apo- 
logizing for what (he conceived to be a 
moral impropriety in the conduft of a 
pcrfon whom flie tenderly loved. Uti" 
ufed to difguife/ fhe faltered in her 
excufes, which, indeed, fcemed rather 
to make the affair vfotfc than to im- 
prove it. She found every thing at 
the Morgans in ftate array ; the enter- 
tainment was conducted with great de- 
corum J and nothing but the lamented 
abfence of lord Monceith feemed to 
Tender deficient the eclat of the fcene. 
To compenfate for the bridegroom's 
rudenefs, the bride thought it her duty 
to exert herfclf with greater afliduity y 
but' her attentions^ were ungraceful, her 
wit forced, and her laughter artificial.. 
After having endured a moft irkfome 

evenings 
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^vening^ (he returned home> and found 
that th« noble invalid had completely 
bani(hed his tooth-ach and his chagrin^ 
hy witneffing the amufements of an als« 
face. 

Lady Monteich liftencd with fccming 
intereft to the ludicrous accidents to 
which ruftic competition had given rife^ 
and then ventured upon a gentle ex*- 
poftulatibn on his abfenting himfelf 
from a fcene which muft have afforded 
him fupcrjor pleafure. Her defcription 
of the entertainment and the company 
made his lordfhip a convert to her opi- 
nion> and^ unfolicited^ he fet off the 
nexc morning to the Morgans^ to make 
a perfonal apology for his ajbfcnce. Hfi 
found them fo unexpededly agreeable^ 
.that on a fli^t invitation he fpent the- 
(day with them, and returned home, not 
^{hamed of his own caprice, but vexed 
that he had miiTed the pJcafknicfi: party 

that 
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that had occurred fince his refidence ia 
Cacrnarvonlhire. Not that he was-any 
way to blame ; his earlieft r^colleftion did 
not furnifli him with one inftance of his 
having afted wrong ; the fault lay cnt- 
tirtly in the unlucky Cupids and the 
painted card. 

The fesfon of the year of which I am 
-now treating' was May, a period when 
the country holds out m plcafures only 
to the ftudious, the induftriouj, and the 
contentedw It is of all times the moil 
infipid to the (portfmnn, who, being 
deprived of all chance of breaking his 
neck or blowing out his brainSj is obliged 
to hurry up to town to avoid the pucri»- 
lity of gathering primrofes, and liftemng 
tp the cawing of rooks. Lord Mon^ 
leith' bad already found his nuptial feli*- 
city Icfs perfcd than his expectations 
had conceived; but this, for the rea*» 
ions I hav« above ftated,. could not be 

from^ 
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from any error in his own behaviour, or 
any impropriety in his oWn judgment : 
nor did it proceed from the imperfe£lions 
of his adorable Geraldine, who proved 
to be the angelic creature he had before 
fuppofed her : it was all owing to the 
odious country, to fir William's odd 
ways, and to the f waddling people whom 
he fuffered to vifit him. In London, ht 
ihould uadoubtedly enjoy the expedted 
paradife i there his lovely girl muft at^ 
tra£b univerikl admiration ; he fhould 
breathe another air, enjoy a different 
foclety, receive the congratulations of 
all his own friends $ in ihort, he muft 
fct off'for town immediately. 
. When, with many polite expreffions 
of regret for being obliged to (horten 
his vifit at Powerfcourt, lord Monteith 
firft acquainted fir William with the he- 
ceffity of his going up to town, the latter 
difco^cred great furprife that he ihould 

choofe 
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choole to go to that difagreeable place 
juft when parliament was fo near break-^ 
ing up) and that there was no more na-» 
tional bufincfs of importance to fettle^ 
^* This/' faid he, « fccms to be the 
**.vei;y time that you fhould take a 
*' crip to Scotland, to examine the plans^ 
^ of your arcbitedls, to fet them to 
*< work, and to get the foil fmooth and- 
f * ready to plant 4iext autumn. % am^ 
^ afraid, tny lord, you are not- natu-^ 
^^ fa^y fond of a ^30«>ntry liky but it is^ 
»' only bccaufe you have neve? ,beca 
<^ ufed to It. Ge( acquasMed with your 
^< ne^bpursi eoi>(ider tbe intereft: 
'' which you have in the fcents arouiid 
«' you ^ f enaember how nauck good f ou> 
^^ may do in a ipot where you reign 
^^ like a litde king, compared to what 
^' you can do in London, and you will 
<< foon be as fond of Monteith as I aof^ 
«' of Powcrfcourt.** 

The 
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The manner in which fir William 
uttered thefc cxpreffions was too much 
marked, by dignified ' benevolence to 
admit of ridicule ; and the unfortunate 
lord would ^have been compelled to give 
up his London journey from the mer« 
want of arguments to defend its expe- 
diency, had not accident favoured him 
With a cQnvtnient reafon for putting his 
^effgris in execution, which even fir 
William allowed to be indiiputable. 



fft 
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CHAP. xiir,. 

So mourn'd the dame of £]>bcfbs her love. 

SHAKfiSPEAMfr 

On the marriage of lord Montcith, an 
exprcfs was difpatchcd to Kinloch caftle^^ 
to inform lady Arabella Macdonald and 
lady MadclinaFrazcr of the joyful event. 
The mcffenger on bis arrival found' th? 
caftle attired in the moft fombrous weeds 
of woe, owing to the death of its c/?^- 
^le mafter> fii? Simon. Frazei", w^o, 
after having exifted for feveral years in. 
a date of complete inanity>. expired at 
the patrnancbal age of ninety-two, to the 
great grief of his inconfolable confort. 

As lady Madelitia was too much ab- 
ibrbed in woe publicly to take an aflive 
part in the concerns of the family, the 
difpatches were opened by lady Arabella^ 

wKo 
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who aded as mlftrefs during the (cclu« 
fion of her aunt. She read her brother's 
account of his marriage to the mod ex- 
cellent and beautiful of women,' and, 
after caftlng a fide glance at the chim- 
ncy-glafswhich !efle<5led her own figure, 
Ihe proceeded to open a letter from her 
new filler, which cxprcflTed a hope that 
the endearing tie of fri'^ndfhip would 
foon be added to that of kindred ; but 
what appeared to the reader to be the 
moft fignificant part of the epiftle was 
that where lady Monteith added a prefl!*- 
ing invitadon to their houfc in London, 
and an aflTurance that (he fhould rejoice 
in the opportunity of cxerring all he*r 
abilities to promote thchappinefs of any 
of her lord's friends. 

The general etiquette of Kihloch 
caftle had eftablilh a rule of decorum 
which extended to the moft trivial oc- 
currcnces. Every motion was to be 

grave 
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grave and confequential ; and a run 
could only be juftificd by one wing of 
the houfc being on fire, or by the ap- 
pearance of an enemy on the coaft.. So 
ftria were thefe injundtions, that lady 
Madelina herfelf could not difpenfe with 
them even upon the afFcfting incident of 
fir Simon's death i for, » on being in- 
formed, that if Ihe wiflied to fee him 
alive fhe muft come immediately, fhe 
rofe with her ufual majcfty, and, throw- 
ing Jier train into its proper graceful 
folds> moved with flow and (lately ileps 
to the door of the apartment, where flie 
found, to her deep regret, that fhe was 
come too late ; a circumftance the more 
to be lamented, as he went off in a fit, 
and had nobody with him but his old 
valet, who was lame with the rheu- 
na^dfm<r Thefe pbfcrvations will more 
clearly point out the grofs impropriety 
' of iady Arabella'^ condu(^, who with a 

joyful 
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joyful cjcclamation of " O ! my brother 
'^ is married; and I will go to Lon-^ 
" don," fct off full fpccd to her aunt's 
apartment. 

The forrows of that lady, though of 
too deep a cafl to admit more than one 
narrow ftripe of daylight, were not fo 
wholly fublime^ as not to require now 
and then a few adventitious fupports. 
The room in which fir Simon lay in 
ftate was contiguous to her own. She 
vifited it every day, and was moft fedu* 
loufly exa£t in having the emblazon^ 
ment completed in the higheft ftyle of 
heraldry. In a remote country, wJierc 
few events occur to excite the attention 
of the curious, a feudal laird lying in 
date in his own caflJe was an agreeable 
novelty » a^nd as the rclift was notaverfe 
to the exhibition, fir Simon became a 
much more interefting objcd after be 
was dead, than ever he had been when 

alive. 
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alive. All who faw, by repeating what 
they had feen, excited the attention of 
others. Mutes were (landing all the 
way up the ftairs -, all the ftate apart- 
ments were hung with black ; tapers as 
big as men ; plumes of feathers as large 
as thofe of Otranto^ and efcutcheons 
and atchievements, were placed at every 
corner. Several of the lady-vifitants, 
after having ften all tbefe aftonilhing 
things, pleaded the rights of friendfhip, 
and entreated that their ftrong dcfire of 
combating lady Madelina's extreme grief 
might wave the rules of etiquette^ and, 
after a little reluftancc, they were ad- 
mitted into her apartment. She gene- 
rally fainted upon receiving company, 
though Jometimesy if (he found herfelf 
cxhaufted, (he only exhibited a flood of 
tears, and called upon the dear (hade 
of her lamented lord. They generally 
rcafoned her into a ftate of calmnefi 

IS and 
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ind rcfigriation ; and fometimesy if the 
vilitants were Frazers and only the 
wives or daughters of younger brothers, 
they fat down to a confolatory pool at 
quadrille. But even here her ladyftifp's 
lcntimenta| tenderftefs was vifible ; for 
Ifee could only be brought to- play at 
that game from a recolledion " that 
'^^ poor dear fir Simon, when he was 
*^ quite himfclf, was remarkably partial 
" to holding a lone-hand.'* ' 

It was at fuch a time, and when lady 
Madclina was engaged with fuch a party, 
that lady Arabella, forgetting her uncle'sl 
death and her aunt*s melancholy, rufh^d 
into the room, health on her cheek, 
joy in her eye, and the Monteith packet 
in her hand, calling out rather too 
loudly, ** My brother is married to a 
N ^^ Mifs Powerfcourt, ahd has afked mc 
"to come to London*" The afFeft- 
ing word married flung poor lady Ma- 

VOL. I. L- delina 
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delina into hyilerics, to which indeed 
the fudden entrance and loud excla* 
mation had prcvioufly contributed. On 
her recovery another fourcc of ansc- 
iety was darted* Who were the Pow- 
crfcourts ? What Alliances had they 
formed ? Had any body ever heard of 
the family before? Luckily, a very ikil- 
£ul gcnealogift was prefcnr, whofe in- 
.formation entirely obviated all anxiety 
upon the fcorc of degradation 3 and her 
ladyfhip became tolerably compofed. It 
was now declared to be the univerfal 
opinion, that (he had indulged her me- 
lancholy quite long enough ; that no- 
thing was fo good for bad fpirits as a 
journey i and that it would be quite 
kind and condefcending in her to pay a 
vifit to the young couple^ Her lady- 
fhip for fome time ftrongly refiftcd the 
propofal J protefted that her intentions 
were foon to follow fir Simon, whofe 

ghoft 
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ghoft (ttt was Aire ftill waited for her, 
and to die upon the very fpot which 
contiained his facred rjemains. It feemed 
to be doubtful to the lady-comfortcrsj 
whether fir Simon had not had enough 
of his lady's company, for they denied th<: 
fa6t about the ghoil -, and at lad con* 
vinced her, that it was exceedingly wick- 
ed in a perfon of her age to talk of dy« 
ing. After much difFufe argument, it 
was agreed that the interment fhould 
take place a fortnight fooner than was 
intended; and that when the efcutcheons 
and atchievcments had been properly 
arranged, lady Madelina and her niece 
Ihould prepare for their London jour- 
ney. The latter clofed the converfation • 
by obferving, that thefe were the ohly 
agreeable founds (he had heard fince her 
arrival in Scotland. 

While lady Arabella fpeeded the joy-- 
ous preparation, and indulged all the 

L 2 hopes 
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topes of future plea&res and triumphs 
v^hich youthful confidence, aided by 
her early jecollcftion, could fupply, lady 
Monteith took leave of Powcrfcourt 
with far different fentiments. The one, 
Averting her eyes from the dcteftcd walls 
of Kinloch with an ardent wifli never 
more to behold what (he called a bury- 
ing place for the living, could only bfe 
intcrefled by fubjefts remotely con- 
neftcd with dear, dear London: the 
fetter vifited every fpot which the amufe- 
ments of her youth had endeared, and 
took leave of every acquaintance, da- 
fneftic, and friend, with the foft regret 
of remembered kindnefs. Next to thofe 
ientiments which her ever- revered and 
beloved father excited, her fcparation 
from the Evans's called forth the moft 
lively emotions. It.was at firft her in- 
tention to have rcqueftcd that Lucy 
might accompany her to town \ but, had 

not 
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not the propofcd vifit of her lord's re- 
lations induced her to poftpone that 
defire till fhe could have been fully at 
liberty to enjoy the unreftrained plea- 
fure of her focicty, the indifpofition of 
Mrs, Evans would have' fruftrated the 
fchcme. That excellent woman was now 
confined to her chamber by the increafe 
of a diforder under which fhe had la- 
boured (ox many years; and though 
her fituation by no means excluded 
hope, her tender domeftic daughter 
could feldom Ileal an hour from the 
pleafingly painful tafk of attending her> 
to breathe her fond wiflies and fonder 
adieus to that dearefl: friend from whom 
fhe was now for the firft time in her life 
going to be feparatcd, ^ 



^3 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Lighter t^an air, Hope's fummcr- vifion^ die. 
If but a fleeting clmid obfcuFe the Iky i 
If but a beam of fober Reafun play, 
Lo, Fancy's fairy froft-woik melts away ! 
But can the wiles of art, the grafp of power, 
Snatch the rich: relics of a weil-fpent hour ? 

Pleasures of Memoey; 

The young countcfs, waving every- 
form of ftatc which might have proved ' 
inconvenient in a fick famify, walked 
down to the parfonage, to bid farewell 
to her maternal friend, as Ihe conftantly 
'ftyled the refpeftablefufFerer. She came 
juft'at the time when Mrs. Evans was 
going to rife, ^and, claiming admi^ttancc 
with the privilege of long-eftablifhed in^ 
timacy, employed herfclf in airing the 
good lady's (hawl j while Lucy was - 
bufily engaged in affifting her mother 

to 
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to drefi, and in fixing her cafy chair in 
a proper fituation. Mrs. Evans looked 
at her noble gueft with a tender fmile. 
" I perceive, my deareft lady Montcith/^ 
faid fhe, " that there is no alteration in 
'< your charafter. Your goodnefs and 
^ amiable vivacity has fuffered no dt- 
•* minution from the rcfervc of rank 
" or the etiquette of dignity 5 and fee 
** the efFcft it has upon us. We can 
" confider you in no other light than 
** that of our old friends I admit you 
" to a fick chamber, and treat you with 
** a little groaning, while Lucy finds 
** you fome employment, as if you 
** were ftill the playful Geraldinc whom 
•^ I had ufed alternately to correft and 
" idolize. Do you remember dreffing 
*' my' cat in a blue jacket and trowfcrs, 
** teaching it to walk upright, and pro- 
" tcfting that it was the very image of 
'* your coufin Henry j and afterwards, 

L 4 «' when 
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*^ when you faw him crying at the com- 
*' parifon, giving him tht new gold 
watch your father had juft bought 
you^ by way of confolation ?*' 

. ^' I have many 'unatoned fins to arh* 
'' fwer for to Henry Powerfeourt,'* feid 
lady Monteith gravely, ** worfe than 
tearing his beft Yirgil to paper my 
baby-houfe, or caufing the deftru£lioa 
of his pUifter of Paris bufts by di?ef-^ 
fing thtm in high crowned hats and 
** hooped petticoats to frighten the 
" houfe- maids. I have bkfttd his fairefl: 
*' profpefts j but I hav« not forgot that 
^' I owe him an indelible debt of gratU 
*' tude. I have juft received from him 
^Van afFeding congratulation. He 
" writes in a difpirited ftylc, and cotn* 
" plains of a low fever j but his wiihe& 
." for my happinefs are breathed in fuch 
^« a ftrong and afFcdionate manner^ 
" that while I. read his letter I felt— I 

<* know 
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^ krtow ftot what I felt, unkfs it was a 
** wlA that i had the power of making 
" him as happy as he dcfcrvcs^^' 

During lady Montcith's fpeech^ Mifs 
Evans was employed in mixiing her mo- 
ther's medieirtc. Her hands appeared 
to tremble,, fhc dtoppcd the cup, and, 
while apologiatitig for her awkwardnefs^ 
bufft into tears. ^ Your clofe confine- 
** metit makes you nervous, my lovc,*^ 
laid' Mr^. Evans. <^ Go iftto the gar-* 
^ den, and water your Httl* nurflings ;, 
^ your friend will chat with me while 
you are gone ; and I felt fo eafy this 
morning,, that I intended: to omit the 
^ dhught.?* 

tiucy inft'antly obeyed. Her mo- 
ther's eyes followed her to the door;' 
they were then lifted to Heaven, as if 
enforcing a filcnt ejaculation, and finally 
fettled upon lady Monteith with a look 
of fupplicating earneftnefs. 

L 5 Silence 
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Silence enibed for a few moinentSy 

iT^hich Mrs. Evans heficadngly kiter- 

Tupted : *« Till you are a mother^ my 

*' dear, tnadam, (^faid fee,) you cannot 

*' know the full force of i mother'^ 

" fears. Mine, perhaps,, arc exagge- 

" rated by my prefcnt wcaknefi, . It 

** ftrikes me, that my dear girl's dc- 

** jeftion is even greater than my in-- 

** dilpofition, or your leaving us, could 

" juftify. While 1 have any hopes of 

^ xecovcry^ I conceive myfelf obliged ta 

" avoid awakening her ftrong apprehen* 

" fions upon my account i and I believe 

" flie is not aware that my preient ill* 

«« nefs is attended with fymptomsofa 

«* more fcrious nature than appeared in 

" any former attack. If my conftitu- 

." tion (hould prove weaker than my 

" difcafe/' continued fhe> with a ftili 

more faltering voice, " I feall leave 

" her to the protection of one of the 

• ^' bcft 
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' ... 

«♦ bcft of fathers ; but men cannot lb 
^ well penetrate into the female heart,' 
^* they cannot treat our little peculiar!- 
" tics fo delicately as one^ of olir own 
**fcx. It would lighten my mind of 
^ many cares could I difcover whether 
L^my child has any fecret unhappinefsi 
even if it Ihould prove fuch as I coul^ 
not remove; I could at leaft," wiping 
the tear that would no lOTigcr be fiip* 
prefled, " give her a mother's laft Icgacj^* 
" of advice and confolation,*' 

Lady Monteith underftood' thit^ ap^- 
peal, and prevented^ further inquiryby- 
immediately r^eplyiog^, «~ You think,. 
"perhaps, that my deareft: Lu©y may 
<* have entrufted me with forac fecrets 
**^ which fhe has not revealed to you ; bur 
«5 1 do affure yOu>,,if her innocent heart 
"ever formed; any wifli or attachment' 
" with which you arc unacquainted, her 
"dclicacj^ would prevent her from- 

L.6 "giving 
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V giving me the confidence which (he- 
** denied toher juftly venerated mother., 
*' It is only frpm ,fuch incidents as have 
"juft occurred^ . that I have gained a. 
*' tranfitpry infight refpefting what paffcs> 
f ' in her iBwd i and perhaps my late ex- 
'^ perience osay have made me an accu^ 
•* rate ohfcrver/' 

** Do yon mezBh her behaiviour on. 

V dropping my medicine ^" inquired 
Mrs, Evans t ** I &w nothing in that,i. 
*^ except that Ibe was diipirited anct 
<* agitated/' 

" You forget then/* obferved thift: 
countels,.^* that Henry Powerfcourt was, 
** the fubjeft of our converfation/*^ 

, A thoufand circumftances crowded at 
this inftant into Mrs. Evanses mind>; 

■ 

which confirmed the fagacicy of her la- 
dyfliip's inference i byt though the ac- 
knowledged merit of the objeft fcffcned 
tjie pain of the difcoveryv the tender 

mother 
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mother could not, \nthoutapprchcnfivc 
terror, be convinced, that love had 
^ paled the rofes oa her daughter's^ 
check/' 

** I know of no one,**'iaid fhe, **tO 
•' whom I could with greater confidfence 
'^ entruft my darling's bappine&; yet 
^ fo many crois accidents occur to bhft 
**^ our £iireft fchemesy that I own I 
^ wifti her heart had proved left fof- 
*' ceptible. Ido^ however, hope that 
^^ (he is not. a. volunteer in herafll^dbns,. 
^f You caB) my dear lady Monteith^ 
^ pardon my folidtude ^ but can yoa 
« tell me whether Henry entertains re- 
^ ciprocal fentiments ?/' 

Hfcr ladyfhip appeared embarraflcd by 
An inquiry. « I. think," faid flie>. 
** at prefcnt— I' mean— I can hardly 
« explain myfelf— Henry is too much 
^ attached to his ftudies and retire^ 
M menti but I hope his chagrin— 

^ I meaa 
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" I mean his habits o£ fecliifion'will 
« wear ofF. His fituatioiii has bcerv 
<^ very peculiar. It ha& hardly given * 
«<^ fair play to his affedions.. I truft he 
« will very foon be made independent; 
« I know he poilefles great fenfibility, 
" and I am perfuaded that when his 
** circumftances are perfcftlyeafy, when 
« he feels that he is his. own mafter, if 
«*^ opportunities for frequent ,intepviews 
<:* flaould occur, our Lucy's mild excel- 
^' lencies muft ftrike him in the moft 
V forcible manner, I know her gene- 
^ ral cj^^raaer has attrafted his warm: " 
" approbation-'* 

Another tear dole from Mrs, Evans's 
eyes. " I fee," faid (he, " my poor 
*« girl has woven a net which will fa- 
*« tally entangle her peace of mind during 
*' the happicft hours of youth/* 
. ** Nb," faid lady Montcitfr, with 
energy j "if my friendfhip can. br«ak 

" this 
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^« thi$ fatal wieb, my Lucy Ihall never 
« be unhappy» Nothing m ' my power 
* ^' ihall be omitted to forward the union 
>^ of two hearty that feem formed in the 
^^ fame mould. But if Henry^ contrary 
"to my expedtaiions,. ihould nerer 
."fhew that parUality for ray fweet 
" friend whick her exceUehce defei^ves, 
*^even Henry is not worthy of her, 
" and I will' affift I^r; naturally ftrbhg 
'^ ienfe and refined delicacy, in conquer- 
" ing an ill-placed attachtn^nt. I will 
M keep her fecret with religious care : 
^I will feize the firll opportunity to 
^< have the dear girl with me ; I will 
•* endeavour to. fathom Henry's heart, 
^ and, without oftentatdous eagernefs, 
^* will fet her merits as ftrongly in his 
" view as propriety and decorum will 
V admit. If all (hould fail of the de- 
« fired ciFcd, (he never fliall be. left to 

e 

*< mufe over hec griefs ia~iblitude. I 

«wiU 






^< win dtnuTe aiadconfole htr, nor fiiatl 
*<fliie ever feci ia fon-ow which it is lA- 
" my power to remove/* 

Mrs« Evans tha^k^d th6 coumefs for 
thefe generous intentk>ns> yet figbed at 
the fear q£ thair being ii^r^^cablel 
The return of h«r daughter ncceflar ily 
>gaye a check tatbe eonverfation, which 
now turned to the fubjiidt of lady Mon- 
lteith'4 ex|>ea^d vifitants. Her lori 
had pointed out to her the &igularities 
of lady M^delina^ character ; but his 
only .obfervation on hii fifter was^ that 
file was the prettieft creature he had 
cvcriccn, and that fee flottered up and 
4own the caftle like a bird in a cage* 
*^i cxpeft/' faid GeraMittey "'that! 
« ihall be much caprivated by the fair 
" reclufe, whofe behaviour at returning 
*^ into the world after a long eftrange- 
^ ment muft be exceedingly intereftln^ 
** and natural. My lord has- hfer pic- 

" turc. 
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" ture. It exhibits loveltnefs perfoni- 
" ficd 5 but it was drawn previous to 
" her leaving England j the charadler of 
" the girl therefore is moft predominant. 
<* ] fhould name it untaught nature.'* 
^ *• And what traits,'* inquired Mrs» 
Evans, " do you fuppofe have been 
« added by her refidcnce in the wilds of 
" Scotland ?" 

*' O, an infinitucfe 1" replied the ani- 
mated Geraldine, amnions to . divert 
Lucy's dcjedian, which the morning 
cxercife had not quite removed. « As 
^« Lady Madefina was uncommonly fe- 
•^▼cre, hcT pupii muft be the cflfence 
^ of complying fweietncis. As fee was 
** illiberal, proud^ and refcrved,— gewtld 
«* Candour, yielding humility, and frank 
*' gencrofity, muft mark the mind of a 
^ young- woman , who has had fo many 
" opportunities of obfcrving the oppo- 
<* fite odious faults/' 

"Da 



234 A TALE OF THE TIMES. 

** Do young wointn always obfcrve 
"faults, andfhunthofc they difcovcr ?'* 
demanded Mrs. Evans. 

' " No — only a gifted few, and prin- 
" cipally my Lucy and mylclf. I fee, 
*' my dear Mrs. Evans, you are going, 
"as ufual, to cenfure my propenfity 
** for determining charaders from a mere 
"outline, and condemning or admiring 
^' in the grofs. I have often laboured 
** hard to convince you, that this fa- 
" culty is one of the peculiar gifts of 
nature* and that though j.ou muft 
judge from experience and confidcra*- 
" tion, / may dww as clear inferences 
" from an intuitive art of gucffing; 
^^ Ah I I fee you ftill fhakc your head 
** increduloufly 5 but Lucy Ihall be my 
" evidence.. Do not I find out people 
" wonderfully foon, Lucy ? Am not I , 
" completely miftrefs of their charaftera 
** and propenfitics before you can hav« 

" adjufted 
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" ^djufted the prapricty of their hcad- 

" drcfs ?" 

Lucy with a fmilc acknowledged hct 

friend's fupcrior quicknefs ; but added, 

" You forget one little circumftancc. 

" It has frequently coft you the trouble 

." of a walk to the parfonage to fay, 
O Lucy ! I was quite wrong in my 
opinion of Mr. or Mrs. Such-a-one. 

" I hope you have not mentioned what 

" I thought of them.'*. 

** Yau are the fevereft fatirift that t 
** know," faid her lady (hip j^'but upon 
'' this occafion I am fure I fhall never 
*' plead guilty. You and Arabella fhall 
'".meet.; and if you once pronounce 
♦* IDC right, your dear mother will be 
>* cafily led to think me in future in- 
*« fallible. But," continued ihe^ glanc- 
ing her eye upon her watch, with a 
painful confcibufnofs that the moment 

of feparation was ne^fa ^^ I tave a fk- 

« Yout 
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*' vour to afk* i know that yoii and Mr- 
*' Evans obj(?6l to the introducing this 
*' dear girl to fcencs above »hct fortune ; 
** I know too that yoa are tenacious of 
her valuable fociety 5 yet remember 
our early endearments, and l|>iare heir 
to me jas foon ajs the engagemertts into 
•* which I am now thrown will permit 
" me to claimhcr,'* ftirs. Evans, with 
a dcjedcd look, anfwered that her fa- 
ther (hould decide* 

" I^ady Moncetch Mt the figniificainefc of 
l;lus a^wer^ and e&f^40ed'. ^ ,feA& &( 
it by dropping a^tetr.upottlbfes; Evams'^ 

m 

hand^ which flie ai that moment preC<^d 
to her lips, ^^ I>ear,. jamiablQ, ibcond 
^< daughter,'* faid the gopd womafif^ 
* ' my ciDKious wi&es, my fbndeft afec- 
** tions, 'follow you into that thorny 
<' and intricate f^(h whioh you are now 
<< going to tread* I inukrftand enough 
«^ of the grpat worJkl: ta fcfl&w, that a 

•^ cha-^ 



u 



A TALE Or THB T1M£^ ^^7 

** character like yours muft attract ob- 
^ fervatioflB, illibcrality, and envy. Your 
** dcfire to plcafe will be called vanity ; 
*^ your fprightlinefs, kvity 5 your fine * 
*' accoftipliihments, an invidious affeft* 
" ation of fuperiority* Through this> 
" dangerous trial, remember, innocence 
alone will not fupport you, and fen*- 
fibility will betray you. Keep in 
mind my oft- repeated maxims, that 
'^ no human charafler can be per*** 
^ fed):, and that it is dangerous to our 
** peace to contemplate with too fteady 
" an eye the failings of thofe with whom 
** we arc intimately connefted.*' 

** I will remember all you fay to me, 
•* and all I have laid to you>*' rcfumed 
the amiable bride. ** I will frankly 
'* own, that my inexperienced heart 
'^ flutters ^t the idea of the pleafures , 
f * and the diftinftions which await me. 
*^ I fhallhave many trials, perhaps many 

« cnc- 
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«« enemies ; but where fhall I find frlendtf 
•* to whom I may fo fafcly difclofe air 
« my heart, as I do to my dear Mrs.' 
** Evans and to my Lucy ?" 

«' Make your hu(band your friond ,- 
«< endeavour to gain his confidence,' 
'* and beware of forming dangerous in- 
*' timacies, unfanftioned by experience,' 
'* which may tend to leflen your at- 
^ tachment to him* Strive to exalt the 
** preference your charms have exdti^d 
*' into firm eftccm ; and if you fliould 
** not at firft fucceed, or not fo com- 
^< pletely as you wi(h, do not fink into 
** dejedion. Remember, time will over- 
** come every difficulty, and patience will 
** fofcen every forrow,'* 

Mifs Evans, wJio had left the room 
during the preceding fpcech, now haftily 
re-entered. " I have brought you,'* faid 
(he, "my ever dear Gcraldine, one other 
•'little keep-fake-" Lady Monteith 

14 opening 
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opening the paper, found a purfc, which 
flie remembered her friend had beea 
anxious to finifh with the mod perfe6b 
neatnefs. 

**I cannot take it," replied the 
'* coqntefs ; ** 1 know that when you 
*' netted it, you faid you meant it for 
** Henry Powerfcourt.'* 

" He wants none of my purlcs 5 you 
*' fliall have it, for you will value it 
« moft.^ 

" But if you have promifcd it, my 
*' love,'' ^bfervcd Mrs, Evans. 

** No — he never knew my intention, 
" and never flialK" 

" He is infinitely more careful of his 
" valuables than I am," refumed the 
countefs, mingling a fmile with her tears; 
" You have given me fo many nice 
<' things already, and I am fuch a ran* 
" dom creature — if I fliould lofe it"— 

" Though 
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"Though you are going to be very 
^f happy, I am certain you would not 
^ lofc my prcfcnt without fincere pain* 
*« You will never forget me, Geraldine ; 
^ you will often write to me ; and if I 
♦* fhould not be punftual in my replies, 
" you will never call it neglcfl:." The 
friends wept a moment iti each other's 
arm j lady Monteith*s eyes afked her 
Lucy to accompany her part of the way 
to the manor-houfe ; but as the latter 
made no offer of that kind, flie forbore to 
name her requeft. Once more Ihe re- 
peated her. afliirances of inviolable re* 
gard, and they parted. 

I have gratified my own tafte by en- 
tering into a dif!\ife defcriptionofthis 
interview. Perhaps it was in no way 
more extraordinary than common life 
often ia8x)rds. They who, difdaining 
the foftcr touches of the mental pencil, 
pnly enjoy .the bold dcfign which 

(ketches 
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fkctches the wildcft ftorm of the paf- 
fions, where the fun of reafon never 
beams, and where difcretibn never con- 
trols the raging elements,' will pafs 
over the uninterefting page that de- 
fcribes attachment without caprice, de* 
jedlion ftruggling with a fenfe of pro- 
priety, and fimplicity afFefting a dif- 
guife which he x:annot fupport. Such 
readers will not join in the refleftions* 
of lady Montcith, wHo, Teviewlrig,^ du- 
ring her folitary walk home, lier friend's 
behaviour, and rightly afcribing her 
unwillingnefs to accompany her to » 
fear of being led to difcuf& a fubjedt 
to which ihe mc^s unequal, exclaimed, 
" Dear, artlefs, amiable girl ! Where 
" (hall I find another Lucy ?" 

Early the* next morning the Mon- 
tciths fet off for London. At parting 
with his daughter,' fir William difco** 
vcred the^dcep yet firm regret of difin-i 

VOL. I. M tereftcd 
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tcreftcd afFcdion. " I ftiall mifs you 
'^ very much, my dear love,*' faid he ; 
'^ but ic is for your good^ fo I {hall not 
«* complain. I muft look for apiufe- 
"mcnttoyour letters now, inftead of 
«' your pretty prattle* Don't be caft 
<^ down, child ; for I (hall not be dull 
** if you arc happy." The tender 
Geraldine could only anf^er with her 
tears. 

At this inftant Mr. Evans, ,who had 
been from home the preceding morn- 
mg, interrupted the- family party by his 
chara&eriftic adieus. " I truft, my dear 
U lady, you arc going to make many 
<^ hearts happy ; you will leave many 
«< aching ones behind you here.'* Then 
turning to lord Monteith, whofe bofom 
glowed with fentiments which Nature 
meant he fhould have been better ac- 
quainted with, ** Providence," faid the 
good xn^n with patriarchal fimplicity, 

'' has 
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*^has intruded you, my lord, with a 
*' rich jewel. Wear it at your heart/* 

*« That I will," replied the young 
ear], (haking him cordially by the hand ; 
** and for the fhare you had in giving 
*^ it to me, remember, when I am 
'^ prime minifter, you ihall be aroh« 
** biftiop of Canterbury." A fuddcn 
glow of pleafure brightened tlie general 
dejeftion. Sir William, enjoying the 
tribute to his daughter's worth, thus has- 
tily extorted from her lord, more than 
he would have done a (ludied compli* 
ment, tenderly prefled his ibn-in-law's 
hand, and led his drooping daughter 
to the chariot. The carriages drove 
ofF.^ London, and its round of plea- 
fures, foon regained pofleflion of his 
lordlhip's mind, unaccuftomed to , the 
finer emotions; while his lady's eyes 
oft turned xo 'take another view of 
Powerfcourt. " Farewell," faid (he to 
hcrfclf, " ye dear fcenes of my youth- 

M 2 " ful 
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" ful pleafurcs. Farewell to the home 
" and the protedion of the be ft of fa- 
" thers ! I enter upon an untried, aitd, 
" if I may truft to the experience of 
"others, a perplexing vvorld. Will 
*f the hufband of my choice, . the future 
"matter of my defliny, treat me with- 
" fuch uniform tendernefs as my in- 

" dulgent parent did ? Will he guide 
" my inexperienced fteps, like my dear 
** Mrs. Evans ? or, may I unbofom to 
" him my inmoft foul, as I did to tny 
*^ fympathifing Lucy ? -^h ! could ! 
^ but be fure that I (hall return in a 
" few months fatisfied With my own 
V lot, find my dear father unchanged 
in ^health and fpirits, Mts. Evans 
well, .and my Liicy happy !" A tear 
obfcured her radiant eyes, when my 
lord roufcd her from her reverie, by 
telling her the number .of miles they 
were from London, 
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CHAP., XV. 

Come then, the colours and the ground prepare ! 
Dip in the rainbow, trick her off in air, 
Choofe a firm claud before it fall^ and in it 
Catchy ere (he glance^ the Cynthia of the minute. 

Pope. 



ONtheclofe of the firft day*s journey 
lady Monteith accidentally inquired how 
far they were from Oxford. " Admira- 
" bly recoUefled !'* cried his lordihip; 
" I have always intended to go there, 
«' and never could find time. We will 
" take it in our way to London." 

" Don't you recoiled," faid the 
countefs, " that by the laft accounts 
<* from Scotland our friends intend to be 
" in town before the end of this week ?'* 

" O 1 we (hall run all over Oxford 
" in a day or two. Bcfidc, fuppofc 

M 3 " they 
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«' they do get to Portland-place before 
*' us, my boufekceper is the civilcft, 
" beft-brcd creature you ever faw, infi- 
" nitely fuperior to the myrmidons near 
" Kinloch-caftle. She will make them 
'* very fine courtefies, and they will 
" glide about and get over their firft 
" wonder before we reach town/* 

*^ But will that be perfedlly refpeft- 
" ful and accommodating ?" 

" My dear Geraldine, if you take 
'' fo much pains to accommodate other 
*' people, they will foon give you a 
^* furfeit of courtefy. My good aunt 
'' in particular ; (he has had her own 
** way years enough 5 and for fear flic 
** Ihould take up any idea of managing 
*[ me, I fliall Ihew her at firft that I 
5' mean to pleafe myfclf, and never care 
'' what fljc or the world think about 

it; 

The 
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The excurfion to Oxford being now 
as irrevocably fixed as the ancient laws 
of the Medcs and Pcrfians, lady Mon- 
teith privately difpatched her own fcrvant 
to town with the beft apology her invcn7 
tion could frame to her expefted guefts* 

On entering the feat of the Mufes, 

-~-** Mother of arts 
*' And eloquence, native to famous wits, 
** Or hoipitable, inherf^veetrecefsj 
" Cityorfuburban^fludtouswalksandfiiades;** 

the counteik felt a refined pleafure> un*- 
interrupted by any painful recoUedionSj 
till her lord, as he hurried her from the 
Theatre to the RatclifFe Library, fud- 
denly exclaimed, *' Have you not fome 
" curiofity of your own to exhibit at 
'« Oxford,-— a quondam lover ? Howyou 
<* blufli, you little tyrant ! I muft fee 
" him. — I once intended to cut the 
" fellow's throat; but J am quite in 
«' charity with him now. Whdrc is 

M 4 " he ? 
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*' he ? we will have him with us at the 
*' hotel this evening." 

"Indeed, my lard/' ftammercd lady 
Monteith, " I am afraid he cannot 
" come. He is very ill," 

" 111 !— O ! then we will go and fee 
« him. What college does he belong 
" to ?— Comcj we can go to his rooms 
« fitft." 

*^Not vdthout fonw previous ho- 
" tice," faid the countefs. " His 
*' complaint is on his fpirits^ and we 
" fhall only agitate him. It is alow 
" fever.*' 

" A low fever !'* replied his lordfliip 
with a loud laugh. «« A ftrong love-fit 
" you mean. You fpiritcd him ofF 
" very cleverly, Geraldine, and juft in 
•' time to fave his life j for I had writ- 
** ten a challenge for him. I wonder, 
" by the bye, why you came to refufe 
" him J for he muft be one of your 

" own 
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" own accommodating fort of people, 
" to give up a charming girl to a ftr^n- 
" ger, and afterwards fall Cck about 
" her himfelf. We will have him ; 
" the fight of you, and a bottle.or two 
" of claret, will cure hislow fever.".* 

" You are all in the wrong/' replied 
lady Monteith, who could fcareely fum-» 
mon fufEcient fpirics to parry this at-» 
tack J "but. all your manoeuvres ftiail 
*' not make me- gratify your curiofity 
"by explaining, this enigma* I will 
" write to Henry, and aflc him to give 
" us the meeting 5 but pray, rcmem* 
" ber, that he really is unwell, and alfo 
" naturally timid and refcrved. Sparc 
«' your raillery therefore; for, though 
" you will be wide of the mark, his 
" fenfibility is fo acute, , that it may 
" give him pain." » 

Lord Monteith, with truth, declared 
that he never defigned to give any pnb 

M 5 uneafineis. 
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uneafineis. On returning to the inn 
her ladyikip difpatched the following 
letter : 

" ToHbnry Powerscourt, Efq. 

*' It is impoflfible to pafs through 
*• Oxford without feeling a folicitudc 
•* for the health of my valuable friend ; 
" and if it be fufEciently reftored to 
*' bear the exertion^ your company this 
*' evening would afford me peculiar 
" plcafure. Lord Monteith joins anxi- 
•* oufly inthis'wifh. His impatience 

*' to be introduced to one, on whpfe 
<^ merits he has often heard my father 
^' expatiate, would have carried him to 

*• your apartments j but I doubted how 
<« far you might be able to bear his 
^* vifit# Come to us, my dear Henry, 
•* if you poffibly can j perhaps my 
*' lord's playful vivacity may enliven 
«« you. To fee you well and happy is 

« the 
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«« the only addition now wanting to the 
." felicity of ' 

^« Your ever-faithful 

*' and grateful friend, 

*« Geraldine Monteith," 

The fcrvant who Carried this epiftlc 
returned with the intfcllrgence that the 
gentleman had been very ill, and was 
gone for change of air to fome friend*s 
houfe a few miles in the country i but 
that hi^ fcrvant happened to come to 
his lodgings to inquire for meffagcs juft: 
as he was there ; and that he had giveii 
him the letter to carry to his mafrerr 
** How far was. his friend's houfe froiii 
"Oxford ?" The fcrvant could not tell. 
<< Did he know the name of the gen<» 
«< tleman at whofe houfe he wa$ ?" No. 
'* Nor the name of the place ?" Still 
a negktive^'' Blockhead V'^bat I fhaU 
^mic the epithets by which tny lord 

M 6 expreffed 
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cxprefled his fenfe of difappointment ; 
for though they conveyed to his terri- 
fied lady the idea of his being in a tow- 
ering p^fHon^ habit made them pafs trip- 
pingly ' from his tongue without any 
confcioufnefs of having uttered them. 
While lady Monf^ith therefore, pale and 
trembling, reflefted upon the uniform 
fuavity of her father*s manners, a turn 
or two acrofs the room fct the earl to 
rights again, who, advancing to her 
with a fmilc which pcrfcdly became 
liim> begged the favour of her, as 
he had loft the diverfion of quizzing 
a chum, to amufe him with a game at 
piqoet. 

, No other incident worth recording 
occurred during the remainder of their 
journey to London. On their arrival at 
their town refidence, .a number offer- 
>anta ranged tbemielves on each fide 
the entraiice to welcome their approach* 

Though 
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Though Montcith' had not beftowed 
much trouble in facriBcing to the 
Graces, he poffefled all the natural ele- 
gance of a Belvidcre Apollo. He pre- 
fcnted their new miftrcfs with a look of 
benevolent freedom, which his features 
were particularly calculated to exprcfs j 
and he told them, that (he was come to 
make them all as happy and as good 
as herfelf. The countefs's heart felt 
agreeably elated. She caft a benignant 
glance around, and advancing to the 
houfckeeper, who ftood at the head of 
the female party, after an affurance of 
general good- will to all, (he preffcd her 
hand wkh that graceful affability- .which 
was concomitant to all her a&ions ; when 
the words *' Lady Madelina'' inftantly 
changed the fcede% 

Her ladyfhip was indeed advancing 
in propria per/bna, bridling with .ftifF 
dignity> readisrod yet more ftubborn by 

3 * afino- 
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a fmothered (enfe of afFront. She con- 
gratulated her nephew in terms folemnly 
fententious, and then bent her knees 
to the bride with the overftraincd low- 
linefs of proud humility. Montcith, 
though he knew his aunt's charafter, 
felt thunderftruck ; and the timidity 
which her ladylhip's drefs, figure, and 
manner excited, annihilated all the 
polifhed elegance of Geraldine. The 
parties, therefore, flood like what the 
fportfmen call hounds at a fault, till 
lady Madelina waved her hand for her 
niece to go up ftairs firfts which the 
latter declining, the former wheeled 
round, and, in the fame confequential 
manner, reafcended to the drawing-room* 
Lord Monteith, as he followed in the 
procefiion, muttered to himielf, " No ! 
•« this will never do/* 

The ceremony of being properly fixed 
ia their chairs took iip fome m^utes i 

and 
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and after three introduftory hems, Gc- 
raldine ventured to try the found of 
her own voice by expreffing her regret 
that they were not in town at the time 
of lady Madelina's arrival ; the only 
anfwer to which apology was a majeftiq 
bend. Again the young countcfs made 
an effort' at converlation, by hoping 
that her ladylhip's health had not fuf* 
fered froni the fatigue of her long jour-^ 
ney; another bend, and a negative^ wa$ 
the anfwer. *' Silence again reigned 
unrivalled queen,'* till her empire was 
terminated by the entrance of her fworn 
enemy lady Arabella, who, . having 
given the finifhing arrangement to her 
drefs, fwam into the room to ecliple 
her new After . in thoie qualities of wit 
and beauty for which Qxc had heard 
flie was diftinguilhedf and certainly, 
if feature alone could denominate the 
latter, and volubi}!^ the former^ tbe 

fair 
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fair Geraldine muft have hidher.dimi* 
niftied fplendour. 

Nature, who had beftowcd upon the 
carl of Montcith the ftriking advan- 
tages of a fine figure and an agreeable 
-countenance, had been ftill more boun- 
tiful to his lifter, whofe face and per- 
fon had all the regular lovelinefs which 
the vaineft mother could ever defire for 
a darling daughter. Thefc fuperior ar- 
tradlions appeared in her earlieft years; 
and as the fyflem of policy purfued by 
the houfe of Macdonald did not add 
any lucrative temptations to the charms 
of their females, this rare bounty of 
nature was treafured with the moft un- 
remitting care, as a fure means of fecur- 
ing an honourable eftablifhment* The 
plan of her education cohfifted in 
avoiding whatever was bad for the cyts, 
Ijidd for the ihape, and bad for the com- 
plexion i and in acquiring whatever was 

per*^ 
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perfcftly elegant and fuitable for a young 
lady of the firft fafhion. 

I have already mentioned the mourn- 
ful incidents which in her fcventeenth 
year banilhed the lovely Arabella from 
London^ and confined her. within the 
fccluded walls of Kinloch. The fame 
event put a ftop. to her improvements 
and her plcafurcs. The confined edur 
cation of her prefcnt proteftrcfs, l^dy 
Madeltna^ had not even paced the nar-^ 
row cirde of female accompliftments; 
and her obfervations had been wholly 
limited to the neighbourhood where her 
k>cal pre-eminence allowed her to reign 
undifputed fbvereigp. No wonder, thcre^ 
fore, that ihe conceived her niece to 
be a miracle of erudition, bccaufe "flic 
could fpcak French with tolerable volu- 
bility ; or that her jejune . performances 
in mufic and painting ihould meet with 
unbounded celebrity among the vifitants 

at 
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at the cattle, where few underftood, 
and none dared to cenfure. But, ex* 
clufive of the pleafure which even grofs 
adulation beftowed, the three years 
which ihe fpent in Scotland formed one 
continued period o( naortifkation and 
regret* -— . 

Lady Madelina's recolleflion of thofe 
early difficulties which had at laft in- 
fluenced her to reward fir^Sknon's long 
and generous attachment, determined 
her to refcue her niece from fimilav 
trials by adopdng her for her heirefs to 
thofe ample pc^fllons which her ux> 
orioQs hufband had alienated ftom his^ 
own family. But ii|>on becoming ptir^ 
fonally acquainted' with her, and find- 
ing that ail the beauty and all the vir^ 
tues of the race from old Donald to 
the prefcnt limes were centered in the 
peerlefs Arabella, fht grew paflTionatel}? 
food of her, or rather blindly partial to 

what 
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what (he fancied the fummit of all hu- 
man excellence. To bani(h her chagrin, 
and to weaken, reciprocal attachment, 
(he treated her with unbounded indul- , 
genccj bur as indulgence always defeats 
its aim, it neither made the young lady 
grateful nor happy. On the contrary, 
(he grew every day more capricious, 
vain, and wretched. She could not love 
or refped a perfon who neither checked 
her faults nor ftrengthened her virtues. 
She ibon learned the art of turning her 
aunt's weakneis to hen own advantages 
and confidered the favours fhe received 
as a tribute rather than an obligation. 
Without one fenflble friend to enlighten 
her judgment, without one correA model 
by which to form her charaifler, (he 
miftook affedation for elegance, and 
faftidioufnefs for delicacy. 

Nor did her drflike of retirement pro- 
ceed from a relifh for poli(hed fociety 

and 
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and refined pleafures. She only thought 
that the power of her charms was IK- 
mited to too narrow a fphere j and fhc 
wiftiedi like the fair Phaeton of the laft 
age, to " obtain the chariot for a day, 
that ** fhe might let the world on fire. 
( Though an invitation to London had 
at firft infpired a heartfelt compla- 
cency for her new Gfter, her reported 
graces had foon obliterated that idea, 
and ingrafted in its ftead the baneful 
germ of envy. Had the lovely Geral- 
<]ine entertained fimilar ideas, their firft 
interview might rather have been called 
the battle of the beauties, than an at-* 
tempt to conciliate fifterly affe(5tion and 
reciprocal regard. 

Proteus, the poets tell us, could 
affume a thoufand refemblances j. but> 
whether he fcemed a lion or a fawn> 
he was Proteus ftill. Like him, lady 

Arabella could tack an infinitude of 

mode& 
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modes on her natural habit 5 but, whe- 
ther it was the manner of the dove or 
the magpie, (he was ilill at heart the 
vain, cold, felfiih Arabella* After ^ 
long confiiltation Ihq had deter mlned^ 
that the brilliant would be beft fuited 
to her intention of intimidating her 
rival i, and having arranged her drefsin 
a manner better adapted to the magnifi* 
cence of a court- ball than to thp eaf^ 
of a private party, fhe burft upon her 
aftonifhed filler- in-law, who in vain at- 
tempted to trace a remote xefcmblance 
of that artlefs wild fimplicity whjch hei; 
creative imagination had aiSigncd to th^ 
unknown " Highland laffie." 

The introdudory compliments were 
now difpatched in a manner diametri- 
cally the reverfe of the dry refer vc of 
the former converfation. Lady Arabella 
was in ccftafy. The carelefs fimplicity 
of the bride's travelling habit could not 

pretend 
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pretend to any competition with her 
own profufion of ornament -, and both 
the beauty and the vivacity of Geral- 
dine fuffered from the chagrin which 
the manners of her vifitors infpired. 
Confcious fuperiority always fpeaks in 
hyperbole. Arabella had been im- 
menfely tired with her journey, was 
rapturoufly delighted with her new re- 
lation> and infinitely folicitous that they 
might fooo become the (Irideft of 
friends. 

While ihe fpoke, her eye reverted to 
every objeft, except the fubjcft of her 
enthufiaflic admiration. Her aunt view- 
ed her with a complacency which the 
countefs thought her features could not 
poflibly have affumed, but which was 
fometimcs interrupted by obferving what 
efFcft this fparkling converfation had 
upon the Monteitbs; for, though it 
could not poffibly anfwer any end, lady 

Madelina 
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Madelina would have fek mortified if 
even her nephew did not acknowledge 
how infinitely his fiiter excelled his wife« 
Her obfcrvations that evening were li- 
mited to a fhort period : his lord(hip 
had bufinefs to tranfaft with his banker, 
which could not poffibly be delayed; 
and he foon left them> whifpering his 
lady, " Go to bed if you are tired of 
**th€m/' 

Geraldine did not conceive herfelf 
warranted to follow her lord'*s advice. 
She made fpme attempts to gain a fhare 
in the converfation ; but the playful 
wit and cafy fweetnefs which at PowerP 
court ** engrofled all hearts and charm- 
ed all eyes," had now loft all its 
power, and fhe funk quietly into the 
icis brilliant but ufeful charader of a 
hearers while her gucfts enumerated 
the old tides which might be revived in 
the houfe of Macdonald, and fettled 

the 
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the €xa£l place in which the reprefenta- 
tive of their honours ought to walk at 
the next coronation. 

* They feparated at an early hour. The 
young countefs did not find herfelf dif- 
pofed to flecp. Unaccuftomed as flic 
had been to contempt and to unkind- 
Bcfs, Powcrfcourt and the friends of 
her' youth ruflied. full upon her nrind. 

^ What/' faid flic to herfelf, "am I to 

* expeft from ftrangers, when thofe 

* with whom I have juft contraded the 
' tic of kindred are even ftudious to 
' fliew their diflike of me ?" To this 

reflcftion followed a fear, that her lord , 
would leave her, unproteded, to their 
pride and folly ; and the bitter; fe^rs 
which flie had hitherto reftrained cogrfcd 
each other down her cheek. 

• At that inftant lord Montcith entered. 
He had -met \*itha party of his old 
friends, who would felicitate him upon 

his 
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His nuptials^ and he was teturned home 
in a very joyous humour. ^* I iros 
^' very forry to leave you, my deareit 
^' GeraWJne,'* faid he 5 " I know it was 
*f rude and auk^ard to go out the firft 
^'evehiiig after you came home; but 
** it was not in the power of man «> 
^^^endure my confequential aunt, or the 
*« ridiculous autofliaton that Arabella has 
*^bccome. Did they get a little mor^ 
^^ tolerable after J left them ? Ha ! you 
** arc in tears— I Iwear hy heaven, that 
*^ if they have given you the Icaft 
J^ caufe for uneafinefi, they ihall both 
:^* leave ttiy 4K)ufe to-morrow momirig." 

Lady Monteith knew enough of the 
earl*s temper to be convinced that this 
threat wbuld be fulfilled. Heir prudence 
«not only determined her irtftantly to 
"avert froto hetfclf 'the dreadfill impxita- 
ilbnHof Viofet5Hg the hai-itiony of the 
family into t^ich* fhe was* adopted, 'but ft 
^'^voL* It N '. made 
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made her alfo rcfolvc to affumc the 
amiable charade r of a mediatrix if any 
contentions ftould in future ar ife. Hap* 
py in the hope that flic (hoyld every pre- 
fcrve her avowed pre-eminence in her 
lord's afieftions, her forrows feemed to 
diflipate like a morning mid, and ihe 
anfwered mth a fmile^ that (he had been 
wicked cnoi^h to be entertained with 
the eccentricities of the ftrangeris, which 
doubtlefs proceeded from too reclufe a 
mode of life, and would certainly be 
worn off by a little commerce with the 
world. **Ihave,'' continued flie> "enough 
^* to condemn myfclf for ;-^I have bcca 
" a pitted chiidy andj feeling your ab- 
<* fence this evening more than I oughtj 
" Powerfcourt returned to my memory. 
/* But do not reprove me. My heart* 
/* Monteith, is formed fox ftrong attach* 
<' ments. I I^ave preferred you to my 
^ father> houfe and my early friends; 
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'^ yet muft I ever * remember that fuch 
*^ things were,' and ' that they were moft 
" precious.' The young earl gazed at 
her with the tendered: regard, vowed 
eternal afFcftion, and for a moment 
wondered how he came to find out fuch 
an angel. 

But while the amiable Geraldine thus 
purfued her early dcfign of fecuring, 
meliorating, and correfting the heart of 
her lord, his noble relations were em- 
ployed in adding a little adventitious 
fuel to their own nativjc fire. The 
ftranger was arraigned (but not at the 
bar of juftice or candour), and found 
guilty of the following offences, which, 
as they were fupported by pofitivc evi- 
dence, could not afterwards be dilprov- 
cd: Firfl", fhe muft be nobody, not- 
withftanding Mrs. Archibald Frazer, of 
Annale, had affirmed that the Powerf- 
courts were a good family; for lady Mav 
delina had detcfted her in the very aft 

N 2 of 
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of ihaking hands with a fcrvantj befide, 
lady Montcith's terrified manner at firft 
feeing her, proved that (he had never 
been in company with a lady of quality 
before. Secondly, fhe ^yasno beauty; 
for fhe was not above the middle fizc, 
and her complexion no better than a 
brunette ; her features too had nothing 
of the Rubens' caft, and were totally 
diffimilar to all the firft-ratc toafts in 
the pidlure-gallery at Kinloch. Thirdly, 
fhe was no wits for fhe never tried at a 
repartee all thfc evening, and her expref- 
lions were as common as thofe of a 
houfe-maid. This degraded creature 
being no longer an objed of terror t;o 
lady Arabella, fhe rcfolved to try if fhe 
could not live upon good terms with 
her; and lady Madelina obferved, that as 
the ^rl feemed good-tempered, and had 
a large fortune, perhaps her nephew, who 
was but & thoughtlefs kind of a young 
man, could not have done much better. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Good humour only teacher charms to h(t, 
Still makes hew. conqneds, and maintains the paft| 
Love raifed on beauty will like that (decay. 
Our hearts may bear its (lender chain a day | 
As flowVy bands in wantonnefs are worn^ 
A morning^s plearure, and at evening torn | 
This binds in ties mort ufy, yet mor9 ftrgngt 
Tb« wiiling hi irt| in«l only holdi it long* 

Thb ceremony of congratulatory cards 
now commenced. It was followed by 
yifits from thofe ladies who wiflied to 
Ibrm a clofer intimacy> and by the intro* 
duflion of the bride and lady Arabella 
at court; The death of fir Simon, 
though now nearly banifiied byfubfe- 
quent events from the memory of his 
amiable reliC) was ftill too recent to al« 
low of her joining in thefe ceremonies* 

N 3 She 
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She could, therefore, only hear from 
Jady Arabella, what (he would rather 
have fcen, that the biidc was completely 
outdone upon every occafion. The fair 
narrator's laudable defign of making 
her aunt happy tempted her to fome 
fmall exaggerations. The Grecian mo- 
del of beauty, which the form and face 
of Geraldine refembled, was more con- 
fonant to the public tafte than ^he round 
vifage, uniform regularity of features, 
and auburn locks of the northern beauty. 
The figure of the latter was indeed more 
confpicuous j but being Icfs corredly. 
moulded by falhio£i> it feemed to yiel4 
in elegance to the poliftied fymmeiry of 
the ever-graceful countefs. The lily 
9od the rofc were rivalled by Arabella's 
complexion ; yet lilies and rofcs may be 
bought at Warren's, which by candle- 
light look almoft as well as nature ; but 
what cofmctic can beftow ,that *^ pure 

and 
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ifid eloquent blood" which fpoke in 
Gcraldlne's face, and might almoffi 
juftify the opinion of the poet, *^ that 
her body thought?" 

If from their perfons the obfervcr re- 
verted to the drcfs and manners of the 
fifter beauties, the palm indifputably. 
belonged to the countefs. In her fe- 
Icdlion of ornament the correftnefs of 
her tafte led her to rejeft what was 
exuberant and faperfluous j and by ftu- 
dying fbitablenefs rather than Iplendor, 
flic ever appeared with the graceful pro- 
priety of a woman of fafhions while 
lady Arabella was loft in the maze of 
taflfek and flounces/ The terms upon 
which fir Wiilram Powerfcourt lived 
with his neighbours were not calculated 
to infpirc his daughter's mind with any 
ideas of inherent fuperiority, * further 
than what her own merit juftified. His 
family pride w^s not of a hoftile cha- 

N 4 rader. 
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rafter. It rather taught him to refpcft 
himfelf, than to defpifc others. Edu- 
cated in the fpirit of benevolence and 
univerfal good-will, if any indications of 
latent vanity fometimes appeared to 
check the nobler growth of Geraldine^s 
Ibul, Mrs, Evans was ever at hand to 
eradicate the pernicious weed. The in* 
ternal principle^thus fecured, her native 
good fenfe and obfcrvation taught her 
to copy the exterior of politenefs from 
the beft models which her fituatioa 
afforded ; and on her entrance into the 
firft circles, (he only appeared to w«it 
a little familiarity with peculiar cuftojngi 
to realize in it$ fuUeft pcrfipftiOA th9 
character of a wcU-bred wo|nan. 

On the contrary, lady Arabella's 
conftant attempts to fhine annQunced 
the cfibrt, and miffed the cfFcdt. Hau-? 
teur could not command relpcft frorr> 

thofe who, equal qv fupcripr in rankj^ 

allowed 
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aUowed nothing to the dsims of a longer 
pedigree* Confcffcdly inferior to mof^ 
young ladies of her own ftation in ac- 
qvired graces^ the mere attraction of 
beauty^ though fbon felt^ was as foot^ 
forgotten. The flippant obfe r vatioh anct 
fevere Sircafm, which at Kiidoch-.caftle 
paired for eloquence and wit> coqld not 
endure the teft of more competent 
judges> who cannot relifli a foecr unlefi 
recommended by fbme other quality 
than mere malignity. When to thefe 
i^onfiderations is added the refleflion,^ 
that the world is generally more inclined 
to approve thofe who folicit their favour 
than thofe who command their attention,, 
it will not be wondered at> that general 
opinion loudly proclarmed lady Mon- 
teith a very charnung woman -r and that 
if ever the fikncc of polite refervc wasr ^ 
interrupted by repeated inquiries of 
•« What do you. think of lady Arabella 

N 5 ** Mac- 
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*' Macdonald ?" the moft candid anfwer 
generally rcccitrcd was, ** Nothing very 
" ftriking/' 

The Philofbpher who attempts to de- 
fcribe the fccret powers of nature will 
not expcft to trace the footfteps of the 
fovereign Queen '^ in crowded cities'* 
or " the bufy haunts of men,*^ but iir 
the fcqueftered glen or uncultivated 
mountain. The Moralift who, by a 
defcription of the human charafter, 
wifhcs to corrcdl the failings of the hu- 
man heart, will not place his fphcre of 
obfervation in thofe fcencs where fafliion 
prcfcribes a genteel uniformity of man- 
ners. The crowded rout, where every 
body is well-bred j the drawing-room, 
where every body is well dreffed ; the 
public brcaftfaft, where every body is 
lively i and the opera, where tvcry body 
is in ccftacies, may prove an author's 
intimacy with the great, world; but, 

however 
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however the reader may be dazzled by 
the glare of finery, the mind commonly 
complains of meagre entertainment. A 
few general obfervations will fuffice to 
defcribe the firft month of lady Mon- 
teith's acquaintance with fafhionable life. 
She trod the giddy maze pf diffipatioi^ 
with firm but graceful ftep. The voice 
of flattery, though foothing to her ear, 
excited no dangerous emotion. Hei? 
character retained its primitive virtues,- 
her heart remained faithful to the im- 
preflion which was now confecratcd by 
indelible ties, and her judgment con* 
tinucd to prefer the miW luftre of con- 
nubial happinefs to all the glare cff 
hthvotii and all the fafcination of plea* 
fure. 

The earl of Monteith ftiil continued 
to think his Gefaldine the mofl: perfcft 
of all human beings, and himfelf the 
mod fortunate man in the world; It 

N 6 was* 
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t?a$ iixtpoffiblc for him to think otbeiv 
wife > for aU his young friends declared 
him a happy fellow, and his courtly ac-« 
quaifitance pronounced bis kdy to Be 
ijic moft divine creature ever fccn. It 
vas aftonifhingi they faid, how ftfi 
could acquire fuch an air of high ton 
in her fecluded fituation ^ and ftill more 
IKFonderfuli that the r^fplendent fame of 
the fair reclufe had hot pervaded thq 
rural fhades by which fhe was furround<* 

cd« " Your tafte in beauty, my lord/' 
they added, ^' is perfectly accurate, and 
*^ the world is infinitely obliged to you 
*' for introducing this paragon to its 
** adoration." 

His lordfliip always went home in 
raptures from fuch conyerfatioa s but 
his lady was either gone out with a 
party, or the prcfenqe of his noble re* 
lations qualified his tranfports, and con-> 
vinced him that one angel cannot pro-^ 

tea 
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ttdi tht joys of the domeftic paraciife, if 
ipirits malign ovcr-le^ t|ie facred bc)o- 
fure. The hours int^nd^d to be de- 
yoted to the ende^Ving charities qfprir 
yate life were moft commpnly ufiirpe^ 
by high diipute and four contradiftion^ 
to which the ibftening ob&rrations pf 
the coumels could not always givie the 
air of fportivc raillery. Lady ArabeUa^j» 
pofitive refufal to attend a public break* 
faft given by one of her brother's greater 
intimates, and to .which he had: thought:- 
lefsly engaged his female inmates withr 
out previoufly confuljcing lady Madelina^ 
difconcerted the earl fo much, that he 
determined even to give up the plea- 
fqres of London^ and to betake himfelf to 
the wild fhores of Loch Lomond, rather 
than continue where he could not be 
mailer of his own a^oitt. To his loud 
complaints ag^inft feminine perverfenefs, 
his lady vainly attempted to oppofe her 

obferv- 
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obfervation, that though lady Arabella's 
Tcfufal to go had rather an air of per- 
tinacity, it merely reftriftcd her own 
conduft, and could by no means be 
conftrucd into an attempt to control his 
perfeft Irbertjr. The truth was, lord 
Monteith was as defirous of governing 
as his lifter was unwilling to obey ] and 
his querulous hatred of reftrrftibn led 
him to fcrutinizc every word, I00I5, 
and aftion, which feemed to mi- 
litate againft the wifdom of his dccifions 
-and the freedom of hrs conduft. Lady 
Arabella's refofel to go to the breakfaft: 
had been aggravated by fomc reflexions 
't)n the inviter's rudencfs in not return- 
ing her curtefy at Ranelagh 5 to which 
'kdy Madelina added, that a negled of 
politenefs was the true criterion by 
which a plebeian family might always be 
difcovered. His lordftiip fo bitterly re- 
iented this iarcafm> that^ regardlefs^ of 

the 
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the fair fame of the titled Macdonalcfe 
now committed to his charge, he re- 
folved to convince the world that peers 
of the realm may be as unpolite as com- 
moners; and though lady Madelinaand 
her niece talked of removing to a villa 
hear Richmond in about a i|Qnth, he 
determined not to endure the tempo- 
rary thraldom, but immediately to 
emancipate himfclf from their fetters, 
by fetting outforMonteith -, and, with the 
inconfiftency which frequently marked 
his charafter, he appointed the very 
morning fixed for his friend's public 
breakfaft for his own departure. 

Lady Monteith's heart, as I have al- 
ready hinted, was not wedded to the 
amufcments of London. Her natural 
tafte and early habits did not teach her 
to ftart affrighted at the name of foli- 
tude, nor did the recoUcftion of mild 

colloquial plcafurcs induce her to regret 

the 
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the fociety (he was going to leave. Oa 
the contrary, had the manner been bet- 
ter fuited to the projed, the propofat 
of viiiting her lord's hereditary pofief- 
iions would have met her entire appro* 
bation. Shis would have rejoiced in the 
profpedt of renewing thofe ties of grati- 
tude aiuf generofity, which had been 
Jong diflblved ^ and the hope of reani- 
mating a forlorn defert region would 
have afforded equal gratification to her 
native benevolence and inherent love of 
diftindion. But while (he recoUtAed 
her lord's often-repeated preference of 
London and abhorrence of Scotland^ 
Ihe regretted that pique and diljpleafure> 
not duty and convidion, had wrought 
the defired change. Ruminating with 
deep regret on thofe traits of her huf- 
band's charadler, of which this incident 
gave her a full view, (he Ihuddered at 
the idea of her own mifery, if the fatal 

period 
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period Ihould ever arrive when (he 
Ihould lofe her prefcnt influence over 
his afFcdlions, what was fhc to expedb 

from paflions fo irritable, (o impatient 
of control, • and from a difpofition fa 
little influenced by the reftraints of de- 
corum, or the opinion of the world ! 

Mrs. Evans's remembered admoni- 
tion diverted her mind from purfuing 
this melancholy theme ; but, as'' (he 
traced the chain of her parting preceptSj;, 
ihe felt that there was one obfervatioa 
with which (he never could coincide* 
Siwi^ ^bc ^vent which her fears antici«i[ 
f9^ evf r i^IfLe pl^ce^ (be knew it wqi,il4 
^ ^ 9iisforti|Be w^f h lioa^ could never 
evcrcons^, a forrow which patience Mn 
rer could foften. 

While thie fweetly tempered mind ol 
tjie jQung counted framed extenuating 
apologies, and concerted a thoufand 
little a£b of attentive kindneis, to mi^ 

tig«c 
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tigate the painful cflTcfts of her lordV 
fclf- willed negligence upon the minds of 
his friends, fhe was agreeably furprized 
fo find affairs fn the bcft train poffible, 
and a greater degree of cordiality and* 
good-humour arifen from what (he fuf- 
peded muft have proved the death-blow 
to family amity. No fooner had the 
carl announced his intention offctting 
out for Scotland, and trying to make his 
©W caftlc fbmething habitable, than the- 
aftivc imagination of lady Madclina flew 
back to the times of her grandfather, 
*rhcn Monte ith was in its grcatcft fplen*- 
^or. She again anticipated the found 
of the bugle-horn, reverberating round 
its prbjefting towers, to fummon the 
clan to attend their feudal chieftain to a 
hunting party or a curling match. 
Her mind now recurred to the grandew 
©f a public day, the court flittering 
with ^lendid viQtors, the ddblated 

balb 
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halk rcfounding with the cheerful notes 
of the bagpipe, and numerous fervants 
in gaudy fiycries conducing the afto« 
nifhed guefts through the long galleries 
to a magnificent entertainment. Fired 
at the idea, her countenance loft its 
ufual afperity, and with an air of melt* 
ing kindnefs flie applauded the wifdom 
of her nephew's projcft. " By all 
*' means," faid (he, " endeavour to re- 
** ftore the caftlc and its vicinity exadlly 
"to the fame ftate in which it was at 
^^ the time of your great-grandfather. 
*' Never be feen beyond its walls with- 
'< out a train of archers and broad** 
** fword-men^ Your .anceftofs would 
*' not even appear at Stirling without 
" fifty attendants, moft of whom were 
« Macdonalds in the right line. It 
^* ftruck an awe into the ncighbour- 

" hood i for not one of thcfe gentlemen 

" ever 
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•* ever condefcended to engage in any 
*' mercantile purfuits, but dined every 
*' day at the laird of Montcith's table. 
" The country was not then over-run 
•' with upftart traders, who, by intro-. 
*< ducing manufadories, as they call; 
*-' them, corrupt all the common people, 
"and render them infolent co their fu- 
" pcriors. I remember, even when I 
" was a child, that if a coach with the 
*' Macdonald arms quartered upon it did 
<> but pafs tbrough Gla%ow, all the in- 
" habitants ran to the door, and tefti- 
** tied their refpeft by fuitable gef- 
•* turcs i but now you may traverfe 
" the whole town, and not one lootn 
•■ fliall be flopped to pay you a proper 
•* compliment." 

Let not the reader fuppofe that lady 

Madelina's harangue was intended to 

have terminated fo abruptly. It might 

. have 
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have extended to the length of the ex- 
poftulation of the ghofts in Gray's 
*^ Long Story," had not Arabella taken 

advantage of a cough to rejoice that her 
dear filter was going to recruit a little 
in the wholefome air of the Highlands 
after the fatigues of diffipated London. 
The pleafure which glowed in her coun- 
tenance did not, however, in truth, re- 
fult from her hope that the faded cheek 
of Geraldine might foon refume its 
priftine rofes. In fpite of the contempt 
which fhe afFcfted, the abfence of a 
rival who abridged her conquefts and 
humbled her vanity was the real fource 
of Arabella's joy. 

Lord Monteith was fo delighted to 
find his plans thus cordially approved, 
that his refcntment immediately foftcned, 
and he politely ofiered^his aunt the ufe 
of his houfe in London till (he could fix 

hcrfclf 
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hcrfclf in an agreeable refidence. Her 
ladyfliip repaid the favour, by promifing 
to reftore all the valuable embelliih- 
ments which (he had furreptitioufly con- 
veyed to Kinloch caftle, as foon as 
Monteith was feinftatcd in its priftinc 
fplendor. 
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CHAP. xvir. 

I rae the riches' of my former fate ; 
Sweet comfort's blafted cluiiers I lament : 
I tremble at the bleiftngs once fo dear. 

Young, 

The day preceding that fixed for her 
departure from London, lady Monteith 
was painfully furprized by the prcfencc 
of an unexpefted vifitor. This was no 
other than Henry Powerfcourt, who, 
having at laft determined to vifit Italy, 
impofed upon himfelf the fcvere talk of 
bidding farewell to that treafure, the 
lofs of which had rendered his native 
country a dcfart fcene, barren of every 
joy and every hope. . Having thus di- 
^Iged a fccrct, at which before I only 
hinted, it ftill remains neceflary to dc'^ 
velope the motives that induced this ex^ 

traordinary lover' to rcfufe the blefling 

which 
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which the amiable fingularitics of fir 
William Powerfcourt had placed within 
fais reach. 

From his earlieft youdi, life fufeepti- 
blc mihd had felt the full power cff his 
coufin's charms i but while his admira- 
tion rendered her raillery more exqui- 
dtcly painful, it prompted the ardent 
yet unacknowledged wiih to acquire 
every laudable quality which could re- 
commend him to the favour of the love- 
liefl: of her fex. His inexperienced 
heart knew not the nature of that paflioh 
to which it was a viAim; if it had, the 
-native reftitude of his mind would have 
'ftarted with inbred horror at a xiifco- 
evry that feemed to ftamp every ui>- 
^neropsi mean, .und ungrateful vice 
Uport the unprihcipled vHlain, who dared 
•to lift fats feififh eyes to the angelic 
4Jwghter t>f his hocroured btneh&m. 
So- far, therefore;^ &om 4akmg my in«- 
. \ / direft 
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direct; means to obtain the objeft of hU 
wiflies^ thoTc wifhcs were qnpcrccived 
even bjr himfelf, and he fancied that he 
chenlhed no other fentiments than fuch 
as<x>iild be jufttikd by the ties of friend* 
ibip and affinity. The^neral admira- 
tion which Geraldine attradted fcemed 
to confirm this idea ; and though the 
inquietude which he ever felt at hearing 
of her having made any particular con- 
<jueft might have removed the delufion, 
he ftill foothed himfelf with the perfua* 
fion that his anxiety arofe only from a 
friendly foUdtude for her welfare, and 
he forbore to probe the wound till it 
became too deep to admit of cure; 

The term^s of the letter in which fir 
Wilfiam had fummoncd him to Powerf- 
court excited a wild tumult of hopes 
and fears, and firft convinced him that 
tht intereft he took in his fair coufin's 
^lipii^fs was not fo entirely abi^adled 

rou h o from 



ftofx^ icl6£b cpnfidflratipns. as . he ha^ 
fuppofcd. .<A faithful old doizieftici who 
vas thc.Jbparerpf chis:epiftle, :coi]ld uo^ 
ferbear telling th^ ^nra^tured yo^d^ 
that the general npo^ of tbe j^il^ 
]k)inted him out as the.teir and foB-^i6- 
law of their ftfpeded rm&tr* A thov- 
fand cxpreflions of fir Williafm's Wert 
now recollected in m inftafft/ and Hen^ 
ry'^ ardent ttiitid ek{AiisedYheireqtii>- 
«vocat n^ftt^re* a^ d<^ckkdly R@[AllcMto( 
the generous plan frhich hladb<jeh' long 
termed in his £irour« His laeception 
Idevated thefe hc^s uito. certaioide^ s 
ibr, tfaough fir Willian^ forbore any 
particular exptaafttion^ the wcoipmo|i 
Jdndnfjis of his n3anner>. and fome in- 
jua£lions to Henry to do fiich and fuch 
thiijigs after he was gone^ baniflied every 
remaining doubt of his jjptentions« 

Nor did Mifs Powerfcourt's unufinl 

dqcfifion alarm her lov«r with the^ppie- 

.. iiei^on 
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herifion that iher fendments twere'^iiot 
in unifan with her father's. Hc^ thought 
that a reflecting mind muft fbd a; tem^ 
podrary deprefiion during thj? period oif a 
doctfion fo momentous to its futtire wel* 
&re« Yet while he regretted ^ the ab-i* 
ience of that' charming yivadty which 
lie alike dreaded and' admired^ and 
anxioiifl]!^ wiflied that: fir WiUiatn^ ^K- 
pelted declaration would ;felek(e him 
from that filence .\v;hicK 'his' delicacy' 
prfifcribed^ ^d leave him at liberty to 
raiifilrc his miftrefsfs virgin heart by 
proteftadonsf of lecvent gratitude and 
unaffable loYe» he thought even Ge« 
jaldine herfelf nercr appeared fo lovely 
with, all her enchanting graces fporting 
around her, as (he did in . her prefent 
interring melancholy. . 

This golden dream fo<^ ter^tftinatecf. 
On the fourth morning.af^er \m arrivsd 
at Powerf€Ourt> . Henry f(tfp)|fed Qe* 

o 2 raldine 
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j^klinc in an agony of grief too violent 
to be Inferred to any otiier cauie tbaii 
extreme ibid hopelefi forrow. The fo- 
Hcitude of generous love was inftantly 
awakened, and he entreated her confix 
dencejil terms fkongly indicative of 
afFedion^ie fympathy. ^^Jf" fiid the 
lovely mourger^ Ibdftg her 4*adiaift. eyes 
upon him with a firm but defpairing 
look i /' if you are indeed the noble dif- 
interefted Henry I have ever fuppofed 
youj I may yet be happy s if not, 
^^ I am a wrecch for life, Thisi is not 
*^ a time for diiguiie and alleviation. 
<< My father intends that you fhould be 
*< my hi^and $ but though 4 efteem 
^< your virtues, my heart avows a pre- 
^< ference for anotiter, which I never 
'< can furmount. Nothing but mifery 
^< can refdt from our union. Be ge** 
'rnerousj Henrys and, byirefufing mCj 
"" prevent a difcloilire ^wl^ would be 

*• dcftruaivc 



cc 
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^ deftrudi vc *to my fethcr's peace, and 
•^ to which nothing but dcfpair fliali 
*^ ever drive me." 

As all language would be inadequate 
to defcribe the feelings of Mr. PowerP 
court, I (hall only fay, that he filently 
dropped the fair hand which he had ar- 
dently grafped at his entrance, and> 
after a minute's paule^ flammered out 
a few words expreflive of his rcfolution 
to comply with her rcqueft. He thea 
haftened to the door. " Stay," faid 
Geraldine, whofe heart, relieved from 
the burden of her own forrows, in- 
ftantly felt for him to whom (he ap<> 
peared to have transferred the infup« 
portable load ; '* Stay, and hear the 
^^ effufions of gratitude, efteem, friend^ 

^ Ihip" :« No/' (aid the tortured 

youth, breaking from her, '< if I Rsif 
" another moment, I never «an refiga 
" you/* 

03 His 
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His fubfcqu^nr conduft has been al-* 
ready dcrcribed, and the myftery of 
lady Montcith's requiring two thoufand 
pounds a-ye^r^ to bp Jcft.at her fole dif- 
jpofal will be explained by. obferving 
that ihe .thought even that fplendid do- 
native would be inadisquate, as a proof 
of her cttecm for a man who had evi- 
dently* Sacrificed his own happinefs to 
hers.T Heraffeftionate wifhes pointed 
to Lucy Kva'ns a§ his beft and .moft fuit- 
kblc reward. » * 

, Sir; William's refcntmtfht at Mr. 
JEtewprfcourt's ' fuppofcd indiflTerence* t* 
his^deijghofr'iTncrits had Toon fubfided) 
andi.a KtHe laftcr the i depattunc of thf 
Mpivs^iths;, he fcnt iTftn^a fiitndly mvi*- 
tatien ^ t;pn w8tie and fi^ him> with, ah 
affpreiicc sHat be IvaS ready to -ferve hiitl 
in wbaltfcY^r^- ijfey; be: thought proper to 
pomt out. iH^nry! determined upon this 
vifit, with the expeftation that his me- 
, lancholy 
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Janclioly would 'be. relieved by frequent- 
ir^ th^ fcene^ in which he had nurfed 
his drifant patBon, ^and that the cjonvcr- 
fe^' of his lefpefted benefaftdr would 
Todt^ Ms'feddened fpirits* • *Tlie dr'df 
aejeftiotf • an4 Jhdifpofitibn '. which' „was 
fpread oVeJ- Kis fc6uiterianie exfcicM tKi 
kind ^tcntion ^of his "btnevblent kinf^ 
xnan.^ He took him all the walks' and 
ddcs he ufcd to take with Geraldine> 
ttndy by *ay of Averting him, con- 
ftantly dwelt upon a theme which he 
thought tnuft be pleaflng, the affeftioni 
of lord M(J*rffhi '^aiid'his daughtcr^^ 
bappihers; «- His ^ery ftrangei^'Tir Wil- 
liam Ibmitlthc^ faid to himfelf, " that 
*« Henry rcfufcd Gdraldine; arid yet he 
1^ don't like to hear of her being happy 
" with heir hufband J and after all, they 
*' never ufcd to fall dut j and Henry \^ 
" a v^ry good young man, With nothing. 
" of envy or malice in his difpofition/' 

p 4 He 
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He faw but litde of the family at the 
Teftofy. Mrs. Evans declined rapidly i 
her hufband feemed to need all the con- 
folations of ilrong fenie and chriftian 
fortitude to fupport the fhock^ and the 
gentle Lucy funk> like a broken lily 
under the beating of '< the pitilefs 
ftorm/' She feemed ftudiouily to (bun 
converfing with Mr. Powerfcourt i and 
when an interview was unavoidable! 
Ihe was not only dejefted but rcicrved. 
As he once attempted to recall to her 
remembrance the joyous fcenes of ju- 
venile amufement^ when the manor-houfe 
and the parfonage feemed alternately 
the temple of innocent cheerfulnefs^ /he 
turned fuddenly^ and, gazing at him 
with a penetrating fmile, obfcrved, *« that 
" the temples remained, but they had 
" loll the goddefs who irradiated the 
'•fcenc.'* 

Difapr- 
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Pifappointed in bis expe&ations of 
finding confolation in tbofe objeds which 
ufed to adminifter delight^ Henry at 
laft anfwered fir William's inquiries o 
whut he could do to ferve him, by re- 
marking that he thought the falubriou^ 
climate of Italy might be of fervice to 
his healthj and that the numerous ob« 
jeds whi^h it prefented to the curious 
eye might diffipate the languor which 
indii|)ofidon cxcitedv Though fir Wil- 
liam was convinced that£ng)and/ par« 
ticularly Caernarvonlhirej was the mod 
healthfiil clitnate indie world, and con* 
tained a fufficient number of wonders 
to entertain any radonat mati> yeC he 
thought that the' whimfies of fick people 
fliould be treated with the fame indul- 
jgence as thetr' palled appetites. His 
al&nt was accompanied by a liberal al- 
lowance \ but he charged him to ^op in 
Lo^Oa 9nda.if lord Monteitb and Gpr 

0.5 raldinc 
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taidtAe had not left it> to make their 
houfe his home for a few weeks. ** The 
•* company of your coiifin/* ^ faid hfe^ 
'^ will .do ydtt gdod/s abd my lord is 
" ftai; liv^liier than ihcis,. Beftdbj y0u 
*''fl1»y fe|tve:.«if 9p|^riMi|«ypfgMtipg 
,tl^e: k^. iti^igal a^vifrfc the kiogijom 
4ii^0fds$ an^x I. charge you, don't be 
'^ guide^ by oudandilh phyficiana while 
« you are abroad^ fpr they never, caq 
•« underftand .whai ds : tfltopcr for : an 

V Epghfti' ^Qpftitqtwa.. . J .3^^^ r: ''^ 
« ddubt^. Henry, that your good icnfe 
*^ will keep you from running wild, a^ 






« tendi4,;^-iw4Jf^;jouc^^ 

«' to like other ^oipntrie^ ^V^ ^^,Wi\ 

*.* own.** . .'..'.. #^^.. .^. ./ j.'i-.il : 

' No phyftdan at that tiih^ rtfiOftg'fti 

London 'who ^ coti!d 'inihiftt* ^'4 
-• ••• c '^ mind 
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mind difeafcd/' or who <ould *' pluck 
from the mempry . a Footed forroiv|l^ 
Mr. Powerfeourt did not apply for ijie- 
dical aOiftioijc \ ,aod he regretted t^t 
the e0»UHhed law$ of fopiety cocQpelled 
him eithq. lift viftt the fair trowbjcr of hi$ 
peac? bcfene he Ipft England* or, l^y at- 
temi^ug taw^s to which his bgeotK>u$ 
iHiCwe lifa^ vnRqoaU .«&cifiC fttfpii5|o«». of 
^i fecr«t .^i^ferht flftif^r^d biija^WiW 
.coofiDddiloins^^ovi^o bbfom*. .He called 
at PovdaipdTpkce lae an unrelnfofjable 
hoift>;;.^d{j|(fith0i|t ^pp♦1Fioufty ^nmKc: 
»ng his MtenttDnsb I& yr«a>;howeveri' >ad^ 

SBittediCpiitrar^toihilJblbpcs,jat)4 fowd 
iiimfrCia.tiie coixitcfs'B drefilng-^cooiii 
faefote ha^had 8e4iiicftdr fiiffisient foi^ 
tftudd*«4 •fi5)p(iw the^^pyiftg iiitei^tewi 
l4e>a»«cin(;ed.^h tSmid ft<^^sy^¥ei(fMl 

v^% and glancing his «flil^v^ -the 

0-6 happy 
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happy envied Monteuhi took a chair^ 
Ad attempted a perplexed converfation. 

His lordfliip immediately found that 
his intended raillery had loft all its en- 
ticing piquancy. The deje£);ion« em« 
barraflmentj and evident imttfpofition of 
his rival afFefted his good nature, and 
he ftrove by repeated attentions to dif« 
lipate his confufion. But as it rather 
incroafed than diminiflied, his lordlhip 
recoHefted that his behaviour might have 
an air of infult ; and after two or three 
attempts to occupy his own mind by 
reading the charades written on a fire- 
icreen, he at hft confidercd, that the 
moft conciliatu^ tronduA he could adopt 
would be to t^ himlelf out of the 
room> which^ after defiring Henry co 
fp€xid the day with them, he immedi- 
ately did, with too mu^b precipitatioii to 
l^ear his repi^* 
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Lady Monteith was by this time Aif- 
ficiently recovered from the perturbation 
which native delicacy and innate bene* 
volence had excited^ to inquire after 
her father's looks and fpirits. She 
heard with delight that he feeoied 
perfedtly well. . " And/* added Henry, 
'^ I have the unipeakable pleafure to iay^ 
^^ that^ thanks to your generous media- 

^^ tion ! I feem completely reftored to 
•* his favour/' 

^^ Do not talk of my generofity. Hen- 
<' ry, fox fear I ihould enter upon a 

never-ending theme— -But our friends 
at the reAory— Can you tell me any 
« good news of them ?'* 

'* Mrs. Evans declines rapidly— (he 
^< cannot continue long.'' ^ 

. ff O, my deareft Lucy^"' faid (he 

counteis^ burfting into tears, <' excely 

<< kfiHi forlom girl ! who wiU comfort 
wyoui/» 
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He replied^ <^ Your letters^ madaniy 
^< will be invaluable/' Finding his refo* 
lution unequal to the talk of further 
converfation^ he prefented bis addrefsj 
bowedj and withdrew. , 

As Henry Powerfcourt will not for 
fome time appear again upon the fcene> 
I Ihall fubjoin lady Monteith's firft epiftle 
to him^ with hb anfWer. They occa- 
fionally correlponded during his refi- 
dence abroad ^ but the remainder of his 
letters were irrelevant to the fubjed of 
this hiftory.. 

" To Henry PowEkscoixRTj £iq. 
<* Do not accufe me of. departing 
** frohi die delicacy of my lex^ if the 
.^warm mtereft which your welfare 
^ and happinefi excite induced me to 
** adopt a freedom in my eirprcffions 
^* which Qiir near affinity and long 
^^ friendflup alone can juftifyf Farfrraa 

^ feelbg. 
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^^ feeling the cruel pride of conqaeft> 
^' my heart participates ia your dejec* 
<' tion fo ftrongly, that while I fancy 
*' my felf the caufe of your unhappinefs^ 
^ I think it is felfiih in me to enjoy 
^^ that cup of blefling which would 
^* otherwife be my portion. 

*^ I have reconfidered my conduct 
*' from my girlifh days. Youthful le* 
*< vity may have led me into indifcre- 
^' tions s but my confcience acquits me 
" of the l^afc coquetry of endeavouring 
'* to excite hopes which I never meant 
^' to confirm. Let the friend whom I 
** ihall ever efteemj after a retroipeft 
*' of his own conduft^ declare wha( 
^< part of his behaviour expreiied ienti* 
'^ ments too lively to be applicable to 
<^ the afFeAion of a relation, and the 
** intimacy of a companion. If I rightly 
*< appreciate the purity of his principles^ 
** he would have rejedcd with abhor* 

^< rencc 
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" rtncc every aefigir of forming a con- 
*^ ncdlion linfen^fioned ' by my father's 

• • • « « • 

** approbation, and «thc knowledge of 
*' that approbation was Aot- iomhtuhi- 
*' catedtifl rhy heart hadloft the pbw^f 
** of feeing 5^ to the rticrks^f thifrfaii 
" he propofed; » i •• - ^ -• • 

"Wheii I appealed td" your gehero- 
^^ fity, I knew not how painful a facri- 
'* fiire I required. The more I feel it; 
^^ the mope-I veii^raie ; your charafteri. 
*' while my- knbj^ledge^of ycJui? firm' 
" felf^denying fortitfudft .eiiteeiirftgfcs^ tht 
«* hope" thar*k>!tf ^bb firiaffly txdticd: 
*' for the? ifefflomwtf^f t<>ut'<>^P^ 

^* of miiid'; tha^^e anfl abfeikie Will 

** prevent your exaltcfd ^itit (totti %eitd- 
^ ing tinder an unia voidable difappoihN 
** ttifcritj 'and' that-your^afifeflidni' will 
<''at laft' be ju(t't6»thc rnerife of fbfn'e 
^* amiable wonlan; who, with virtues 
y fupcrior to what 1 could ever boaft, 

« will 
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" will blefs you with the undifputed 
" preference which, much as I efteem 
** your merit, I never could beftow. 
"England, my dear Henry, contains 
" many fiiir' patterns of feminine worth; 
" but I Vill not hdiht out that 'excel- 
<' lehce Which your jbdgmcht wilKbeft 
^* difcpver. Let it fufiice'fot me to fay, 
^* that, as my happinefs mufl: be 'in- 
" complete while corroded Sy the for- 
*^ rows of thofe whom 1 tenderly love, 
^ prudential confidera'tions need not 
^* clrcumfcribe your choice. I owe you 
*^ a d6bt of gratitode, which tf peduhr- 
** ary recompence, howdv^i* libcral,'can 
*^ ncvet fepa/w' Let me heaV frequently 
" from yptf, * arid Ic}: me hope that the 
*' reaf6ns.wil( foon teafe whidi bamlli 
" you from' tKe iight of 

" GERAiiprijrE moNTieiTH/' 
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** To the Countcls of Monteitw* 

** I confide in your honour for the 
«< concealment of a paflion which I truft 
<( your difcernment has alone difcover-- 
^ ed. No blame attaches to the con* 
<< duft of the mod: amiable of women. 
<^The audacious^, but inexperienced 
youth>. who prefbmed to admire the 
moft attractive pattern of female love- 
*' Hneis he ever beheld^ deferves to fuf- 
^ fer for the prefumptuous hopes which 
^^ a Other's preference firft tempted him 

'^ to encourage.. 

^' Anxious to avoid jgiving pain to 
^* that heart which I eamefUy pray may 
^' long continue the peaceful f$9t of 
^* connubial happinefsj^ I will endea* 
<' vour to exert the firmnefs you re- 
** commend. I will pay a ftrid regard 
''-to my healthj and court amufemenc 

*'ift 
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^ in every juftifiable fdrm. Should I 
<' fail in my elFoits to re^smi my peace 
*' of mindj let not the WUtiide df 
*^ your principles ftart at thc^Sea of 
^^ inipirbg an unwarrantable fentiment* 
^\n my breaft^ An innocent attach-* 
^^ ment (hall never degenerate into a 
^^ guilty paifion. I remember that you 
** are now the wife of the earl of Mon« 
*' teith : I remember that I withdrew 
^^ my pretenfions in deference to his 
^^ jufter -claim ! Eternal infamy light 
upon the wretch who feeks to diflblve 
a bond fandioned by every law hu- 
*^ man and divine ! Eternal infamy light 
^^ upon him whoj under the pretence 
<* of pure fentimental attachment^ leeks 
^^ to exite an undue intereft in a ma« 
«^ tron*s heart ! I will never return to 
<< England dll I can fee you withckit 
^^ emotion m that charaders and this 

«is 
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«' is tbcpjafl;^<*»r tVb«hr M cxprcfi a 
^' t^ugj^ dDi^OAfiAefikti^.^tth the. equa- 
'■^ mmi^^ an. aflF«£kipiniie relatioa and 
••a^fincere^ friend. 
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